ess 
N 


FLV 2 


05 
* \\ 


AN \ 


8 A 
>L JP a 
8 


\\ 


hit 
7 


7 
V1 


» W 


N %%%, 
W , 


s 
N > WW 


* d 


8 


* * 1 WW \ { 
{1 aſd F ” 


HH 
WIT Is}, 
76 ＋V¶⁵ 7 


7760 


7775751 
79 


77 


/ 


. 7 


— -£ 
Ext 
-- 


— 


| 10 


N 7 7 ö N / 7 W X 

„% N 

7 75 J D wad) — 
„, 


92 2 
N 


VU \.\.40o0 70 

* N » 

2 N ö 97 

5 N b 31, 
N q 


e 


MLT) 


KN \ 
8 
N 
LL 


| 


{i 


bali & Walker Hire Vogrter low. 


4 


/ 


of Agro? 1779 Ay #1, 


If” 


e re 


ess 
N 


FLV 2 


05 
* \\ 


AN \ 


8 A 
>L JP a 
8 


\\ 


hit 
7 


7 
V1 


» W 


N %%%, 
W , 


s 
N > WW 


* d 


8 


* * 1 WW \ { 
{1 aſd F ” 


HH 
WIT Is}, 
76 ＋V¶⁵ 7 


7760 


7775751 
79 


77 


/ 


. 7 


— -£ 
Ext 
-- 


— 


| 10 


N 7 7 ö N / 7 W X 

„% N 

7 75 J D wad) — 
„, 


92 2 
N 


VU \.\.40o0 70 

* N » 

2 N ö 97 

5 N b 31, 
N q 


e 


MLT) 


KN \ 
8 
N 
LL 


| 


{i 


bali & Walker Hire Vogrter low. 


4 


/ 


of Agro? 1779 Ay #1, 


If” 


e re 


| -y 
Ne mend Wh. AN red inoy  Ce”; —— 5 
* * * 


4 
* 

2 x 
SOS 


- 


* 
* 
* 


; 6 4 
>| > 
Fa : 
* y : o P 6 2 * bs c 
* N > : i F * * 3 
"= F 2 7 | 
% : | 
- 4 * 8 
* * * i N 
* 3 ; k . , ; : 4 
1 4. a CF 1 1 | 
5 8. 832 is 4 A 1 N | 
A » $54 2 ; : , 2 N ; : | 
8 1 ®. „ 1 
; . 3 8 a , 
- | | | * . 4 
2 5 a oO A : " , 4 
1 3 * ” * e- 25 . ; 1 
3 3 > b , | | 
% « U ” + . | 
| — 
— 4 „ > * F oO . . . 5 
5 . * % 
2 
0 A g hl 
4 ” * * * - N . 7 
_. 96 "1 ; , : : 
[7 wy : a | ; | | 
— 8 if : * | 
o -& 5 . 4 I © / % o g * * 1 
" F > 80 fa * % i ” , 
+ 6 N * g ; 
2 * — . ” 
Y = * 1 : N 1 
_— 4 1 . . 5 
1 — „* 4 - 1 £ O - 
Y ; . g } \ - — ? 5 
f q 7 * * 5 1 
= , N * A 1 v ; . 
N * F 1 * * 5 * 9 
W bk . N 7 2 ? 12 * 85 1 ,4 
4 * " * I g FL « 4 | 
* 4 1 
< * 8 , : : | 
"1 ” : 
&-..” Si Ea 2 | 4 : : g + 
| 3k : | ? ; . | * + N LE © 
a - N 'S 5 Fey. 4 o y 0 4 4 \ 2 4 
8 5 1 * 8 i : 
3 ps 5 1 8 5 . | o . i q 
2 I o b * . 
= , - 4 
_ L 3 4 wy * | CY : 
* = 4 
p 3 . 1 4 * 
F P e - 1 & : 
* * ; ! 
n : a _ fd x % * 2 j ” ; 
3 5 5 — 0 * * N a i N | 
Fo. 7 5 4 * £ * * of F 
. — . 2 [x] 2 
* . - f 
. y 2 * 
= 2 
J — 1 2 * 
5 y 0 [> J N 5 o 
: 7 4 * # * 
' Py 8 Y 
4 a O 5 
+ ” : - 4 . * 2 | 
of (aq > | 15 | 
= 15 bad : 


* 
* 2 
A 2 
- 12 
2 
5 
- 


1 


* 
2 * 
, 'f B 
7 * 
6 1 
_ 4 
1 
- = 
— . * 
, 
— 3 
1 * £ 
* = 
2 pope * 
C: - a 
* 
5 . 
* NN 8 
— — * 
2 ** * — 
* 
* 
' * 4 
* 
ws A 
f 7 * „ 
. * 
2 23 N = 
I * 3 
8 


r 


's o 
7X 
1 * 
po — 
— 3 
” 
9 7 
” 
* * 


— * 
# * 
25 
« | 
- 
I 3 
by - 
, * 
4 1 
\ bo 
=o g 
6 
. 
TS L 
. % 
5 — Whey 
a7 £ 
X * 
2 
$ 5 


| 4 


4 
* 


* 
A 2g 


1 
— 


A ͤ . 


1 x 


LE 


* 


— — 


„„ 


” 


= 


o 


— err e . wN! 7˙1˙¹i.!. 7— V 7 ˙¹- hat oC I i 


2 o 


* N 5 : * e tus” anne ors a 
ks. 3 ä | Oey Y . IIS 
D 9 9 2 * 4 * N 
r n . . 2 — ; 
= a 2 7 ” 8 VT. \ 8 } 24 $624 *. 8 5 94 * - 
"0 1 5 * ? 4 4 = 1 N B by WT, 7 FI 
$ #4: p4.% ee A, in . 
5 4-4 3 * * 3 Sk 4 * we 4.95 ©. £ N 
* bk * 0 * 2 3 1 #% T A —4 « vs SO: - 
2 Pn" "ORE. - * . : ; 
: * * s © 


4.270 70-608 
, * 1 


a 
—_ * 
* * 6 4 © % A. - 
— 


il 
L 5 "ont N 15 . 


* 
. 


— 
fy 
* + 


- 
= 
©. 
T 
. 


v4 


4 Y - 
7 * 1 
* * » 4 2 
* ©" RET 3 
? "1668 +% l * 8 _ 
# £6 8 
1 * 4 N x 5 * 
* 
% 
„ 8 ; 
Js * 3 1 
1 Tow 4 + 8 , 
14 3 © 4 
Fa . * 


4 


*. * 
* 
- 
Ck 
* 
. 


- 
U 
h 
7 
— 
55 


2 

— 

4 
”, 3 
3 


= 
* 
"4 
* 
» 
4 
2 


4} 


1 $44 


PI" 


Ones A 
Ni 


R 


4 L * 8 
pu Ae Z 
2 7 


* " 


e *. en, * ; ; 
3 . ets 


* 


W 


"x we 
* W 


25 i Bog, 7 
48105 


* by 1 % 8 , a 36S $5 
1 1 3. * 1 \ 
222 ang Med} 
g ” & * TH % e * 


* 


* 


— 
— 


— —Uñä— oow—__——_——F 
— — — 


Ta 


» —  — — — 
OBE . 4s AA tA}. 1 


COLLECTION. AND, SELECTION 


PROLO GUE N Ef 1-96 VES. 


„ 


* . * 
55 3 * . . 
AND concLuvine 2 5 
5 J - 
J N Wan des ; 2 4 Foes I - > . 
| I Kg JE 
7 3 IS F 6 
£ . wr ; a 13 
) * . 
N =D. * 
= : 2 * Bon 
FOUR v 0 L v M 8 
: ; * 
| = S * 
oh. - 3 þ 
* 5 a; & 
22 f mes < , 4 
— — 4 7 7 & : 4 
my „ We b 2 $a A » N * * . 
3 * » r ; * . ond” * 1 Ho i £54 : 
# £ 8 ? a * * * * N * f Fl 
? Jo. s #4 k "a a : A IR 
us V 61 t * — 
1 O LU M E 1 1. * * 
* * 


*. . 
N KXR 2pe - 1 * 


"Tis much defir'd; you judges of the town, „ 
Would paſs a vote to put all Prologues down; 

For who can ſhew me, ſince they firft were writ, 
They e er converted one hard-hearted wit? 


1 35 


1 PROLz TO THE RIVAL LADIES. 


F i 
* 
VN * . tm : 
, 
\ & { fe 
- f : 7 . F 
4 
* 


| PRINTED FOR 
| PIELDING AND WALKER, PATERNOSTER-ROWs 
MDCCLXXIX, 5 df} 


5 


* 
4 
- 
* 
px .# 
818 
* 
I 
6 
* 
q 


$52 


* 
2 


1 
4 


N 
1712 


. 
« 
7 


* 
7 
1 


N 
L 
* 
x 
44 
* 


9 
* 


4 * 
4 
# 


” 
85 
4 
— 
. 


LY 
n 


* 
* 
3 
3 
75 
N 


* 


E 
1 
„ 
* 
4 
* * 


. * 
* 
. a 
. 


_ Nr. 5 1 4 PR. * * 
* £44 27 #% , , 8 : 3 4 . PT 3 £; # 8 £06 8 8 0 0 2 2 4 : os » F 2 
0 n 1 = - 3 ' : p SER 0 . þ 1 \ 8 : D 5 = 5 IE. ſe WE I Me PE þ 2 OS 5 4% i! þ Mk Hrs ae Ms > og 2 2 | . 8 2 x þ 
4 * "Y 2 , Fu bi 8 — : K * wh f — 2 — g = 4 4 I - » uk 7 - n 0 2 = * — 5 . ; 


ws, 


yy 0 * 5 * * 
9 „ 1 1 n 
3 
F f = WE * 3 * 3 * 3: 9 4 p 1 * 
1 30 N 
6 * 
af * 1 ** 7 5 * : , 2. 
7 7 . ay h 1 * * Pd = J , - 2 > 9 ; & My " 
r v ey to rarmren 
4 B 1 J * * F dc, 0 1 . 1 4 K ; p : of 
© 1.0 Yu * en,, eg Ge ek ® „ dt £3 bn BR 434-2414 12-05 
* — 2 e * | . "Sat." 


Ng 


Fu * 7. l 


in theſe latter a ages, was | irs from the an- 
cient Greek chorus 3 ce of which was 


two-fold: 


of the fa 


from 4 


* 


deſcrip 


eee nnen n eee 
Our old dramatic writers, accordingly, paid 
a proper deference to this origin, in all their 


„„ à Ee Zo 


* "a 7 * * 
3 7 r 
1 1 1 W 


W 


. ̃ w 0 0 Fk ² ˙ ˙eů)· 
EG A F 


* 
» 

vs 
- 
af 

>» 
: 
— 


arnctefs tb every name in the play: as Mr, 


Hunks 3 Gir Solamun T. nile; &c. W 


5 compoſition of the king] and PS: + ps 


to Gam GammarGurtoy's Needle, which is deemed 
our "firſt Engliſh comedy, i is but the imple ar- 
gument of the play. Ger Wee 5 Collec- 


Fe Soo: 3.0052, 0.4: 


A i x 95 5 ES wad © + 


a dur fiſt dincricntatabies aſt: ta 
fopphyztarvef prologue, i in the above ſenſe of 
it; in the very aris/perſonz byadding the 


28 


ebe, aol ajiver Mrs. Weſton, a wn. 
ron uuf; e, a oi, Calia, @coquette 


Betty, um intriguing chambermaid z\&c. This 


piece of i ntelligende, though, went only to the N 


renders of the piece; but it was often more 


explicitly given, in the very names themſelves: 
as Juſtice ' ShaWow'; Volpone; — 


tiſement has been continued, ſucceſively ae 


to later times 1 as Lady Wikort ; ; Lord. 
„„ 3 Froth; 


. 


9 


eo 8 


n 
PR . 


2 Bun Vit eli at nel fue 2 
air 3 . 0 
The cet Arappriſts l Abe. 
PTY Vork, in Jegting,;the; 24 ir audience ine 


1 


the ſecret, y making xe — riß at 
appestange dn the ſœne, bach fell hig names 


and pralogize the part hes 19 perform... < I 


am To8,08aD Ris ho Hape dong, and am 


* yet todo, Jo ndl. ¶ See Pere. du 1225 
Smxthe.origigal e of ans, l. 3. ]. 


8 5 1 ben 
This uſage betrays great want of judgment | 


in the. authorsz as, it, intirely rakes off Som 


the ſurprize of che plot, by declaring che FE. 
veral rates to be exhibited, and ſo ſatisfying Y 
the wipe of che audience beforehand. 


the deception; 3. wh ich i is a circumſtance that | 


ſhould eyer be carefully preſerved, in a _ 
trical repreſentation: 1 


1244110111 * 443 


TI . 


15 n] # 0 iq Ls 37151 DID Aale! 3 * 


1 * _ 9 3 1 W 4 . 2 " NN A, "Re 7 
. . . ¾ ao Bee, eas 


„ ; * 1 

1 — 7 7 * 0 * 4 8 £ <> * 4 "oy 5 * 
va ; 5 wn x * 6 Bs 1 83 "4 £% W 1 8 
r 8 n e Rr Ra 83 888 83 e 8 W 5 ; "vt tes. : 1 

56 l TAS "TIL 00 1 LG 182 ny n NN A . * 42 n ; 15. vat N 2 . $9 = . 4 * iS a 

* mr OO "TE" n r 8 r e b Ly 
2 D 5 5 N "TE I : {4 2 r F Wa * LAS * n Od 4 * RAT $5 F 4 

— 8 n 5 9 < 8 - "BY ET IR n . 2 — 

8 . — 


3 


28 9 F 


1 
* 


with > ; | 
- ITY » 8 8 


3 11 hate h b wit as Vo 
= S wh | Suſpended _ and mo it Aon all,” > alt 


Py * Ih * 8 


0 : CS "Ap 
- Ky * 


— x * 4s 
* 


Th is Satin 18 abſur J, I ider pan. 
i b 5 Hat. | 5 


ebnſequence of Ae. I. 


Brite; or 


Che) nor 3s Lard Ted's perſon of dif- 
bete N 


$ * 5 i . L 
3 * 5 * oh * 
hip 186. 1205 
„* 
** 


eng 0 ab 255135 2 


-C. 

* 

; 

4 
3 — 
* 


1 


a 18 -t 1 pila 
reſervbit "or "att visa ana et epilogues 
in rk g, of wort th prefetvirg, given in ina 
Ro af wesen fon, after the Tanner ry 
Mi. "Hor 85 Coke E W f 28885 * fi gliſh 


* + 


Ballads: fe 1 7 48 to i ih "hel" Volumes 0 


* 
1 „ 4 ; "A353 } 


; 

3 

* 

— 

* 

4 

mY 

iu 

is 20 
5 

2 

F 

— 

— 

fi'3 

we 2 

ma 

2 

1 


rious ſpecies of d them, whether” in iprofe* or 


. e verſe; 


; 189 


AM 


$ 
5 
7 
2} 
- 
2 
8 4 
C 
5 
4 
oo 
5 
* 
*K 
FM 
wu 41 
Ls Wh 
7 4 
=_ 
£ & 
6 
4 2 . 
* 
L =_ 
25 
8 
1 
5 3 
1 
99 
+ BR 
* * 
Ny 
3 
> 
* 
; 4 
5 F 
#- 
hs = 
ke 
3s, 
1 - 
® 
 # * 
*z 1 * 
3 7 
i F 7 
- 
4 : 
8 0 2 » 
4 1 
1 : . 
1 
* » bs 
4 
2 £ 
4 * * 
9 a 
4 8 
- © xl 
. N 
* 7 
V 1 "4A 
b 7 4 
* * 
* 
i 
7 ; 
4 * 
4 
, > 
ö Y 
ER 
3 Sc 
£4 
» 
4, 
> 
8. 


— EIPIE — — on rr te — — 
— — —Uäũ—4 EIOEER 
. 


iS no otherwiſe aint 180 to ſuch denoming- 
dies, ber ab derived from Sir Jahn, or Sir 


is to be a 


* 354 121292 7 
place in a 15 rar and 15 preſenting the va- 


o 


& | ; 


a: RübAnd 57 write IT cry icknamed, 446 


Ties ä 1 __ „* 3 3 . : MINS; 
12 — 2 R N 32 a 5 
* A N 
* * 4 5 LEW " e ” 7 " 4 _ $5 * en LS 
Pr : b wh IO. l . 2 
* 5 n I \ < ; 


= | en or r declamatlen in gu- 5 = 4 
ment, ſupplication, or defiante'; 53 to dee, 5 3 
latitude with which | they hz =, and | : 
uſed. For our writers have deviated Den AI 2 
kom thel6riginal” _ n theſe. nen 

and berufene, the 2 
liffitien;pitraking the Andes of theit 57% 3 
politica, which ſpurnsA at deſpotiſm, ay h 5 AF 


7 3 
e 55 
— 3 "£4 
43% Bondy 
3 


| no more be governed by the laws of Ariſtotle, | | 
F ary pe] 33 10 1 | 


x INE 
r 


than by thole of Mexandir. l 


— 
= 
2 


* C7 * * - 
4 „ 
, 3 of +. Be £4 - $6. 0+ n : 


| Many paſſages in theſe. pieces require 


* N 8 9998 4 6 „ 4 8 


br Oey,” 0 2 DO ED'S, 


> 


WA 
8 


2 


* i 1 4 * K & 4 4 * 


notes, to thoſe who may not be acquainted : I 


Fg 4 1 * FYY 44 > * bf og id * 1 vv PDR... . . ö Ko 
83 2498 wb * 5 * gh ; 5 f = 


with the £ pla ay's they relate to, or with the © i- 
cumſtan nces of the times and ſeaſons to d which DG 
they refer. Theſe we have endeavoured to = 
ſopply, wherever we thought it neceſſary; = 


neglected i it, in other places, on "the . 


3 7 43440 8 


modeſt preſumption that our readers might be 
full as wiſe as ourſelves. For, to have ren- : 
dered every alluſion or expreſſion plain to the 3 


| | .. meaneſs . ' | 


* . 1 s K 
r econ. — 
2 1 " TIED 


42 Bey " 4 
2 1 


— 


bY 
4 
4 
'% 


R 1 
8 9 n 9 
323 399 4 * 


> * 


too. much. the jy 


4 * 


. 1 


;, when, as Johaſon fass. 
N Bree OO: od owning 


4 


* 
wed 
0 - * . 3 4 P 
= %.\ 4 Ya. . . +; 1 : A BEE £ - bt 
A . - , 3 » * xa 8 * 4 
SESGATY TIE |. VVV 
2 . - * „ „ + 4 1 4 


1 Intrigue was Plot, obſcenity was wit,” 3 


ome of theſe were Dryden 8. who abounds i in 
vit, and humopr, of every king, f n this claſs 
11 of: his writings ;. ſemi, g to ſpeak with more 
Piri, when he addrefles an aden than 
when he writes only to readers. = wg | ; 5 E 
We ſhall only make t ma general gefſeQions 
here „c ( 


[ 


” P] 4 EIS + 4 1 1 gl a -* i 


be thought 


of the piece, b J 11 it i in contraſt; as bad 


* IS Ss N a. wt f 4 


painters expreſs the ſemlre of a grove, bythe 


„ nk | of 


7 3 0 N f e 
* 93 Toms * n . k . a * * 2 - 4 
8 able ochſcure. » . $24 ? 2 2 £3 57 2 1 n is : 22 1 2 > 


agues, alſo, 2 are as improper, af- 


ter ri When Melpomene has withdrawn 


herſelf behind the curtain, and left the audi- 
ence virtuouſly impreſſed with ſalutary 


* 


— 17 
- 


« Some brave man firuggling in the ſtorms of 'fate,” 


or any other noble object of compaſſion or 
applauſe, the ſpectators are immediately called 


upon to aſſume their tragi- comedy faces, and 
baniſh &] moral of the n from 
their hearts and minds, for ever. 


_ 


—y 
2 


2 


N a - l 
n — — —— v 


5 * aw, 
PA. Appt gt 
* 


4 


2 


Ss 
þ : 
g 
4 ' kb F f : : 
£32 8 e 4 14 * 273 
q it ' 6 : : 
„ Laughs eve  nobler ſentiment to 25 5 
7 5 J g N — "of 0 BY * 3 * 7 Fi. 9 * 4 * 
1 — >3\ BT # QC , # 151 4 13 I ? 4 85 1 + > ? 4 f $1 10 2 : 14 * 
. F. 
we «© The poet s e and the pla ayor's art art 13 
. [+ oy * i 2 = = 49 * S 
£11 = | 6 2613 if { £33 £O me W Wells 4 7 2% ey red 
_ == « Chas 7d by her voice, forſa Ehe welling eart; 
| „ 777 5 nd * 4 2h ew 4 PS 8 
if = | Ri ale fi e , f ed het vi | 
''44 d And where Fanicy 1 form et ons fair, 
1! £ A : 
Wt 1 3 te MIL et e 
| 3.1 This grinning idiot xeigns unrivall'd there.? 
1 1 . 4 : 5 Fg ; . | : ; 
r " . 
= 5. 8 \ * . 
k i + 8 * pe a : 7 
| N i 100i es OTE 
. þ; 2 4 
185 2 
F 5 : # 4 : a ”% #4 * . WY. W FT. 24 hy . 
. e * 30 E 95 © 4 P Fe "PRI - * * 1 
of 11 n Dt! 1410 2 (a BIS FAIL > 4 4 nag Y #7 ED 2E. I 124 
1 — 5 
1 
- * 
1 5 1 ! A 5 Fes: T Kb Dritt 120 £39 of 
4: 1 12 - by $3 374 14118 e t TEC ons 311414 ka 44 21198 
x # \ 7 22 * ©.” ** * 1 
: „g.. "TY n 5 F222 94 7 * * 1 # 7 71 7 » 1 
a v1 en 07! Yd Dkk oF 1! ! 1% eon SITS 
- : ha 7 ry 1 
- = N 
* ? 7 
* ©2282 lo ectrꝛoft n ni ggg num ve omor am : 
. / . L 
2M . B02 1 
= > % 2 2 8 7. 
8 hy . 8 „ w> +. 2A 7 EK o CE) 
* AF. TAS, 2 L 142083 . 10 ot = p16 67 2d 12. & 16 19 8 
8 & W k 
I : ? T4 _ 75 * | & i. _ fa : F I 
5 Fa” 1 * N K 4 « » 4 9%. * > 0%. i * > _ £ # * * 1 ＋ © ol 
. 1 F 8 * 81 Ii I. 2404001 213. 2 21335 484 18 
Y & ; * & S 
v f 
r "0 * . * a 4 1 
. in. ai een ky fra 11 obj Mons 3 i: OGH 
Is i ay Es - & A 
| Fi rising 303 jo Bien SY 6nd 0M 


r 


| * „* ? Joh hs 8 
8 * * 3 9 Zh; 
* IRS LS N 7 * * , 
| ; n * 2 
* - 2 * 2 5 5 1 
= , 
% ; 1 ; 
3 $ 
1 + { 


1 
s ORE. —— 
FI 2 * Fi * * * 
K Un : 
/ * £4 35% —_- 3 4.4 _ 
. LY * 4 s 
\ 
2 4 
a s - - bd * % oy * = * 
„ S Bo: SEED Jt - * . 4 # 
6 by. n 
4 * | ; 
"ME Þ | pe. £ 5 
; * T FF 2% 8 % 2s, 3-8 
F f # 2 4 Coe 
j » * ER v4 8 
4 3 
| ; Jy 3 
” 
| 


4 SHASSLEEASS. . 100 -. 
. | IupvcrIoN, ro TRE, send f FART. oF 8 gi TY | 
KING HENRY: THE FOURTH 
Enter kun, painted fal of Tongues, | 
| Ons anna wk ; "ie which of you mill top. - $7 ; | | 
The vent of hearing, when loud Rumour ſp . 
1 from the onent to the droopin g weſt. . | | 
Making the wind my poſt-horſe, ſtill unfold Ps Lee 
The acts commenced on this ball of earth.” . 9 „FC 
Upon my tongues continual flanders ride, 3 ood 4 
The which in every language I pronounce z - „ 
Stuffing the ears of men with falſe reports. ey = f 
| I ſpeak of peace, while covert enmity, | 


Under the ſmile of ſafety, wounds the Fr 5 
And who but Rumour, who but only 8 , 

Make fearful muſters, and prepar'd defence, _— 

Whilſ the big year, ſwoln with ſome other griefs, 355 
Is thought with child by the ſtern tyrant war, „ 
And no ſuch matter ? Rumour is a ah 


Vox. 1. 5 
Ja | 


4 „ 


F 


1q 


1 
. 
7 
# 

8 

5 f * 
11 
#7 

\ 


3 by farmiſes, jealouſies, conjeftures ; 
And, of fo eaſy and ſo plain a ſtop, 7 


The Kill diſcordant wavering multitade, 


I run before King Harry's victory; 


Under the wrath of noble Hot-ſpur's ſword ? 5 , 
And that the king before the Douglas“ rage, e 


tes crafty ſick. The poſts come tiring on; 


F 
j 
SAN 2} nee __ F | N 
— — ; F £ "= - — 
22 1 — 5 E lh. 2 — * * . 
” N » J ** £ WI, > * 5 * — 2 2 Ry 1 Ka \ = 
4 5 W RO: * 2 8 p 8 rs * ben _ _ e 9 ; \ 
9 — : —_ . — 7 - 7 2 of + 260 5 y * 0 a RT — 
3 a page - (4 — — * Wann * > — — 6 Kan 2 * 2 9 r 0 . G n PIER * DDr * * 
— 2 ** ͤ—— pan : _—_ * ſs r p * * 0 N 1 * 2 1 = 8 * * bo Ty : 
e 7 — * n Fan < 8 * lake AMES 5 * q 7 —— 
- » 7 a . £3 n ä da * - EE ORC... la 
4 7 * a — ou * nay 2 * * # * r N. * 8 e * 4 3 
pore 2 ' | — ho C . * 
; . s "FRF" enn. p 
2 2 4 ö ls . — 
K * 
6 , - , 
* — * CS. E > 
£ * > . 7 * 27 PRES ” * 
> ”. 4 _ _ Wy * * ” 

« £ - * 1 PR ” K p wit 2 

4 ® p — ef 

* 6 , . J f — 1 . = 

; "0 } - g 4 

: CR 

* + wh 
* © £45 * 

» =. 

* » 2 "4 
5 N Ls 
* — 
- 5 

4 5 
p Y . A 

* 3 CEE 

4 * w 

- LS 4 


£ 
2 
b 
TY 
* 
CY 
F 8 © 
i 
7 5F 
| 
n 
* BY 
is 


PROKOGUES., 


3 


That the blunt monſter with uncounted 8 x 


Can play upon it. But what need I thus 
My well-known. body t to anatomie, 
Among my houſhold ? Why is Rumour here? 


Who in a bloody field by Shrewſbury, | 
Hath beaten down young Hot-ſpur and his troops 3 *. 
Quenching the flame of bold rebellion, = hp 

Ev'n with the rebel's blood. But what mean | 

To ſpeak fo true, at firſt ? my office is 

To noiſe abroad, that. Harry Monmouth fell, 


Stoop'd his anointed head as low as death. 

This have I.rumour'd through the peaſant towns, | 
Between that royal field of Shrewſbury, 
And this worm- eaten hold of ragged ſtone; 
Where Hot-ſ. pur's s father, old N orthumberland, 


3 


And not a man of them brings other news, 
Than they have learn'd of me. From Rumour's tongues, 
They bring ſmooth comforts falſe, 2290 than true Wu 


wolf wt 2 8 


moro 
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| SHA K E S PEAR E. 5 


PROLOGUE ro 
xING HENRY THE FIFTH, 


O ror e mais of fire, that would attend. 
The brighteſt heaven of invention 
A kingdom for a ſtage, princes to act, 
And monarchs to behold the ſwelling He] L * 5 
Then ſhould the warlike Harry, like himſelf, 
Aſſume the port of Mars; and, at his heels, 
Leaſht in, like hounds, ſhould famine, ſword and fire 
Crouch for employment. But pardon, gentles all, 
The flat unraiſed ſpirit, that hath dar d. 
On this unworthy ſcaffold, to bring forth - 
So great an object, Can this cock-pit hold 
The vaſty field of France? Or may we cram, | 
Within this wooden O, the very caſkes 
That did affright the air at Ago? . EY 
O, pardon ; fince a crooked figure may 
Atteſt in little place a million ; 
So let us, cyphers to this great accompt, | 
On your imaginary forces work. | 
Suppoſe, within the girdle of theſe walls, I 
Are now corifin'd two mighty monarchies ; 
Whoſe high-rp-reared and abutting fronts 
The perilous narrow ocean parts aſunder. 
Piece out our imperfections with your thoughts, | 
Into a thouſand parts divide one man, " 
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Admit me Chorus to this hiſtory ; 
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; And filken dalliance i in the wardrobe lies; 


* 


4 
And dike imaginary puiſf Ace. 
Think, when we talk of horſes, 1 you ſee them 
Printing their proud hoofs i th receiving eartn. 
For tis your thoughts that now muſt deck our king, 
Carry them here and there, jumping o'er times, 
Turning th accompliſhment of many years, bY. 
Into an hour-glaſs; for the which ſupply, EY ml 


TROTOGURS 


Who, prologue-like, your humble ate 6 pray, hy 
* to hears Kindly to judge, our 2 I be 5 


4 


Ly 


CHORUS. To THE. SECOND ACT or 


KING HENRY THE FIFTH. 


13 


No OW all the youth of "IR are on fire, 


Now thrive the armourers, and honour's thought | _— 
Reigns ſolely in the breaſt of every ma . 4 
They ſell the paſture now to buy the horſe; Ds 
Following the mirrour of afl Chriſtian kings, - 
With winged heels, as Engliſh mercuries. 8 
For how fits expectation i in the air, if - 1 
And hides a ſword, from hilts unto the point, „ * 
With crowns imperial, crowns and coronets, 1 
Promis d to Harry and his followerrs. k 
The French, advis'd by good intelligence, „ 
Of this moſt dreadful preparation, 25 
Shake i in their fear ; and with pale policy 


LOI 


ek 


SHAKESPEARE - 3 
Seek to Geert: the Engliſh purpoſes, * , nn ns 
O England ! model to thy inward greatneſs, 


| Like little body with a mighty heart, 
What might' ſt thou do, that hogour would thee do, 


Were all thy children kind and natural! 
But ſee, thy fault France hath in thee fond out; 5 


7 => . 


A neſt of hollow boſoms, which he fills 


With treach'rous crowns ; and three corrupted men; p Y 
One, Richard earl of Cambridge, and the ſeco n d, 20 


Henry lord Seroop of Maſham, and the third, 


Sir Thomas Grey knight of Northumberland, 


Have for the gilt of France (O guilt, indeed!) 
Confirm'd conſpiracy with fearful France, 


And by their hands this grace of kings muſt die, 5 ng 


If hell and treaſon hold their promiſes. 


The ſum js paid, the traitors are agreed, 
| The king is ſent from London, and the ſcene 


Is now tranſported, gentles, to Southampton. 

Ere he take ſhip for France, and in Southampton, . 
Linger your.patience on, and well digeft . 1 
Th' abuſe of diſtance, while we force a play. 


There is the play-houſe now, there muſt you fit ; 


And thence to France ſhall we convey you ſafe, 
And bring you back, charming the narrow ſeas, 


To give you gentle paſs; for if we may, 
We'll not offend one ſtomach with our play. * 


But, 'till the king come forth, and not till then, 
Unto Southampton do we ſhift our ſeene. 


* That is, you ſhall paſs the ſea without. the qualms of ſea-ſickneſes. 


Ky --,— CHORUS | 
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| CHORUS. To rut FOURTH 5 or 
KING HENRY. THE FIFTH. 


No o entertain EO We of a dme, 
When creeping murmur, and the poring dark, 

Fills the wide veſſel of the univerſe. 
From camp to camp, through the foul womb of night, 
The hum of either army ſtilly ſounds; | 
That the fixt centinels almoſt receive 
The ſecret whiſpers | of each other's watch. - 

Fire anſwers fire and through their paly flames 
Each battle ſees the other” s *umber'd face. . 1 

Steed threatens ſteed, in high and boaſtful neighs, | 
Piercing the night's dull ear; and from the tents, 

The armourers accompliſhing the knights, 
With buſy hammers cloſing rivets up, 

Give dreadful note of preparation. 7 
The country cocks do crow, the clocks do toll ; 0 
And (the third hour of drowſy morning nam'd) 
Proud of their numbers and ſecure in ſoul, _ 

The confident and over luſty French 

BH Do the low-rated Engliſh play at dice. 
And chide the cripple tardy-gated night, _ | 
Who, like a foul and ugly witch, does limp 

So tedioufly away. The poor condemned Engliſh, 


'Like on, by their watchful fires, 


* Umber'd or vmbred, is a term in bene and fignifies madowed. 
+ Stake them at play, as ſuf poſed priſoners of war, already. 


vit 


1 * ” SHARK BSPEN 


Sit patiently, and inly ruminate . : 
The morning's danger : and their pan; 6” NS 
Inveſt in lank-lean' cheeks and war-worn coats, 
Preſented them unto the gazing. moon,. 
So many horrid ghoſts. Who now beholds 5 
The royal captain of this ruin'd band, be _ \ 4 
Walking from watch to watch, from tent to tent, a 
Let him cry, praiſe and glory on his head! EY 
For forth he goes, and viſits all his hoſt, | 
Bids them good morrow with a "modeſt 5 F 
And calls them brothers, friends, and countrymen. 
Upon his royal face there is no note, 
How dread an army hath enrounded him; 
Nor doth he dedicate one jot of colour, b 
Unto the weary and all- watched night, 0 
But freſhly looks and over- bears attaint, ST ng 
With chearful ſemblance and ſweet majeſty; 
That ev'ry wretch, pining and pale before, _—_ 
Beholding him, plucks comfort from his looks. „ 
A largeſs, univerſal, like the fun, SITES f 
His lib'ral eye doth give to ev'ry ne, | 
Thawing cold fear. Then, mean and gentle, all 
Behold, as may unworthineſs define, i 
A little touch of Harry in the night. 
And ſo our ſcene muſt to the battle ft, IN 
| Where, O for pity ! we ſhall much diſgrace, 885 1 
With four or five moſt vain and ragged foils, . 
Right ill diſpos'd, in brawl ridiculous | YZ 
The name of Agincourt, Yet fit and ſee, >. = 
| Minding true things by what their mock'ries be. 
: B 4 * | CHgQs 
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| CHORUS: 19 Tu FIFTH Ale or 
k ING HENRY. THE! TIFTH. 


„ * ROE to thoſe that have not read the no 
5 71 That I may prompt them; and to ſuch as have, 
I humbly pray them to admit th? excuſe, _ . 5 3 
Ot time, of numbers, and due courſe of things 
Which cannot in theit huge and proper life. 
Be here preſented. Now we bear the king 1 
Tow'rd Calais: grant him there; and there being been, 
. - Heave him away upon your winged thoughts, 
Athwart the ſea, Behold, the Engliſh beach 
Pales in the flood with men, with wives and boys, . 
Whoſe ſhouts and claps out · voice the deep- mouth d ſeas + 
Which, like a mighty whitfler,* fore the K. „ 
Seems to prepare his way. So let him land, 4 
And ſolemnly ſee him ſet on to London. 
So ſwift a pace hath thought, that even noꝗw- 
You may imagine him upon Black-heath, 
Where that his lords defire him to have . 
His bruiſed helmet, and his bended ſword, 
Þ Before him through the city; he forbids it; 
| Being free from vainneſs and ſelf-glorious poles | 
Ki Giving full trophy, fignal, and oftent, 5 . 
Quite from himſelf to God. But nom behold, | 


pa: officer who walks Ben in proceſſions, or before perſons i in high 
ſtations, on | occafions of ceremony, 5 


- * y 
5 4 


All the occurrences, whatever chanc'd, 
Till Harry's back return again to France; 


1 A K 15 * AR E. 
In the a wink and working houſe of thought, 

How London doth pour out her citizens; 3 
The mayor and ren eee EM 


Like, to the ſenators of antique Rome, 5 1 1 
With the Plebeians ſwarming at their heels, © 


Go forth and fetch their conqu ring Ceſar i . a 1 


As by a lower but by loving likelihood, ns. 0 | 
Were now the general* of our gracious . 8 
(As in good time he may) from Ireland ora, FE 
Bringing rebellion broachedF on his ford; 5 | 4 ah 
How many would the peaceful city quit, D iy 6 MEI ES 
To welcome him ?. much more, and much more 


Did they this Harry. Now in London place } him; "He 


(As yet the lamentation of the French. _ i cat 85 
Invites the King of England's ſtay at home: ts : 
The emperor” 's coming in behalf of France, 955 5 : 25 £ £ 


To order peace between them) and omit 


There muſt we bring him ; and myſelf have play'd 
The int'rim, by remembring you, tis paſt, | 3 
Then brook abridgment, and your eyes advance 1 
After your thoughts ſtraight back * to Francs, . . 


0 The Earl of Efſex i in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. | 
+ Spitted; raten, | 


ba PROS 


retour 10 
KING HENRY, THE wen, 


"I Come no more 95 aides you laugh ; things dor, 

That bear n weighty and a ſerious bbw, 
f Sad, high, and working, Full of ſtate and woe; 3 

Such noble ſcenes, as draw the eye to flow, 

We ſhall preſent. : Ahoſe that can e hers | 

May, if they think it well, let fall a tear ; | 

The ſubject will deſerve it. Such as give 

Their money out of hope they may believe, 

May here find truth too. Thoſe that come to fee 

Only a ſhow or two, and ſo agree, 

The play may paſs, if they be ſtill and willing, 

| Vil undertake, may fee away their ſhilling, 

Richly in two ſhort hours; only they, 

That come to hear a merry, bawdy play ; 

A noiſe of targets, or to ſee a fellow ß, 

In a long motley coat, guarded with yellow ; * 

Will be deceived : for, gentle hearers, know, 

To rank our choſen truth with fuch a ſhow, 

As fool and fight is, beſides forfeiting 

Our own brains, and th' opinion that we bring, 

Or make; that only truth we now intend, 

Will leave us ne'er an underſtanding friend. 
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„ Alluding to the fools and buffoons, introduced for the generality in 
the plays, a little before our author” S time. 


| Therefore 


1 


The firſt and happieſt hearers of the town, 


LY SAE ES NARA * 


Therefore, Sor us nd ſake, as you are known 155 


Be ſad, as we would make ye. Think before ye net; 
The very perſons of our noble ory, = TIGER 


As they were living; think, you ſee them great, nos Lent: 


And follow'd with the gen'ral throng, and ſweat 
Of thouſand friends; then, i in a moment, ſee 
How ſoon this mightineſs meets miſery ! 
And, if you can be merry then, I'll be. a 


A man may weep. wen his e d. 


1 


PROLOGUE ro 


rNolLus AND CRESSIDA. - 


Ix Try, thets les the ſcene : from iſles of Greece 
The princes orgillous, their high blood chaf d, 


Have to the port of Athens ſent their ſhips, 
Fraught with the miniſters and inſtruments, | / 
Of cruel war. Sixty and nine, that wore | 
Their crownets regal, from th* Athenian bay 
Put forth toward Phrygia, and their vow is made 


To ranſack Troy; within whoſe ſtrong immures, 


The raviſh'd Helen, Menelaus' queen, 

With wanton Paris fleeps ; ; and that's the quarrel. 
To Tenedos they come 
And the deep drawing barks do there FF 
Their warlike fraughtage. Now on Dardan plains, 


+ Proud, haughty, (from orguet, french.) | 


The 


l Coral. Se n 
1 = o Ly) = ry 


| e N ".: = 
| The 3 bruiſe „ 
Their brave pavilions. Priam's fix gates i the. OY 
Dardan, — a0 po vorpEg ang 4. 
And Antenorides, with-maſly ſtaples, - - e 
And corre ſponſi ve and fulfilling * ee 
Sperre“ up the ſons of Trey. e e bath 


8 8 Now expectation tickhng Kittiſh 5 „ 
On one and t'other fide, Trojan and Greek 
Sets all on hazard. And hither am I come Ws 
A prologue arm'd, but not in confidence f r 
Of author's pen, or letor's s voice; but ſuited | ; 
In like conditions as our argument ; 
To tell you, fair beholders, that our play : 
Leaps ofer the vaunt and firſtlings of thoſe broils, 
*Ginning i' th! middle: ſtarting thence away, 4; BT 
To what may be digeſted in a play. | 
| Like, or find fault, do, as your pleaſures are; 
Now boa, or bad, tis but che chance of war. be 
k / N 
a * To ſperre, or ſpar, 8 the old Teutonic won Here, ſi tie 
to Hut up, defend by bars, &c. . 
+ 1 come here to ſpeak the prologue, and come inarmour ; not gefylng 
the audience, in confidence of either the author's or actors abilities, but 
merely in a character ſuĩted to the ſudjef, in adreſs of "ys before # 


ann play. 


PRO- 
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8 
ROLOOGUE ro 


__ 


ROMEO. AND JULIET. 
74 
Two toutiotas, both alike b Jo FAY 5 
105 I fair Verona, (where we lay our ſcene) | 
. WH From ancient grudge break to new mutiny; > 
5 Where civil blood makes Civil hands unclean. _ 
E From forth the fatal loins of theſe two foes, 
A pair of ſtar-croſt lovers take their life ; i 
Whoſe miſ-adventur'd piteous overthrows © + 
Do, with their death, bury their parent's ſtrife. 
The fearful paſſage of their death-mark*d love, 
And the continuance of the parent's rage, 
which but their children's end nought could remove, 
Is now the two hours traffic of our ſtage: 
The which if you with patient ears attend, 
What here ha: miſs, our "tony ſhall ſtrive. to o mend, 
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1 free this work! is, 8 * ace," 
That we are confident, it needs no defence, 
From us, or from the poets. We dare look 
On any man, that brings his table-book, 

To write down what again he may repeat, 
At ſome great table, to deſerve his meat. 
Let ſuch come ſwell'd with malice, to apply 
What is mirth here, there for an injury. 

Nor lord, nor lady we have tax'd ; nor ſlate, 
Nor any private perſon ; their poor hate 

Will be ſtarv'd here, for envy ſhall not find 
One touch that may be wreſted to her mind. 
And yet deſpair not, gentlemen, the play 

Is quick and witty ; fo the poets ſayn, 
And we believe them; the plot neat and new, 
Faſhion'd like thoſe that are approv'd by you. 
Only *twill crave attention in the moſt ; 
Becauſe one point unmark'd, the whole is loſt. 
Hear firſt then, and judge after, and be free, 
And as our cause i, let our cenſure be. 
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| PROLOGUE. To THE. 


ELDER BROTHER, 


. that i it would 1 take ins our modeſt "a: 
To praiſe the writer, or the comedy, 
Till your fair ſuffrage crown it, I ſhould ſfay,.. 


' You're all moſt welcome to no vulgar play ; 5 


And ſo far we are confident : and if he 
That made it, ſtill Iives in your memory; 
You will expect what we preſent to-night, 


Should be judg'd worthy of your ears and fight. 


You ſhall hear F letcher in it; his true ſtrain, 


And neat expreſſions; livin 8 he did gain 


Your good opinions; but now dead commends | 
This orphan to the care of noble friends : 

And may it raiſe in you content and mirth, 
And be receiv d for a legitimate birth. 

Your grace erects new trophies to his fame, 
And ſhall to after-times preſerve his name. 
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SPANISH CURATE. 
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1 new one too, and- that "tis launch d to HRS 
T The name ye know, that's nothing to ay b, 2 
IJĨ0o tell ye, tis familiar, void of glory, 
| Of late. of bitterneſs / of wit you'll ſay, 
For that is now held wit, that tends that way 
Which we ayoid': to tell ye too tis merry, 
- * And meant to make ye pleaſant, and not weary z * 
The ſtream that guides ye, eaſy to attend: 
To tell ye that tis good, is to no end, © 
If you believe not. Nay, to go thus far, 
| To ſwear it, if you ſwear againſt, is war. 
To affure you any thing, unleſs you ſee, CON 
And ſo conceive, is vanity in me ; * 
Therefore I leave it to it ſelf, and pray, 82 
Like a good dark, it may work out to days 
And ftem all doubts ; *twas built for ſuch a proof, 
And we hope highly : if ſhe lie aloof, | 
For her own vantage, to give wind at will, 
Why let her work, only be you but ſtill, 4 
And ſweet opinion'd, and we're bound to ſay,  _ I 
' You're worthy judges, and you crown the play, 
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| PROLOGUE:/TO./DHE 
HUMOVUROUS LIEUTENANT. 


Is tied to ſuch. an old form of Petition; Bs 
Men muſt ſay. nothing nom eyond com ob 
The cloaks we wear, the.logs-we make, th place „ 


We ſtand in, muſt Baca: and one e * 
Nor alter'd nor exceeded ; if it be, 45 OY 3 8 r 1 
A generel hiſs bange an our let) 4... Ne M 


We have a play, a new: play. to play nor, 101 rns 
And thus lor in our play's bebalf we bow z 
we bow to beg your ſuftrage, and eng A 1907 gl 97216) 
If it were naught, or that it might appear 29 ben. 
A thing buoy d up by prayer, gentlemen, 

Believe my faith, you, ſhou'd not ſee me then, , the. 
Let them ſpeak then, who've power to St a. form #4 bo 
I never lov'd to feel a houſe ſo warm: Aire ob, 2 
But for the play, if you dare credit me, 8 
I think it well: all new things you ſhall ſee, 

And theſe diſ pos'd to all the mirth that may; 
And ſhort enough, we hope 45 and ſuch a play 
You were wont to like: fit patient then, and * : 
If it miſcarry, pray look not for me, | 
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O pfeaſe all i 5 and defptir Xa 10 
Ruins ourſelves, ane en aps ihe unters e 2112 201 


4 801 3 341 


4 7 we muſt ve! 
Fair fortune with us, e room, Lg 3 bag oN 
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As art and nature have not better'd much; 
Yet ours for want Hath not ſo lov'd the d 
As he dare ſerve thꝰ ill cuſtoms of the age, 
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Vor is it, ſure, agaivſithe proclamation, «i aa 5 
Jo raiſe new piles upon an old foundation. 
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EVERY MAN IN HIS HUMOUR, 


Or purchaſe your delight at ſuch a Tate, * I 
As, for it, he himſelf muſt juſtly hate: Eo. 1 65 
To make a child now ſwaddled, to mn 1 
1 Man, and then ſhoot up, in one beard and Weed, 5 
Paſt threeſcore years : or, with three ruſty ſwords, * * 
; And help of ſome few foot and half-foot words, To 5 
| Fight over York. and Lancaſter's long Jars,* _ 15 | - 
And in the tyring-houſe bring wounds to ſcars, OM 
He rather prays you will be pleas'd Wah 
One ſuch, to-day, as other plays ſhou'd be; : 
Wbere either: chorus wafts you o'er the ſeas, 7 


An invidious firjQure thrown out gad Shakeſpeare, 


: Nor * throne 6 comes down the boys to ee 1725 


e ² ˙U˙id'.Qn i 8 


>& 


JS: | 


* 2 


77  * ogg 
Vor firnble fquib is ſeri to make aft 
The gentlewomen; nor roul'd bullet heard, 


To fay, it thunders ; nor tempeſtuous drum 

Rumbles, to t vou when the ſtorm doth come; | 
But deeds, and anguage, ſuch as men do uſe, +» ,. 
And perſons, ſuch as 
When ſhe would ſhew an i) | 
And ſport with human follies, not with erimes. 1655428) 
Except we make em ach; by loving ſtill reel 21 5 f 
Our popular errors, when we know th" are ill. 2 77 e i P. 
I mean ſuch errors as | 
By laughing at them, 
Which when you heartily | 
You, that have ſo” graced e 
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Whoſe true ſcop if you.would know it, CTY oo 
B's We all his poems ffillhath been, this meaſure, 
I0 mix profit with. your pleaſure, | 
And not, as ſome (whole throats their, envy failing) | 
il | Cry hoarſly, all he writes is raling: : 
1 And when his- plays come or. | 
With ſaying, he was a yeariabour- ben. 
To theſe there needs no lie, but this his Sete 
Which was two months ſince no feature; 
And though he dares give them ſive lives to mend it, 
Tis known five weeks fully penn'd it; Toy 
5 From his own hand, without a coadjutor, 
BS Novice, 3j Journeymen, or tutor, | 
, Yet thus much I can give you, as a token 
Of his play's worth, no eggs are broken, 
Nor quaking cuſtards with fierce teeth affrighted, 
Wherewith your rout are ſo delighted; | 
Nor hauls he in a gull, old ends reciting, 
To ſtop gaps in his looſe writing; 
With ſuch a deal of monſtrous and forc'd action, 
As might make Bethl' em a faction: 
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But makes Jeſts to fir His Fable ;* 1 , 
And ſo preſents quick 'cothedy OY es ral ; p 5 
As beſt critics have dengned. By If 3 > 5 i a b a 1 
The laws of time, place, Der gay, be a le TY "bp nie | 
From no needful rule he fwerveth : ors 
All gall and copp'ras, from his ink he een Ba, 
Only, a little ſalt remaigeth, : 
Wherewith he 'H rub your chiceks, tin (red with ajdghter) | 
", ſhall lend 29 2 week after. eee 
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Torn fays, of old, the art of makitg plays, ö 
Was to content the people; and their praiſe 
Was to the poet, money, wine, and bays. 
But in this age, a ſect of writers are, 
That, only, for particular likings care, 
And will taſte nothing that is popular. 
With ſuch we mingle neither brains nor breaſts ; 
Our wiſhes, like to thoſe make public feaſts, 
Are not to pleaſe the cook's taſte, but the gueſts, 
Yet, if thoſe cunning palates hither come, | 
They ſhall find gueſts entreaty, and good room ; 
And though all reliſh not, ſure there will be ſome, _ 
1 5 That 
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And fit for ladies; ad for 1 lords, knights 8, "quires; ; 
Some for your waiting-wench, and city wires; At 

a Some for your men and daughters of White - Fri riers, 
Nor i is it only while you keep your ſeat, e I. 
Here, that his feaſt will laſt; but you ſhall ez | 
: A week at ordinaries, on his broken meat; * Or 
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And ftill't hath been the praiſe of all beſt times, 1 
So perſons were not touch'd, to tax the crimes, por 0 ; /7 


Then, in this play, which we preſent tonight on! 
And make the object of your ear and fight, FO CHE e 
On forfeit of yourſelves, think Hothing 1 . 
Leſt ſo you make the maker to Judge __ ; 1 oh 
For he knows poet never credit gain d, ee . 
By writing truths, but things (like truths) well feign d. 
If any yet will with particular fight * 
Of application) wreſt what he doth write; 5 
And that he meant, or him, or her, will ſay; * 
They make a libel, which he made a play. by 
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F ORTUNE; t thigh fayours wats theſe two ſhort boa, 
We wilh away, both fr your ſake and ours, LN 
i Judging ſpectator and defire in place, 
To thf author juſtice, to gur ſolves hut grace, 


Our ſcene js London, 'cauſe. we would make bowing. oh I 
1 No countries mirth is better, than aur Wut OF 
No clime breeds. better matter for your. oe | 


Bawd, ſquire, unpoſtor, many perſons were, 
| Whoſe manners, now. call'd humours, feed the 5 
And which have ſtil, been. ſubje& for pai 


or ſpleen of comic writers... Tho“ Ages. Ws 
Did never aim to grieve, but better, men; J ot 4 157 


Howe'er the age he liyes in doth endure . 

The vices that ſhe breeds, aboye their cure. 

But when the, wholſome remedies are ſweet, 
And in theii ae 4 gain and profit meet, 


He hopes to find no ſpirit fo much diſeas'd, 


But will with ſuth fair corredtives be pleas'd : 


8 For here he doth not fear who can apply. 


If there be any that will fit ſo nigh 
Unto the ſtream, to look what it doth run, 


They ſhall find things, they'd think, or wiſh, were done; ; 


They are ſo natural follies, but ſo ſhown, 
As even the doers may ſee, and yet not own, 
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Jo give you for a Fairing, true * | r 

eee, 

| THE. D'EVEL'S AN ASS, 
TRE a devil van ; that? is, to-day, 
The name of what you're met for, a new play. _ 4 


Yet, grandees, would you were not come to grace 
Our matter, with allowing us no place.* 


Though you preſume Satan a ſubtle thin 8. 
And may have heard be s worn in a thumb ring; ; 
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In corgpaſs of a cheeſe-trencher. | Shore tract 
Will ne'er admit our vt, * becauſe of yours. 
Anon, who worſe than you the faults endures * 

| That yourſelves make ?\When;you will thruſt and qu : 


And knock us o the elbows ; and bid, tun;; 
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That you might look our ſcenes thro as they pag. 3 
We know not how to affect you. f you'll « come 8 
To ſee new plays, pray you afford us room, 
And ſhew this but the ſame face you have dene Xi 
_ Your dear delight, The Devil of Edmonton. y | j 3 
Or, if for want of room it muſt miſcarry, _ | 3 | £5 4+: = = 
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Till you give ſome. And when fix times you ha' ſeen't 
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Pons your own ſakes, not his, he bad ai; e 
Would you were come to hear, not ſee a plax. 
10 Tho' we his actors muſt provide for thoſe 
Who are our gueſts here, in the way of ſhows, 

The maker hath not ſo}; he'd have yow wile, * 1 
Much rather by your ears, than by your eyes; 7 
And prays you'll not prejudge his play for ill, 

Becauſe you mark it not, and fit not all; | 
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How, and by whom, in all the town, but here. : 
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Laſt Spring, what fare to-day at Medley's was, 1 
If Dunſtan or the Phenix beſt wine has? © 
They're things but yet the ſtage might ſtand. as well, - 
If it did neither hear theſe things, nor _ 7 
Great noble wits, be good unto your ſelves, * 


And make a difference twixt poetick _ „ 
And poets: all that dabble in the ink, „ 
And defile quills, are not thoſe few, can "idk, 5 5 


Conceive, expreſs, and ſteer the ſouls of men, 
As with a rudder, round thus, with their pen. - 
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5-3 "Mt fitted for Yor: e 
we bring; e e it may produce deligh = 
The rather being offered as rite, hh 
To ſcholars, that can judge, and fair report oth 
The ſenſe they hear, above the vulgar „ 
Of nut- crackers, that only come for light. 15 
'Wherein, although our title, Sir, be news, 
We yet adventure here to tell you none, 8 
But ſhew you common follies, and ſo known, 
That though they are not truths, th' innocent muſe 
Hath made ſo like, as phant'fie could them ſtate, 
Or poetry, without Bande, imitate. 
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No ſtate · aſſairo nor any politic eh / 
pretend we in our tale, here, of ah | 
But acts of .olowhs;and;tonſtables; to- day,, 
stuff out the ſcenes of our ridliculous ꝓlay. 
A cooper's wit, or ſome ſuch huſy ſpark;; 
Illumining the high cnſtable, and his tletk, 
And all- the neighbourhood, from old secorhb ); 
Of antique pr drawn from At dey AGT 
And their authorities, at wakes and ales, Anne 
With country preeedents, and i eee fle, An en 
We bring you nor, to ſhew what different things 
The cotes of clowns are, from the-courts. of kin. 
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11 E that hath — warfen, i 
And fitted fables for your finer ears, a 57 BBY ed 

Although at firſt he ſcarce could hit abs; 3 h aa 
Yet you, with patience hark*ning more and more, g. 

At length have grin up to him and made known, wp 5 
The working of his pen is now your own: 47 hep 
He prays you would vouchſafe, for your own _ 

To hear im this once more, but ſit awake. 

And though he now preſent you with ſuch wool,” 

As from mere'Engliſh flocks his muſe can r 

He hopes when it is ade up into cloth, 


Not the moſt curious head here will be loth - 
To wear a hood of it, it being a fleece, 
To match, or thoſe of Sicily, or. Greece. 

His ſcene is Sherwood, and his play a tale, 

Of Robin Hood's inviting from the vale 
Of Bevoir all the ſhepherds to a feaſt : 
Where, by the caſual abſence of one gueſt, 
The mirth is troubled much, and in-one man 
As much of ſadneſs ſhewn as paſſion can: 
The ſad young ſhepherd, whom we here preſent, 
Like his woes figure, dark and diſcontent, 

[The ſad ſhepherd paſſeth My over the fakt. 
For his loſt love, who in the Trent is ſaid 


To have miſcarried; las! what knows the head 
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of a calm river, whom hr fare I 11111 

Hear what Nis forraws are g and if they ound 

Your gentle breaſts, ſo. that the end crown all, it OV 

Which in the ſcope of one day's chance; may. fall; 1 

Old Trent will ſend you more ſuch tales as theſe, 

And ſhall grow young again as one. doth. pleaſe, ...:, . 
N een ing 10829, returns worn neW pur 

pee. andſpeaks n nd Bontvrbe. 
But here? 8 an; hereſy-of late let tall. ; — — 211 of 10 85 

That mirth by no means fits a paſtoral: 2157s "Y 

| Such ſay fo, 'who can make none, he . ot zc07” 4 
Elſe there's no ſcene more properly aſſums 

The ſock. For whence can ſport in derts. * 9 0 

But from the rural routs and familie??? 

Safe on this ground then, we not fear to-day 

To tempt your laughter by our ruſtick play. 

Wherein if we diſtaſte, or be cry'd down, 

We think we therefore ſhall not leave the town; 

Nor that the fore · wits that would draw the reſt 

Unto their liking, always like the beſt. 

The wiſe and knowing critic will not ſay, 

This worſt, or better is, before he weigh _ 

| Where every piece be perfect in the'kind : 

And then, though in themſelves he difference find, 

Yet if the place require it where they ſtood, 

The equal fitting makes them equal good. 

You ſhall have love and hate, and jealouſy, 

As well as mirth, and rage, and melancholy : 

Or whatſoever elſe may either move, 

Or ſtir affections, and your likings provs. 
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ould you the reaſon know? There have ſo many 
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= e only tries if once bare lines will bear it, 
et may't afford, ſo pleaſe you filent fit, gh: 5 
Nome mirth, ſome matter, nay Perhaps ſome wit. , 
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of peacocks tails, whoſe ſpots are like eyes. And | 

pidus, who coyld not fleep for the chattering of bine 7 

| ſet up a beaſt whoſe head was like a dragon ; and: 
wyuich ſtand in ave of report, are compelled to ſet H : 

; fore our. owl, Pallas's ſhield, thinking by her virtue ft 
| cover the other's deformity: - It was a fign of famine d 
Egypt, when Nilus flowed leſs than twelve cubits, o 

more than eighteen; andit may threaten deſpair unto l W 

if we. be.leſs curious than you look for, or more cumbe 2 
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ſome. But as Theſeus being promiſed to be brought 
an eagle's neſt, and, travelling all the day, found but 
wren in: a hedge, yet ſaid, this is a bird; ſo we hoh 
if the: ſhew of our ſwelling mountain, ſeeming to brit 
forth ſome. elephant, perform but a mouſe, you w 
gently ſay, this is a beaſt, Baſil, ſoftly touched, yieldel 
a ſweet ſcent ; but chafed in the hand, a rank fſavou 
We fear, even fo, that our labours, flily glanced 0 
will breed ſome content ; but examined to the prod 
ſmall commendation. The haſte in performing flu 
be our excuſe, There went two nights to the beg 
ting of Hercules, Feathers appear not on the ph@ 
nix under ſeven months, and the mulberry is twel 
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in budding ; but our travails are like the hare- 9, which | 


at one time bringeth forth, nouriſheth, and engendreth 
again; or like the brood of a trochilus, whoſe eggs, 
in the ſame' moment that they are laid, become birds. 
But howſoever we finiſh. our work, we crave- pardon, 
if we offend in matter; and patience, if we tranſgreſs 
in manners. We have mixed mirth with counſel, and 
diſcipline with delight; ; thinking it not amiſs, in the 
ſame garden to ſow. pot-herbs, that we ſet flowers. 
But we hope, as harts that caſt their horns, ſnakes 
their ſkins, éagles their bills, become more freſh for 
any other labour; ſo. our charge being ſhaken off, we 
ſhall be fit for greater matters. But leſt, like the Myn- 
-dians, we make our gates greater than our town, and that 
our play runs out at the preface, we here conclude ; 
wiſhing, that although there be in your preciſe judg- 
ments an uniyerfal miſlike, yet we may enjoy, by your 
wonted < a 1 as * | 
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"VV are Amed en our m ee 0 n 
by twilight, ſeenling a-firallow, ſhould be proved a bat, 
ſet againſt the fun. c But as Jupiter placed Silenw; 
aſs among the ſtars, and Alcibiades covered his pictum 
being owls and apes, with a curtain embroidered with 
lions and eagles, fo abe we enforced, upon a rough dif 
- courſe, to draw on a ſmooth excuſe ß reſembling la 
- pidaries, who think 10 hide the crack in a fone, by 

Netting it Sos in gald, - The gods fupp'd once mitt 
poor Baucis ; the Perſian kings fometimes ſhaved flicks; 
our hope is, your highneſs will at this time lend a 
ear to an idle paſtime, Appion raiſing Homer fron 
| het, demanded only who was his father? and ne 
calling Alexander from his grave, ſeek only who wa 
his love. Whatſoever we preſent, we wiſh it may be 
thought the dancing of Agrippa's ſhadows, who, in tht 
moment they were ſeen, were of any ſhape one woull 
conceive; or Lynces, who having a quick fight tt 
diſcern, have a ſhort memory to forget. With us | 
is like to fare as with torches, which giving light © 
others, conſume themſelves ; and we, ſhowing deligit 
to others, ſhame qurſelves, "LS 
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* » "i muſe deſeries no wen s paſſion, | 
No wretched father, no unthrifty ſon; 
No craving ſubtle wiiore, or ſhamelefs 5 
Nor ſtubborn clown, or daring Faraite; 2 
No lying ſervant, or bold ſycophant:; 255 
We are not wanton, ot ſatyrical.. 5160 
Theſe have their time and places bt but v, we * uh a 
Sad hours, and ſerious: ſtudies to RO £11: e 
Have taught fevere philoſophy: to ſmilee. :d 
The ſenſes? raſh contentions: to ben 10 ie 
And give diſpleas d ambitious Tongue her go 14 34 
Here's all, judicious friends, accept what is not ls 
Who are not ſuch, let them do what n. BY, 100 
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the gentlemch ſtudbnts of that univerfity, The allegorical ſubjedt of 
it is a contention among the five ſenſes, for the ſovereignty; andit 
is ſaid to have firſt inſpired Oliver Cromwell with the idea of ambi- 
tion, he having performed that character of T ach, or Feeling, in tis 
piece, with great Ws | 
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tile a new impoſition on a play. 
nen Shakeſpeare, Beaumont, Fletcher, rul'd the ſtage, 
There ſcarce were ten good palates i in the age ; 
ore curious cooks than gueſts ; for men would eat 
Moſt heartily of any kind of meat : 
e each play 71 
"at for epicures ! and that each day. 
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But mark how addly'i it is come about, 
And how unluckily it now falls out: | 
The palates are grown high, ded increas'd, 1 
And there wants that which ſhould make up the feaſt; | 
And yet y are ſo-ncpnſgionable, ygu d have, | 

Forſooth, of late, that which 51 never gave; 

en KR 0 7 75 ur Hu ON 


"4 8 4) 101. tt; J 


e War oe! 4; y 


x4 


Be n no hs 5 ha 
And ep'logue, writ to curiofity.. .., 


40 d 70 


1 
los M „l 
"4 
* 
489 


Well (genteels) "tis the gf of the Py 
And, pray, conſider't, for here's juſt the caſe 


The richneſs of the ground is gone and na 
Men's brains grow barren, 8 _ you raiſe the rent. 
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You're welcome all to a Well me meaning 15 6 e UE? 


in For ſuch our author made it, with 1 intent 
To defame none. His muſe is innocent, 
Argin yet, that has not found the ways 


Out of foul crimes to raiſe herſelf a praiſe ; 

And therefore the: deſires you would exeule” 7 7-7 
All bitter ſtrains that ſuit a ſatire muſe ; _ 2 
And that which ſo much takes, the. vulgär eats 5 ry. 9 8. 
Looſeneſs of ſpeech, xhich they for zeſts do hears... air? 
She hopes none ſuch are here; therefore e . Ain 
Venture this ſtory, purg d from lighter airs: od bat 
A piece entire, without ar Patch, n gar grad H 
Round in itſelf and ory Where. the ſame, 704 B an bnR 
And if there be not int, what. they: calk wit, 2561225 vH 1 
There might have been, had it been thaught a 1 F mY * 
A ſhepherd's muſe gently of love does Gag. ban 
And with it mingles no impurer thing, POTTER ION Sigg) 2 8 9 
Such ſhe preſents.unto your ears and es a g 
And yet your — * . N oT 
Of liking or diſſiking what you wil; l 6 
You may ſay this. is well, or that ben 1 5d. 111712 OF 
Without diſpute; for why ſhould you, that pax˖nß 577 
For what you have, be taught what you ſhould. ſay? « ;3! 


Or made to judge by any ſquare or rule. 
As if you came not to a ſtage, but ſchool Þ | "7 7 08 
No, he that made it ſays, if. you will eat, _ 
He will not force your ſtomachs, there's your _ * 
Which if you like, tis well; if ae a Gs; n= 
There muſt be difference in opinion. — 

' Beſides, he's ſure, whatever he could wiſh, 3 291 
Tour taſte, and not his art, e he din. 1 


5 ö PL Cn” Wy ; » | 0 


nn : 7 5 4 5 . 1 4 1 * 1 * 6 . W. ; F 
Go ; IR GER PH EN 2 bs JI | 
— 


Ws © r = 1 1 
fk | | as * 4144 4 IS 4 + & a * > 


— .. 22 
22 
- 


5 
c _ * N " 
—— 5 * l 1 4 p — a 1 
pk ns | 4 " n * = _ 
- * 6 |; l — 
. ABI N 2 2" 1 FR EIN 
4 T22=2 1 — * : D - q - , r — — C 4 —ñ—— 0 
* * = — — —— — — — 5 - 4 D — ©; wp $4 9 . 
— — — RR = ad 66s. * 
: Y "7 . =" —— ; 7 r « "7 
8 2 _ 4 
- - - 2 * * 2 p N "A 
Lox oy ns - ; — 5 N 1 4. \ 
* * 2 r.. p —— — — — 0 ” 
- »% > os "On . op, r n E I 
— — — —— — "% . 
- K 3 4 _— - — 8 — — 
> * — 0 —— 
> 1 5 
1 


5 
. I re Ls — 2 

* 

* 

7 

{3 

£4 

4 

[ 

LF 

7 

& 

17 

* A 

1 


oY n 3 
— — — — 
* 
4 


 PFrotoaur ro rue Kn e þ 


- Fm. g 12 * 2 2 ** 3 — dy * 1 F. * 5 231 | 
4 232 


_— iS Ke 4 wa a 


TOON 


— r — — — ao 4 — _ SY 
> * ow — a > man * £ * r WE, CE ne = 5 — — TOS — — 


v4 
Aa 


9 ADVENTURES or FIVE HOURS," be 


* ©Y * 
A FF 4 4 G at hg * N 
e ee e enen wil 
4 ＋ _— 1 , 3 


FE we could hit cit” luke; thete are due #8 
Certain reſpects from writers, and from you; gt 76 oi e f 
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If there were only candour on your yy” 5 3:12 929804 
And on the poet's judgment, fancy, art i Sin / 
If they remember that their audiencſgce 0 ho 
Are perſotis of the moſt exalted ſenſſ oe 999 
And you confider well the Juſt reſpect Res 6 heed A 
Due to their poems, when they are correcte: { 63481 
Then both our theatres may have the fate; 1801 19 
To help to form the manners of the Ae: 5147 BY 
For there are crimes arraign'd a'th* poet? s bar, 1110 
Which cannot be redreſs'd at Weſtminſter... 
Our ancient bards their morals did diſpen ee: 56087 
In numbers, to inſinuate the ſenſes! Mn he 
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And who our paſhons charm, ou wills controul. 55 
This our well-megnin gputhor had in ew; * 
And, though but faintly executed, _..:.... —_ 80 
Indulg'd th" attempt with ſuch benevolence, 5 
That he has been uneaſy ever fince; „„ 
For though his yanity1you gratify d, 
The obligation did provoke His pride. 8 1 
But he has now compounded with Uoßitton e 


For that more {oli greatneſs, felf- fruition ; 5 ö OF wy on * SH 
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And going to embrace a civil death, - 
He's loth to die indebted to your breat * 


He would be even with Jou, | but wants 1 * 
The ſtream will riſe no hi gher than the ſaurce, 
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And ey who treat 175 wle ſhould excell ; 8 N 


n 45 e Ag hon) boA 
Here, 'tis to do i, do onl well... 2 
N 10% On N81 SRI 
He has, as other Se have, 800d | will, - Ds nge I 
And only, wants (like thoſe) nature and ki] "Fay | be 2 ST 
But firice he cannot Teach the envied height, _ 5 I ae iq 
H'has caſt ſome grains in this to mend the wei ab — 
And being to part you, prays vou to accept 1 
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* it not e to hear 4 poet 1 . 1 200 
He comes to aſk you. how, you. like the play | ore inth 4 1. 
You have not ſeen it yet ; alas, tis true; e Bak 
But now your love and hatred. judge, not INS ; C 1 9 8 
i And cruel factions (brib'd by int'reſt).come, .,, _ fr 
Dot to weigh merit, but to give their doom. e je 
; of Our poet, therefore, jealous of th event, 1 g 5 73 0 , 
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Bf Aftrol, reads. A figure of the heavenly bodies i in 
their ſeveral apartments, Feb. 5th, half an hour after, 
three after noon ; from whence you are to judge the 
ſucceſs of a new play, called the Wild Gallant. 

2. Afﬀtrol, Who muſt judge of it, we, or theſe gen- 
tlemen ? We'll not meddle with it ; ſo tell your poet, 
Here are in this houſe the ableſt mathematicians in Eu- . 


rope for * 2 
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„ 4 Vet let us q̃udge it hy che nales of art. 
Firſt, Jupiter, the aſcrhtdant's lar diſgrad d. 


In the twelfth houſe; aptl near grim Saturn plac, 
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Donots ſhore life unto this play == — 
| 10 77 


2 AH. root” 
In Sid apartment, Sagitarry; ket - 
Dnder e 
1 Af. Why then the life's not very ſhort, nor long: 
2 Aß. The luck not very good, nor very ill. 

Prolo. That is to ſay, tis as tis taken ſtill. 

1 Af. But, brother Ptolomy, tHe leatned days, 


'Tis the fifth houſe from whence we Judge of — 


Venus, the lady of that houſe, I find. 
15 Peregrine, your play iz ill delign'd; .,. - | 1 5 
It ſhould, have been but one continued "os 
1 at the leaſt a dance of three hours bg 1 * 
2 Af. But yet the greateſt miſchief does remain, 
"Ka twelfth apartment bears, the lord of 8 


Wßence 1 conclude, it i your ane 25 550 


To be indanger'd by a Spaniſh plot. 44 al 
Proli. Our poet yet protection hopes from yous .: A nf 
But bribes you not with any thing that 5 ner. 
Nature is old, which poets imitate ; Was r 
And for wit, thoſe that boaſt their own IR 1 
Forget Fletcher and Ben before them went, Fr > = 
Their elder brothers, and who vaſtly peut; $a, oo 
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th this firſt charge ſpend their poetic 1 rage: 
| Expect no more when: once the prologue 8 done; 15 Sor M 


You now: have habits, dances, ſcenes. and rhymes; 


They blow out candles to give light to thy Plot... 4 
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My CHA It en to Euglih plays dene. * 9 7 
He could have wilh'd-it better for your ſikes 15 

ROT i Baraker in plays hie finds you love miſtakes, >. 

Beſides, he thought it was in vain to met 
What you are bound in honour to defend, 

That Engliſh wit (hoe er deſpis d by fake) 

game ad e wg ids overcome. ; 
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= nah Ueſi ra vou ee of the town RE” 
Would paſs a vote to put all prologues down; 4 5 N 
For who can fliew me, fince they firſt were writ, 4 
They eder converted one hard-hearted wit ERS Wis 
Yet the world's mended well; in former days, = 
Good prologues were as ſcarce as now good plays £ 
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For the reforming poets of our age, avi > 85 
2 1 46% OA 


The wit! is ended ere the play s begun. 
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High language often ; ay, and ſenſe Deine 1 
As for a clear contrivance, doubt it not ; EY 
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And for ſurpriſe, two bloody-minded men 
Fight till they die, then riſe and dance again. 
. Such 
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; Such deep intrigues i welcome to this day : 


All choPrick, loſing gameſters, who, in pt, _ 
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But blame yourſelves, not him who wrote the play; 
Though his plot's dull, as can be well defir'd, . 
" Wit ſtiff as wud you have &er admir d. 5 
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There i is a reh in eo as W as cloaths, © 7 3 
mere kind en c Tang OO > 
3 Second Prologue emer. e 
2.— Hold; would you tale 85 
For judges all you ſee within the pit F 
1. Whom would he then except, or on what ſeore 2 
2. All who (like him) have writ ill plays before: 
For they, like thieves condemn'd, are hangwen | 
To execute the members of their trade. + 
All that are writing now he would diſown,' - 


But then he muſt except ew 'n all the town. n 
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Will damn to-day; becauſe they loſt laſt night. | 

All ſervants whom their miſtreſs* ſcorn e A 
All maudlin lovers, and all ſlighted maids ; EO 

All who are out of humour, or ſevere; © 1 70 5 * 

All that want wit, or hope to find it Nie of 5 80 
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is PROLOGUE, 7 To. 1 0 | : ä : 5 5 
INDIAN QUEEN: 


_ the ak plays 1 air, che e curtain „ 
diſcovers an Indian Boy and Girl Nleeping under tuo plane 
tain trees; and when the curtain. i almoſt up, the muſic | 
turns into a tune expreſſing as alarm, at which * 1 

ſ e e a ee ee 


Ber. F 


W AKE, e ou fol and | 
And fly together with our country's peace. + HA ; 
No more muſt we, ſleep under plantain N 
Which neither heat could pierce, nor cold , 
Where bounteom nature never feels decay, 

And op'ning buds drive falling fruits away. - 4 
Que. Why ſhould men quarrel here, ible all 1 pot 

Az much as they can hope for by ſucceſs ? _ . oth fa; 
None can have moſt, where nature is ſo ind. 11 l Wh 
As to exceed man's uſe, though not his mind. 

Boy. By ancient prophecies we have been told, 

Our world ſhall be ſubdu'd by one more old 

And ſee, that world already's hither come. 

Aue. If theſe be they, we welcome then our doom. 
Their looks are fuch, that mercy flows from OY 
More gentle than our native innocence. 

Bey. Why ſhould we then fear theſe are enemies, 

That rather — to us like deities? 
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They came nat hefe t oanquer, but forgive. 
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Au critics ! ! 1 our eons hers 
Worſhip, juſt as they do the devil, for fear ; 
In rey rence to your; pow r, I come t We | 
ro give you timely warping of our plays. 
The ſcenes are old, the habits are the ſaws... 
We wore laſt year, before the Spaniards came. 
Now, if you ſtay, the blood chat ſhall be ſhed 


From this poor play, he a upon your head. 
We neither promiſe you one dance, or ſhow; 
Then plot and language, they, ave wanting o. . 4 # 0 
But you, kind wits, will thoſe light faults excuſe z - 
Thoſe are the common frailties of the muſe 3 _ 
Which who ohſerves he buys his glean ee BEIT, 5.1 
For *tis your huſimeſs to he cozen d herr. 

Theſe wretched ſpies of Wit muſt then onde... 
They take more pains to pleaſe themſelves the leſs, © 
Grant us ſuch judges, Phoebus, we requeſt, 5 

As ſtill miſtake themſetves into à jeſts :: 
Such eaſy judges, that our poet may Ee 
Himſelf admire the fortune of his Play; * 
l... F 
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(And eren ere 
Think he writes well hecauf ses m 
This he conętives not hard to bring about, A 
If all of you would join to help him out. 
Would each man take but what he ee 
And leave the reſt upon the poet's hands. 
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II E who writ This, wer without pains and the 
. _— French and Engliſh theatres has brought 
Th' exacteſt rules by which a play is wrought. 
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The unities of action, place, and time; 
T) he ſcenes unbroken; and a mingled chimem 
Of Jonſon's humour, with old Corneille's rhyme. 
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But while dead colours he with care did lay, 

He fears his wit, or plot, he did not weigh, —_ * 

Which are the living beauties of a plag. 
Tt, „ I.. 

Plays are like towns, which, howe'e er bernd 

By engineers, have ſtill ſome weaker Mes. wi 

By the o'er-ſeen defendant uneſpy'd,. 
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And oi that art 5 l ap proaches now 45 
Such ſkilful fury ini aſſaults you ew, 
That every How without ſhame 5 bow. 
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Ours 1 bund would at tend | your doom, 
If ſoldier-like, he may have terms to come 
ith flying colours, and with beat of drum. 
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$ECOND' PROLOGUE, 50 


I Had format one e half, I 45 nn i 

\nd now am ſent again to ſpeak the hs | 
He bows to every great and noble wit; 8 1 75 2556 4; 
But to the little Hectors of the pit, 
Dur poet's ſturdy, and will not ſubmit. 


Hcl! be before-hand- with em, and not ſtay 
o ſee each peeviſh critic ſtab his play; 

2 ach puny cenſor, who, his ſkill to boaſt, 

% cheaply witty on the poet's coſt. 

o critic's verdict ſhould, of right, ſtand good; 
bey are excepted all as men of blood : 

| And the ſame law ſhall ſhield him from their fury, 
is \ hich has excluded butchers from a jury. 


You'd all be wits- — 5 | 
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PROLOGUES. 


But vriting 8 tedious; and that way may fl; . 
The moſt compendious method is to rail; 1 
which you ſo like, vo think yourſelves ill 5 
When in ſmart prologues you are not, Ps 
A civil prologue is approv'd by no man; 

You hate it as you do a civil woman. 
Your'fancy's pall'd, and liberally you pay, fu 
To have it Re r 'd ere 777 ke a - =; 0 


Give money to pd to appetite. | 
But what a pox 8 I ſo much ado, 
_ To fave qur poet ? He is one of you; 


: * A brother judgment, and, as I hear ſay, 
A curſed critic as e er damn'd a play. 


Good ſavage gentlemen, your own kind ſpare ; 


He is, like you, a very wolf or bear: 


Yet think not he'll your ancient rights invade, 


Or ſtop the courſe. of your free damning moles 5 ha 
For he (he vows) at no-friend's play can ſit, c 1 


But he muſt needs find fault, to ſhow. his wit. 


Then, for his ſake, ne'eg fins your own light 


Throw boldly, for he fits to all that rise. 
With ſuch he ventures on an even laß: 


For they bring ready moneꝝ into pla. 
Thoſe who write not, and ygt all writers nick, 
Are bankrupt gameſters ; for they damn on tick. | 
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X | FFC 
Fools, « which each an meets in his diſh cach de, 
Are yet the great regalia's of M ple; 5 1 


In which to pets vou hut jquſt appear 
To bias tha higheſt e d en Gar AX 


Fops in the townymore-ealily! wilt pas; A d 5 85 1 


Obs fory makes a ftatutebe ab... ; 

But ſuch in plays muſt be much thiekef ſow, G 
N 

Like yolks of eggs, a dozen beat to one. * 
Obſerving poets all their walks invade, © Aan M6433 
As men-watch woodcacke glding through # gator 
And when they have enough for comedy, 

. They ſtew their ſeyeral hodies in a pie. a t Laila ab 

Phe poet's but the cook to faſluon it; in 
Þ For, gallants, you yourſelves have found the wits 


To bid you welcome would your bounty wrong; 
None welcome * e ee their cheer ra 
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| Lives under ground, and thence new branches e fl 


So, from old Shakeſpeare's honeſt duſt, this day i 
Springs up and bnds a new; reviving play. W 
| Shakeſpeare, who (taught by none) did-firſt j impact: 5: 


© To Fletcher wit, to labourit 
"He, monarch-like, gave thoſe his ſubjects lau, N 


Fletcher reach'd that which on his heights did ung. 

Whilſt Jonſon crept and gather'd.all below. e bu 
1 This did his love, and this his mirth e 5 1 

| bh One imitates him moſt, the other beſt. - 3780601 U 


"Tis with the drops which fell eee ee, 1 
The ſtorm which vaniſh'd on nnd ing ſhore, ©: 
Was taught by Shakeſpears' s Tempeſt firſt to roar. 
That innocence and beauty which did ſmile 
In Fletcher, grew « on this Enchanted He. 
But Shakeſpeare's magic could not copied be; 
Within that circle none durſt walk but he. 
J muſt confeſs twas bold, nor would you now 
That liberty to vulgar wits allow, , _ 
_ Which works by magic ſupernatural things ; 
_ But Shakeſpeare's pow'r is ſacred as a king's. 
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And is that nature which they: paint and drr. | 


If they have fince out-writ all other men, bling oY 


Thok 
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But if for Shakelpen we er your Serie, „ 17 
We for our theatre:ſhall want 3 A af Fan 8 31 | 30 
10 by our dearth. of youths.are fo orce'd 4 e YT. 

One of our women to preſent a boy.z* 161 —_ 
And that's a transformation, you will, {a 1 0 Db or 
Exceeding all the magic in the on 0 £4 el 


Her ſex transform d from man to- WOI 31s rei *rr 
hate'er ſhe was:hefore-the! ploy ben, 217 2001 5H 
All you ſhall ſee of ny rot ence wig . Net 0 \ BEA 
Or if your fancy will be farther led K ei b 4h * 
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TYRANNICK LOVE. 
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oh Sur-iove (tho? never rightly underſtood) 
Makes poets ſtill conclude their plays are good; 
And malice in all critics reigns ſo high, 

That for ſmall errors they whole plays decry. 
So that to ſee this fondneſs, and that ſpite, ES 
You'd think that none but madmen judge or write ; 
Therefore, our poet, as he thinks not fit 


' impoſe upon you what he writes for wit; 


Ferdinand, performed by an aQreſs, : 
„„ 0 
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ieſtho wereivectin'd, 200 jorl « 92. 
And then he writ as pepple then, belie v de h Inwps t | 


t none expect in the laſt act to 40 1 Ant zit Þ roll 


To find her waere 9 8 * #7 | * bf 
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Poets, like lover, tilt Be bly dug ute 


You equal judges of 6 Nu of I hh 
They judge biit Half, he only fault will Te. 1 


OI | 


7 


They ſpoil their dulinelt with An Stcefcare: 


And he who ſervilely erveps after Tn wo 


2 


Is fafe, but neꝰer will reach an 
Hence tis, our poet, in Bis conjuring, 761 ax 
Allow'd his fancy the full fcope and fving ; . 


But when a tyrant por His xheme ne h. * nh 


- 


And tho” he ſtumbles in a full « 
Yet raſhneſs is a better fault Has EO 


He ſaw his way; but in W ſwift a pace; 


7 3 | 
£2. Df BA Of ; 


1330 200 
1 . 
is 0 Was 4 77 ; 
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et 
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He loos'd the reins; and bade his meſs: run mad: Wi 


To chuſe the ground, might be to loſe the rüde. 
They, then, who of each trip th* advantage take, 
Find but thoſe faults 1 they. want wit to male. 
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1 how re form'd and quit are we bene, PE get A. 
Since all our braves and al or ite 2 , 
Fop- corner now is free ben init wer, n = of 
White-wig and vizard mak e no longer jar. a3 eie 15,27 
France and the fleet ere neee „ 
That we can act in pede; and you can hen. 
"Twas a ſad ſight, before Wey cd Wes ess 1 
To ſee our warrior, in red waiſtcoats,. come, 
With hair tuck d up, into our tiring - room. 
But twas more fad to hear their laſt n 8 
he women ſobb'd; and ſwore they would be true: : 
And ſo they were, as long as eier they c 
But powerful guinea cannot be withſtood ; , 
And they were made of Pplay-houſe fleſh and blood. 
Fate did their friends for double uſe ordain, 
In wars abroad they grinning honour. gain, 
And miſtreſſes, for all that ſtay, maintain. RT 
ow they are gone, tis dead vacation here, 
or neither friends nor enemies appear. 
Poor penſiue punk now peeps ere plays begin, 
Sees the bare bench, and dares not venture in; 
But manages her laſt half crown with care, 
\nd trudges to the Mall, on foot, for air. 
Our city friends ſo far will hardly come; 2; 
cy can take up with pleaſures nearer home; 
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And fee gay ſhows, and andy ;ellembere, 
For we preſume they ſeldom come to hear. $0 i=: 
But they bave now ta en up a glriou trade, 
And cutting gelt, Niguts in n 587.6 
I There's all our hope; D 2 
ö A maſquing ball, to mmend our play: wor K 
Nay, to endea em r hot and.let. ed ſes., 1d 1470 l 
We ſcorn to come behind in courteſy, |, ., ..,.; Tarte 
We'll follow the new. mode which, they, begin... GN 
And treat them wit! h 4 roomy h * within x.,- done 
For that's one way, 'howe'er the play fall aa. 5 
T* oblige .the town, the city, and eure bn ak 
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With chiming verſe, till the dull plays begitt 215801 * oy 
With this ſad difference; though, of pit and pw, 
_ You damn the poet, but the' prieſt damns you.. 
But prieſts can treat you at your own expence, © „34 
And gravely call you fools, without offen te. 


Poets, poor devils! have ne'er your folly ——_ £2240 50 
But to their coſt you prow'd it cv their bun- od3 07d 


For when a fop's preſented'o the Rage, g | 85 H 
1 Straight all the coxcotnibs: in the toun engage: e e 


o : 

- 1 » * , p e 
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* A noted hair-dreſſer. 


And grunt, like hogs; about their captive fivi a - 
Your poets daily Seren ths fl Raw $14 e e 
You mult have fools, yet none will have ele, . alt — 
Or if, in kindneſs; /yout that leave would give, | 8 Wie 
No man could Will you, at that rate ybu re: 
For ſome of you grow fops with ſo much his, // | | 
Riot in nonſenſe, and commit fuch waſte, 
'Twould ruin poets, ſboukd they ſpend ſo faſt. 
He who made this, obſerv'd what farces hit, 
And durſt not diſoblige" you now with wit. 
But, gentlemen, you over- do the mode *: 
You muſt have fools out of the conimon road. * 
Thꝰ unnatural ſtraind buffoon is only dad c ws 
No fop can pleaſe you now of God's oπ⁹nm . 
Pardon our Poet, if. he ſpeaks his mina To 24% Df 
You come to plays with your own follies lin d. 
Small fools fall on you, like ſmall ſhowers, in vain 4 ; 
Your own oil'd coats keep out all common rain. 
You muſt have Mamamouchi, “ ſuch a 80 % ret 
As would appear a monſter in a ſhop. | 
He'll fill your pit and boxes to the row 
ere, ramin'd in eromds, you ſee ee in n him. . 
Sure there's ſome ſpell our poet never knew, 
n bullibabilah, and obs, clay r 
But marabarah ſabem moſt did. touch you; 18 
That is, Oh, how we love the Mamamouchi oF 
W Grimace and habit ſeat you. pleas'd away 3. 
You damn'd the poet, and cry'd up the play. 


2 


* Aluding to the Italian pants mimes, then firlt added to plays. 
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Ts chought had ade our author more ugs 
Bus that he hopes Im fool N ae renne, bn 
But here's my grief, tho nature —— Wo! 

_ Have cut me out to act a ar part; 3781 H 1 
et, to your praiſe, he few. wats: here Will Me: f m . 
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As ood eB es * Tris pol f 
Court the rich knave that gripes their e 

The fir fat buek of alt the ſeaſon's ſent, 0 Y 
And keeper takes tio fee in ebmplimenmnm. 
The dotage of ſome Engliſhmen'is fuch, | 5100.00 
To fawn on thoſe-who ruin them, the Dutch, | 

They ſhall have all, rather than make a war 

With thoſe who of the ſame religion are. | ia 
The ſtreights, the Guiney trade, the hertings to 
Nay, to preſerve them, they ſhall ite you.” ' iy 
Some are refolv'd not to find out the cheat; * 
But, cuckold-like; love him who does pre Mir 
What injuries ſoe'er upon us fall, e 

Yet ſtill, the ſame religion anſwers all. 

Religion wheedled you to civil war, 

Drew Engliſh blood, and Dutchmen's now won ſpare. 
Be gull'd no longer ; for you'll And it trae, 
They have no more religion, faith—than you. 
Sp Int'ref' 
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Int!reſt's the 0 they worſhip i in their ſtats ; 
\nd you, I take it, have not much of that. 
well, monarchies may own religion's name; 
But ſtates are atheiſts in their very frame. 
They ſhare a fin, and'ſuch proportions fall, 
That, like a ſtink, *tis nothing to them all. - 
How they love England, you ſhall ſee this day: 
No map ſhews Holland truer than our play. 
Their pictures and inſcriptions well we 1 
e may be bold one medal fare to ſno wm. 
View then their falſhoods, rapine, dd | 
And think, what once they were, they ſtill A, * 
But hope not either language, plot, or art 
"Twas writ in haſte, but with et. | 
And leſs hope wit; in Dutchmen that would he 
As much Improper, as would honeſty. n N 
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8 author ye FART ande i. it true, | a 
Tis much more hard to pleaſe himſelf than your! 1 0 > 9 
And, out of no feign'd modeſty, this wy” n ] Vs] 


' Damns his laborious trifle of a play. 
Not that it's worſeſthan what before writ; „ e 


But he has now another taſte of wit: 


And, to confeſs a truth (though out of time) 
| Grows weary of his long-lov'd miſtreſs, rhyme. 
Paſſion's too fierce to be in fetters bound, 


And nature flies him, like enchanted ground. | 5 
What verſe can do, he has perform'd in this, 
Which he preſumes the moſt correct of his. 

But, ſpite of all his pride, a ſecret ſhame 


Invades his breaſt, at Shakeſpeare's ſacred name: 


\ 


Aw'd when he hears his godlike Romans rage, 
He, in a juſt deſpair, would quit the ſtage, 
And to an age leſs poliſh'd, more unſkill'd, 


Does, with diſdain, the foremoſt honours yield. 
As with the greater dead he dares not ſtrive, 
He would not match his verſe with thoſe who live, 


Let him retire, betwixt two ages caſt, 
The firſt of this, and hindmoſt of the laſt. 


A lofing gameſter, let. him ſneak away ; 


He bears no ready money from the play. 


©. as 
67 8 


* 


= 5 * D n 14 


The fate which governs poets thought i it fit, 

He ſhould not raiſe his fortunes by his wit. 

The clergy thrive, and the litigious bar; 

Dull heroes fatten with che ſpoils of war: "OY KA 
All ſouthern vices; Heav'n be Prais'd ! are here; 
But wit's a luxury you think too dear. 

When you to cultivate the plant are loth, =, 

Tis a ſhrewd ſign was never of your growth: 
And wit in northern climates will not blow, 
Except, like orange - trees, tis hous'd from ſhow. 
There needs no care to put a play houſe down; 1 
'Tis the moſt deſart place of all the town, © 
We and our neighbours, to ſpeak proudly, are, 5 
Like monarchs, ruin'd with expenſive war; Ee, 
White, like wiſe Engliſh, unconcern'd' you fit, 25 
And ſee us play the Tragedy of Wit. 8 
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WORLD WELL, LOST. i ih 
Want flocks of critics hover here , 1 
As vultures wait on armies for their prey. ; 
All gaping for the carcaſe of a play 1 me 
With croaking notes, they bode: fome dire event, | 5 ati | 
And follow dying poets by th the Wan. ng | 
| Ours gives himſelf for gone; you've watch'd y your time! | 


He fights this day unarm'd, without his. rhyme ; A; uh bn 
And brings a tale which often has been told; . 
As fad as Dido's, and almoſt as old, — 
His hero, whom you wits his bully call, N 
Bates of his mettle, and ſcarce rants at all: 
He's ſomewhat lewd- but a well-meaning mind 
Weeps much; fights little; but is wond'rous kind. 
In ſhort, a pattern, and companion fit, - 
For all the keeping tonies of the pit. | 
I could name more: a wife, and miſtreſs too; 
Both (to be plain) too good for moſt of you x 
The wife well-natur'd, and the miſtreſs true. þ 
Now, poets, if your fame has been his care, 
Allow him all the eandor you can ſpare. e I 
A brave man ſcorns to quarrel once a day; 1 N 
| þ 


oy ples * in at every petty fray. 1 
1 N 135 Let 


woo 


+ 5 DRI ꝙ 80 3 1 * > 
Lat thoſe find. fault, whoſe. wit's Io very ſmall, ii 
They've need ro hp the Menn e 52175 


He who would ſeanch for pearly Wa en wr. 

Fops may have leave io level all they en. 
Ay pigmies would be glad da lop ND. had: 0 WY 
Half-wits are fleas, 19 little and fo 3 nel g 
We ſcarce could know they live, but that 8 — 
But, as the rich, hen tir ꝗ with daily feaſts, 

For change, Os their next poor tenant* 8 gueſts ; 

Dink hearty draughty of ale from plain brown . 
And ſnatch the homely raſher from the coals : 

So you, reticing from much better cheer, 4 

Far once, may venture to-do penance here. 

And ſince that plenteous. autumn now is paſt, 


Whoſe grapes and peaches haye ipdulg' d your ar. 
Take i in good part from our Door poet” 8 . 
duch riyell'd mw. * e £4 affe e 
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Tex wit has ſeen its beſt Gays long ago? 
It ne'er look'd up fince we were dipp'd in ſhow : 
When ſenſe in doggrel rhimes and clouds was og, 
And dulneſs flouriſh'd at the actors coſt : 
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| To forage for a little wit and lame, © 
Pray, pardon him, he meant you no offence, © 
Next ſummer, Noſtradamus * tells, they ſay, 
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And not enow be left to damn a play. 
To every fail befide; good Heav'n, be kind; 
But drive away that ſwarm with ſuch a wind, 
That not one locuſt may be left behind, 
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'Twas that my own abundance gave 1 me mote. 
On foreign trade I needed not rely; 
Like fruitful Britain, rich without ſupply. _ 
In this my rough- drawn play you ſhall behold. 
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We'll fairly leave you what your" maker meant l 
Satire was once your phyfic, wit your food; at 5 we 
One nourifh'd not, and t'other drew no blood. 1 
We now preſeribe, like doctors in deſpair, en 
The diet your weak appetites can bear. * bs 
bince hearty beef and mutton will not. do, 
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Foz twenty years 420  inve on lit flags” Pee > 
Has loſt, on this incorrigible age: ons. ends = 6 
Our poets, the John Ketches of e ration a Si rent a 

Have ſeem'd to laſh ye, evn to encoriation: con 4 A 


out gil no fign remains, Which plainly notes, a "i 
8 You bore like heroes, or you brib'd/like Oates, * id Kit : Y 
11 


What can we do, when mimicking a fop, 5 8 
Like beating nut- trees, makes a larger e BOY 
Faith, we'll e en ſpare our pains ; and to content Jeu, 
We'll fairly leave you what your maker meant Vie 
Satire was once your phyfic, wit your food ; _ oy 2 
One nouriſh'd not, and Yother drew no he; OS 
We now preſcribe, like « doQtors in deſpair, | e 
The diet your weak appetites can bear. 1 


5 bince hearty beef and mutton will not do, my 


Here's julep- dance, ptiſan of fong and = F 
Give you ſtrong ſenſe, the liquor is too heady : 
You're come to farce, that's aſſes milk, already, 
Some hopeful youths there are, of callow wit, 


by Who one day may be men, if Heav'n think fit ; 


Sound may ſerve ſuch, ere they to ſenſe are grown; 
Like leadin g-itrings, till they can walk alone, 
3 VV 
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But yet, to keep our friends i in count'nance, know 
The wiſe Italians firſt invented ſhow IF Þ 
.._ _ Thence into France the noble pageant paſe'd; 
eus England's credit to be cozen'd laſt. 
1, Freedom and zeal have chous i you wer and dier; 
Pray, give us leave to bubble you once more 
VLou never were ſo cheaply fool'd-before. e 
We bring you change, to humour your diſeaſe; : : 54.2 
| Changy for the. worle has ever us d to pleaſe. „ 
Then tis the mode of France; without: whoſe, rule — Fay 
None mult preſume to ſet up here erde 0010 | 
I France, the 9 gp ag is always vun gn... 
eam dhe tunes, fo long,, 
Til foot, hand, head, Kemp time with ev'ry. 7 Rays a 
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Tn z Jud e remor'® thi? h he's o more coy lg; 

May plead at bar, r at the council-boarge” 7 to 
60 may caſt poets write; there's no pretenfion © © * | 
To argue loſs of wit from'loſs of penfion;*” 527 * 
Your looks ane chearful; and in all this place, 
] ſee not one chat wears a damniug 00 50 oft? ; 
The Britiſh nation is to brave to bn birt 3048 a9 
Ignoble vengeance on a'val 571 1 
At leaſt, be cjyiltq the wreteh! upplorings! - U 5818 
And lay your paws upqn his, without weng, enen A 
Suppoſe our; poet wes your fae. before, 
Yet now the hus neſs of the ee, hog „ off 
'Tis time to let your evil wars alone, t J of 
When troops are into winter - quarters * if yo be 
Jove was alike to Latian and to Ehrygian; e 4 
And you well know a plays of no religion. f 
Take good advice, and pleaſe yourſelves this day 168 3 
No matter from hat hands v have the play. 
Among good felloms every health will paſſ z, 
That ſerves to carry round b *. . 
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* Poor Dryden had turned Papiſt then, and forfeited his place & 


poet laureat, 
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Thus far che poet ; but his brains wor iii, 

And all the reſt is purely from my noddle. 
You've ſeen young ladies at the ſenate door, 

Prefer petitions, and your grace e. 

However grave the legiſlators were, 

- Their cauſe went ne'er the worſe for WIOE 6. 

Reaſons as weak an theirs perhaps I bring; 

But I could bribe you with as good a thing. 

I heard him make advances of good nature,” 25 7 
That he, for once, would ſheath his curing fines th 
Sign but his peace, he vows he'll ne'en again 1 
The ſacred names of fops and beaus prcfanc; 

Strike up the bargain quickly; for, I wear, $1) 

As times go now, he offers very far. 

Be not too hard on him with ſtatutes neither; 

Be kind, and do not ſet your teeth 8 8 

To ſtretch the laws, as coblers do their leather, ac 
Horſes by Papiſts are not to be ridden ;* 

But ſure the muſes” horſe was ne er forbidden * 2 
For in no rate book it was ever found ub Bee 
That Pegaſus was valued: at five 4 he. bo 28 
Fine him to daily drudging and inditiog, : 12 
And let him pay W in We. 
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e neither can offend. you nom, nor _ Jes: 
he honey bag and venom lay ſo near, ) 
hat both together you reſoly d to tear, 76s 15 e 
nd loſt your pleaſure to ſecure your faves LET, = 
ow can he ſhew bis manhood, if you bind him 

o box, like boys, with one hand ty'd ALA: him 2 
his is plain levelling of wit, in which "IT 7 
he poor has all th* advantage, not the Hel. Nara 
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25 ind wits turn blockheads in their own defence. 
pf, et, though the ſtage's traffic is undone, | Ss 
* till Julian's interloping trade goes on. 

92: hough latire on the theatres you ſmother, L 

* et in lampoons you libel one another. 75 


he firſt produces {till a ſecond jig ; 
ou whip them out, like ſchool-boys, till they gig; 5 

d with the ſame ſucceſs, we readers guels ; > 
Ir ey? £24 one * dwindles to a leſs. 
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1 Think, or hope; at leaſt; ine coaſt is clear, 

That none but men of wit and ſenſe are here; | 
That our bear· garden friends are all „„ 
Who bounce with hands and feet, and cry, Play, play.! 
mo, to ſave coach · hire, trudge along the ſtreet, 

hen print our matted ſeats with dirty feet; | 

Vho, while we ſpeak, make love to orange-wenches, 

Ind between acts ſtand ſtrutting on the benches ; 3 :. 


49 here, got a cock=horle „making vile grimaces, 5 

7 hey to the boxes ſhew their booby faces. Rs 855 
+ "iP Micrry-Andrew ſuch a mob will ſerve, | he 72 
= Ind treat them with fuch wit as they deſerve. 

| t 'em go people Ireland, where there's need 

5 f ſuch new planters, to repair the breed i 

ihe r to Virginia or Jamaica ſteer ; - 

8 ut haye a care of ſome French privateer : . 
rr if they ſhould become the prize of battle, 

"Il 


hey'li take *em black and white for Iriſh cattle, 

iſe, true judges, in your own defence, 

'ontroul thoſe foplings, ar and declare for ſenſe ; 

Vor. I. H 5 Fo 
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: For ſhould the fools prevail, they flop. not there, 


That fools no longer ſhould your favours boaſt ; 
| They plead a ſenſeleſs claim to woman-kind, 


To ſtink of ale, and to ſhake hatids with clowns 3 3 


Let not farce-lovers your weak choice upon 25 MF 


PROLOGUE 3 


But make their next deicent upon the fair. 
Then riſe, ye fair; for it concerns you moſt, 


Tis time you ſhould renounce em; for we and. 


Such *ſquires are only fit for country towns, 


Who, to be choſen for the land's protectors, 0 
Tope and get drunk before their wiſe electors. 
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ut turn em over to the chamber - maid. 
Or if they come to ſee our tragic ſcenes, es 
Inſtruct them what a Hartan hero means; 3 
Teach dem how manly paſſions ought to move "op 1 
For ſuch as cannot think, can never love: = ” vl 


And fince they needs will Judge the poet's s art, l ä ; 
Point them with e cue 's. to each mining p art.” v oli 
8 * wud 4 


Our author hopes i in you, but ſtill in Pain; EN 1 . 
He fears your charms will be employ d in vain. OY 
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You can make fools of wits, we find 2 Lg | « 
But to make wits of 2 is paſt you r power, = 
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Ko 0 a a th 1275 wit i in 1 dull tern, © 
When filly plays ſo favourily go down ; . - NE 105 5 
As when clipp 'd money paſſes, tis a den | 1 
A nation is not over-ſtock d with con. 
Happy is he, who, in his own defence, ” oh 5 "Bi 
Can write juſt level to your humble ſenſe ; ; 4 „ 55 
Who higher than your pitch ean never go 3 N ant 
uud doubtleſs, he muſt creep who writes below. | 

80 have I ſeen, in hall of knight or lord. | 
\ weak arm throw on a long ſhovel- board; ] 
e barely lays his piece, bar rubs and A. 2 0g 108 


w decur d by weakneſs not to reach the box. ATE 6-2 
Ts \ feeble. -poet will his bus'neſs do, TE a 215 oll: r %% 
| 0, ſtraining all he can, comes up to you; Foa 4745 500 

4% orif you like yourſelves, you like him to. 
a ape his own dear image will embrace os  * 
| u ugly beau adores a hatchet face; "IE fy 

ay o ſome of you, on pure inſtinct of uüsture,ů, 

{f'Þ e led by kind, t* admire your fellow-creature. 

ker of which, our houſe has ſent, this day, 

1 2 inſure our new- built veſſel, call'd a play. 

10 0 ſooner nam'd, than one cries out, Theſe ſtagers 


f p30" _ in : good time, to make more work for Wagers. 
1 5 H 3 | The 


4 1 


born 


This n 4 if „ ith b e 0 
The courtiers bet, the cits, the merchants too; 

A ſign they have but little elſe to do. 
Betts at the firſt were fool-traps, where the wiſe, - 
Like ſpiders, lay in ambuſh for the flies; 
But now they're grown a common trade for all 7 
And actions by the news-book riſe and fall, +. M4 

_ Wits, cheats, and fops, are free of Wager-ball. 1 0s 
One policy, as far as Lyons carries; . 
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Another, nearer home, ſets up fo or P tis. "109119 0 
Our betts, at laſt, would evn to Rome extend, 1 


Baut that the Pope has prov'd our truſty friend. = o | 

Indeed it were a bargain worth our money, 5 i 1 
Could we inſure another Ouobos j. CA 
Among the reſt there are a ſharping ſet ps 


That pray for us, and yet againſt us ber. Bean oe 
Sure Heav'n ieſelf is at a loſs to know l ne 
If theſe would have their pray s be heard, or nog 
For in great ſtakes, we piouſly ſippoſe; 

Men pray but very faintly they may + ey ED 
| Leave off theſe wagers ; for, in conſcience ſating 
The city needs not your new'tricks'for +" Veh 
And if you, gallants, loſe, to all appearing 
| You'll want an equipage for volunteeringngg 
While thus, no ſpark of honour left within ye, 
When you ſhould draw the ſword, you draw the La 
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13 whes for 1 15 Pay the bit; :. 
Warrants are fign'd. for mendy er 6! bl 6 Baſe, 
And many deſperate debentures paid, 3; „ af 
Which never had been, had his nip id @ e b 
$0 now, this Pace, Min rien the ge * 0 
Intends to gratify the an age. ine af 
One warrant eee od e 
All ſhall be wits that wall, and beaus that can: 24 U vant 
Provided fill, this warrant, be not o 
And you be wits but to yourſelves alons' e 
Provided too, you rail at one another; 

For there's no one wit will alloy a brother. 

Provided alſo, that you ſpare; this ſtor ,, 
Damn all the plays that e er ſhall ay FAY — 

If one, by chance, prove good in half © ebe 
Let that one pay for all, and damn it more; 
For if x eee dee een e , 5 
And you continue judging as you do, 

brery bad play will hope for damning too. tf 
You might damn this, if it were worth your pains; 1 * 
ere's nothing you will like, no fuſtian ſcenes, 
And nothing too of—you know what he means. 
No double-entendres, which you ſparks allow, | 
To make the ladies look, they know not how ; 
Simply, as *twere, and knowing both together, 
Seemin 'S to a their faces i in cold weather, 

H 3 


. 3 


=. rener 
But here's a ſtory which: no books relate, 
Coin'd from our own old poet's s addle pate, 
The fable has a moral too, if ſought : CI 
Eu let chat go; fr pon ſecpng thought, -;__ 
He fears but few come hither to be taught, 
Yet if you will: be Profited, you may 157 dene naa 8 
And he would bribè you too to like his play, - WW ee 
He dies, at leaſt, to us and to the ſthge;- N10 * ne br 
And what he has he leaves this able agb 
He leaves you, firſt, 4¹¹ plays of his inditiag, :igh 0 of] 
The whole eſtate which he has got by writing. ; 07 ee, 
The beaus may Think this nothing! but vain Pros PR 4 
They'll find: it ſomeching, the teſtdtor ſays pO 0g n BA 
For half their love is made from ſcraps of Plays, Ott 0% 
Jo his worſt foes he leaves his honeſty; d , 25! e 
8 That they may thrive upon't as much as he. 
He leaves his manhers'toithe roaring boys: 05. nog it = = 
Who come in drunk, and fill the houſe with hs ee 
He leaves · ta che dite eritios of his wit, N 11 1 Ie aud | 
His filence, and ebntemßpt of all they Ant- one i 600 l 
To Shakeſpeare's critic he bequeaths the curſe „ 
Tg find his faults; and ye yet himſelf make wörter —— 
A precious reader in poetic ſchools, bun erg 105-4607 bob 
Who by his own examples damins his rules, 
for the fair, he wiſhes you may | oe ba 1 *. 
kahn your dull critics, the lampooners, free. | 119) 75 : 2 
"Tho! he pretends no legacy to leaye you, 4 S 
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An old man may, at leaſt, good wiſhes give you, _, 
A618 V4 

Your beauty 1 names the play; and may it pros 1 

To each an omen n of Triypphant I LOVE. een 
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Gn ſhipwreckd paſſengers, Et to 1 * 

$0 look they, when on the bare beach they ſtand, 
Dropping and cold, and their firſt Tran. ove o'er, 
Expecting famine on a deſart more. | 

From that hard climate we muſt wait for bread, 5 
Whence e' en the natives, forc'd by hunger, fled. 

Our ſtage does human chance preſent to view, 


But ne'er before was ſen ſo ſadly _—__ > 2 > 


4 You are chang? d too, an n and'your Pretence' to fee, EM 1 l a 
* Is but a nobler name for charity. e ee TO 5 24“ f | 
nf Your own proviſions furniſh out our feats, eee 
81 While you, the founders, make cb d. the gies 1 
1 Of all mankind beſide fate had ſome tare'; ; pry 


But for poor wit no portion did] prepare; n 
'Tis left a rent charge to the brave and Alles - e 
You cheriſld it, and now its fall you mourn, + 10 
Which blind unmanner'd zealots make their ſcorn, 
Who think that fire a judgment on the ſtage, 
Which ſpar'd not temples in its furious rage, 


: 5 but as our new-built city riſes higher, 

155 * * from old theatres may new aſpire, ; 
* ince fate contrives magnificence by fire. 

4 Ry Our-great metropolis does far furpaſls 
es _ er is now, and equals all that was. 15 
o- | H 4 Our 


| And, like a king, ſhould in a palace dwell, 
ut we with golden bare mee, . 


Will grace old 


Is better than eee wee ee Ae 1 "Pay 


* ROLOGUR 8. 
Our wit as far does foreign wit excell, 


Talk high, and entertain you in a ſhed. 
Your preſence here, for Which! we humbly %, 


8 


| FFC 1 
erexEu AT THE orenzNG or THE NEW yOUSh, 
MARCH 8 9h 3 
r 5: 


* . ff 
7 ASS os : 
2 LI * 898 # 


* 
7 
24 


A Plain built houſe,* after fo long 2 a, 7 
Will ſend you half unſatisfy d „ ( 
When, fall'n from yaur expected pomp, you find | 

A bare convenience only is defign'd, _ 
You, wha each day can theatres. behold, - - 1 
Like Nero's. palace, ſhining all with Sold, : Bop 
And for the homely room giſdain the cheer. 25 
Yer ven ghgap druggets uo m mode are grown, | 

And a plain ſuit, ſince wę can make but one, 


They who are by your fayours wealthy made, 


185 
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This prologue was wrote for the king's © company, ds had ju 
* their houſe in Prurr lane. {OE 1 


We 


We, broken balk — te ; 
With our ſmall ach co humble Fouls: , 10 
Pity our :ofs, while yqu their p 5 20 en b 
For fame and honour we ne daran, o 1 885 
We yield jn both; 'n aud onty beg to ver” ee 
Unable to ſupport their — —  — 
Who build and treat with ſuch tnbgitiſedn0e,” fn: 
That, like th ambitious monarchs of "the age, FE 
They give the law io our provincial ſtage. N . 
Great neighbaurs nin promote ee, | 
While they impoſe their ſplendor on the _ 
But only fools, and they of yaſt els, 
Th' extremity of moces will | imitate, '. aka | 
The dangling knee-fringe, atid the bih-crayat, 
Yet if ſome pride with want may be allow'd, 

We in our plainneſs may he juſtly proud ; 

Our royal maſter will'd it hquld be ſo; 

Whate'er he's pleas'd to own can need no ſhow 15 

That ſacred name gives ornament and grace, = 

And, like his ſtamp, makes baſeſt metals pas. * 
'Twere folly now a ſtately * pile to 01 
To build a playhouſe while you. throw down plays 3,7 
While ſcenes, machines, and empty operas reign, ow 
And for the pencil you the pen diſdain ; N 2 
While troops of famiiſh'd Frenchmen hither are, jo 
And laugh at thoſe upon whoſe alms they lives 5 5 
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® The reflection on the taſte of the town in theſe four lines, l, 
levelled at the Duke's company, who had exhibited the Siege of ; 
Rhodes, and other expenſive operas, 1 GP mew wy ue 
operas of f Plyche, ene 4. | | 
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1a Engl, . kw act "_ 
' theſe new .conqu'rors -e $46 ve „ 
ore tamely than your father you ſubmit ; „ e 
ou re now grown nt als to them-in,your: wit. ant 201 
Mark, when they. play, how our ſine fops advanee: 
The mighty merits of. their men of France, en 
Keep time, cry; bon and humour the cadence. ii 
Well, pleaſe yourſelves hut ſure tis underſtood, | mult] 
That French machines have nc'er done England goad,'s! 
1 would not propbely. ur houſels fate; $- 2119 13 15 5 
But while vaig ſhojys 494 enten overrrate, 
_ *Fls to be fear'd ech bn loc T? 
That as a fire the forme 1 bowls, ofenthrem,, Dinos b 
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P OETS, your ice; have TIO patte aſſign'd, 
T” unbend, and to divert their ſov reign s mind. 


When tid with following nature, you think fit 
To ſeek repoſe in the cool ſhades of wh; 
And from the ſweet retreat with ! joy ſurvey | bo 
What reſts, and what 3 is conquer'd, of the way. 
Here, free yourſelves from envy, care, and ſtrife, 
You view the yarious turns of human life: "us 
Safe in our ſcene, thro! dangerous courts you go, 
And, undebauch'd, the vice of cities know. 
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DEN wt” 


our theories: are here to practice brought, 

s in mechan] ic operations wIQught; 

1d man, the little ; world, before. u ſet, 

s once the ſphere 80 -hryſtal ſne wid the great. 
leſod ſute are Yo Above alt mortal Kind, 1 Fer & 


[i 


f to your fortunes you can ſuit your mind * pj” 
ontent to ſes ant un tf its demos 0 aan 


nd crimes on theutres alone to khow! ED 2 
ad, in joy we bring what our att aid 91 
ad beg from you the value of theft wit? fe: 0 if 
Up Ls hat Shakeſpeare's; 'Fletcher's, and great 0 ſon! 8 
b be renew'd —— on hic I I 
one of our —— en „ biggod tw 
or muſes ſo ſevere are worſluppid heren o | 
hat, conſcious of their faulta they ſhin the eye, JA 
nd, as prophane; from ſaered places fly, 79 © Nñũhονiνν 
lather than ſes th' offended god, and die 10.6 4 
Ve bring no imperfedtions-þut au o * N e 1 
uch faults as made are by the makers ſhown Wc 2:66 HA | 
nd you have been 16 Kind, chat we Way boa, oat N 
he greateſt judges till can Pardon welt; - N 5 5 4 125 — 
Poets muſt ſtoop, when they would pledie © our pit, n ed - 
Vebas'd even to the level of their wit ; IC 1 rw win Tag 2 \ 
Diſdaining that which yet they Kno- Will ale; {nah ee . 
ating themſelves what their applaufe tuſt make,” en, 
ut when to praiſe fram you they would aſpire, | TE I n 5 8 
ho' they like eagles mount, your Jore is higher, 0 1 .. — 
0 far your knowledge all their power tranſcends, 
ls what n be e what is extends, e 
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Ferner teck F iſ VVV 105 3706 
RE you ut half @ wit an youve . r 
Our youthful poet ſhould not nerd to fen: 
To his green years your cenſures you would ., 
Not blaſt the bloſſom, but expe the fruit. i 
TLaur Befi and Aetene in their firſt: deb, 
Did no Volpone, nor no Arbaces write: 
But hopp'd about, and ſhort ——— 245; 0 
From bough to bongh, 46 if een Sth 
Ad each was guilty: of dome [lighted maid. - 199 1 
Shakeſpeare's oi muſe her Perigles firſt: bores 4 6 
The Prince of Tyre was elder than the Hondo 1 * 
Ts miracle to ſee a firfh good play: 
All hawthorns hay Sang: nk Chriſtmas-day. 
A flender poet muſt have te grow, 1 id 
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And ſpread and burni \ 28 his brothers 40 N 1 37 1 
Who ſtill looks lean ſure with ſome pox. is curs yds; 

But no man can be Falſtaff. fat at firſt, | A e 

Then damn pot, but indulge his rude efſays, . 
Encourage him, and bloat him up with e 

That he may get more bulk before he dies: 

He's not yet fed enough for ſacriſice. 

Perhaps, if now your grace you will not grudge, _ 

He may grow up to Write, and you to judge. 
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* Son of Sir William Davenant, and 4 of f. veral polite 
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3 * 5 
ore welcome to the downfall of the ſtage. 


je fools have labour d long in their voeation: 
und vice, the manufacture of the nation, 
erſtocks the town ſo much, and thrives ſo well. 
hat fops and knaves grow drugs, and will not ſell. | 
In vain out wares on theatres are ſhown, _ _. 

en each has a plantation of his own. _ 

His cauſe ne'er fails ;-for-whatſoe'or he ſpends, © 
There's ſtill God's plenty for himſelf me friends. 
Should men be rated by pdetiecrales, ; . | ten 10 
Lord, what a poll would there be rais 4 from . 
Mean time pqor wit prohibited! mult lie, th e is 3 N 
As if tere made ſome French on. 2509 Hom 17 
Fools you will have, and rais d at vaſh me 3. 16608 
And yet, as ſoon as ſeen; they give offence. 2 7 0K 
Time was when none would cry, e weg Fi? Pp: 
But now you ſtrive. about your pedig 
Bauble and cap no ſooner are thrown 7 4135 
But there's a muſs of more than half the n 2 13 
Each one will challenge a nnn. 


A ſign the family. is well ider, d. i ee it; 96 
+ 2 =. 
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TO PROLOGYE Ss, _— 
Fee bY faeces ended, TP 54 


When we're ſupply'd ſo faſt with Engliſh breed. 
Well, flouriſh, countrymen, d. drink, wear, and roar 
Let ev'ry free - born ſubje& keep his 1 Wendy, — 
And wand” Fring in the wilderneſs about, * | 4 
At end- of forty years not wear her out. | 
But when you ſee theſe pictures, let none dare 
To own beyond a limb or ſingle ſhare ; „ 
For where the punk is common, he's a ſot, 4 
Who needs wil Sod what the — got. g 
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8 anhappy man who eas trail's: a Peu, N 
Lives not to pleaſe himſelf, but other men; er e 
Is always drudging, waſtes his life and blood. * q 
Yet only eats and drinks what you think 80d. $92 11M 
What praiſe ſover the poetry deſerve, 394,25 151 v0 WS 10 4 
Net ev'ry fool can bid the poet farve. © +, tg 11 
That fambling letcher to revenge is bent. 
Becauſe he thinks himſelf or whore is meant: 
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Name but a cuckold, all the city ſwarms ; _ bil $10:54Y 
From Leadenhall to Ludgate i is in arma „ 
Were there no fear of Antichriſt or Franc, Me 
In the bleſs d time poor poets live ou chance. a1 ee 
5 1 5 Fither 
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Either WF come not here, or, as you grace | 
Some old acquaintance, drop into the place, 
Careleſs and qualmiſh, with a yawtiing face. 

You fleep o'er wit, and, by my troth, vor : 3 
Moſt of your talents lie another way. 

vou love to hear of Tome prodigious tale 
The bell that tolFd alone, or Iriſh whale. 1 ö _— 
News is your food; and you: enough provide, tc K 
Both for yourſelves, and all the world edel: 5 „ indes 1 
One theatre there is of vaſt reſort. mM 61 
Which whilom of Requeſts was call'd the Court ; a 


5 


5 But now the great exchange of news tis Wel if 
* e And full of hum and buz from noon peer 1 9 ph 
oh Up ſtairs and down. you run, as for a race. 
Ty And each man wears three nations in his Heine 105 10 
mY 80 big you look, though claret you;retrench, ': | - 8 Th * 2 10 
bat arm'd with bottled ale, you huff the French. 


19 
But all your entertainment ſtill is feli 9H t vow! "bak 
By villains in your own-dulLifland-bred./{z/') 1-141 47 4,7 
Would you return to eee Us b 2g*0 4 984 


oe you better rogues upon the tage, © Yate. + 505 i bak 
ou know no poiſon but plain ratſbane here; 


Death's more refin'd, and better bred, elſewhers. |! b 201 
They have a civil way in Italy, bob 


; W By ſmelling a perfume, to make you die; n e gh - 
„trick would make you lay your ſnuff. box 3 
BP urder's a trade fo known and practis d there, „ 
4 hat *tis infallible as ig the chair. 0 He „ 
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But mark their feaſt; you ſhall behold ſuch pranks ; 3 
he Pope ſays grace, but 'tis the devil gives thanks. 4 
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a 2 the firſt profeſſor of our art, 
At eountry wakes ſung ballads from a cart. 
To prove this true, if Latin he no'treſpaſs, 
Dicitur & plauſtris vexiſle poemata The 
But Æſchylus, ſays Horace in ſome page, 
Was the firſt mountebank' that trod the age 
Yet Athens never knew your learned ae 
Of toſſing poets in a tennis court. 

But *tis the talent of our Engliſh nation, 
Still to be plotting ſome new reformation. 
And few years hence, if anarchy goes on, 
Jack Pteſbyter ſhall-hero erect his throne, 
Knock out a tub with preaching once a . 
And every pray'r be longer than a play; 
Then all your heathen Sure "Wie to Ne 
For Gifbelicving oi a Popihs plot. 


Theſpis was e * eg Ante. He in c b 
Aoventor of tragedy, a8 having reduced; it to ſome. regylarity-.: Ne 
carried his company from town to town in a cart, and they caloured . 
their faces with lees of wine, that they might more naturally relen. 
* the | des: mouſe ”_—_ were — nnd flowing. Fe 
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Four poets 1 d like „** 
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And worſt the author of the Oxford belles; 1 1 
Nor ſhould we aps the ſentence; to-depart,, 1 


lle Een in our firſt original, & cart. 1 B 
1 No zealous brother there would want a ſtone 


To maul us cardinals, and pelt Pope Ua. 
Religion, learning, wit, would be ſuppreſs'd; ©- 

Rags of the whore, and trappings of the beak, 2642 
Scot, Suarez, Tom of Aquin muſt gu don? 


2 As chief ſupporters of the ane of 22 
i And Ariſtotle's for deſtruction ripe; © om tn 
- "a Some ſay, he call'd the ſoul an organ-pipe, viſt 


Which, by ſome little help of [9-2 896 
Shall then be provid Pipe gf ne 6) 
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1.4 I: yet there be a he that take delight 1: 


In that which reaſonable men ſhould unte, 
To them alone we dedicate this night. 
The reſt may ſatisfy their curious itch | 
With city-gazettes, or ſome factious ſpeech, 

Or whate'er libel, for the public good, 

Stirs up the Shrovettide crew to fire and blood. 
Remove your ben ches, you apoſtate pit, 


And take aboye twelye pennyworth of wit; 
Vor. I "I I 


__ — 4 1 
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PROLOGUES, | 


80 back to your dear dancing on the rope, 
Or ſee what's worſe, the devil and the Pope. 
The plays that take on our corrupted . 
Methinks, reſemble the diſtracted age: 
Noiſe, madneſs, all unreaſbnable wing, 11 
That rike 6 at ſenſe, as rebels do at Ns: 


And you are grown tojudge like forty-eight... 
Such n amen audience ee 
They talk of 1 chat infec the e 

But nonſenſe i is the new diſeaſe that reigns, 
Weak ſtomachs, with a long eve watt 
Cannot the cordials of ſtrong wit digeſt ; 
Therefore thin nouriſhment of farce * ae, 
Decoctions of a barley- water muſe. 
A meal of tragedy would make ye bar. 
Unleſs it were a very tender chick. 
Some ſcenes in fippets would be worth our time; 
Thoſe would go down ; forme ou 9 s poactr'd in 4 


I 


Tf theſe ſhould fail 
We muſt lie down, and after all our coſt, 


| Keep holiday, like watermen in froſt: 
While you turn players on the world's great r. 
And act Vourſelves the farce of yer" own _— 
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„ Tan fam'd italian mus, whoſe rhiries — 

brando, and the Paladins of France, 

+» Wl Records, that when dur wit and ſenſe is flown, _ 

WM lodg'd within the circle of the moon, Co au 

5 In earthen jars, whick one; who tkitlier ond 1 

et to his noſe, ſnuff'd up, and was e, . 

5 tk i Whate' er the ſtory be, the moral's true; 

Wl The wit we loſt in town, we find in you. 

Our poets their fled parts may draw from hence, 

And fill their windy heads with ſober ſenſe; 

When London votes with Southwark's ae, 

Here may they find their long-loſt 1 loyalty. 

hime; WY Here buly ſcnates, to th old cauſe inclin'd, 
lay muff the votes their fellows left date. | 

Your country neighbours, when their grain 155 rhe, 

May come, and fitid their laſt proviſion here: 

Whereas, we carihot much lamerit our loſs, 85 

Who neither carry'd back, nor brought « one croſs. - 

We look'd what repreſentatives would bring; 

But they help'd us, Juſt as they did the king. 

Yet we deſpair not; for we now lay forth 

The Sybils books, to thoſe who know theit wo rb; 

And tho' the firſt was facrific'd before; 

Theſe n doubly will the ptice reſtore,” e 

I ©. 


. . 


o 


216 5 ae 
Our poet bade us hope this grace to find, 

To whom by long preſcription you are kind. 
He, whoſe undaunted muſe, with loyal rage, 
Has never ſpar'd the vices of the age, 
Here finding nothing that his ſpleen can raiſe, 
Is fore to turn his fatire into praiſe, e 
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ROYAL KIGHNESS,, 


UPON HIS FIRST APPEARANCE ar THE dor“ rA 
AFTER HIS RETURN FROM SCOTLAND, 1682, vo 
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5 N thoſe cold regions which, no. ſummers chem 
darkneſs covers half the year, 
To hollow « caves the thiv'ring natiy es go; . 
Bears range abroad, and hunt in tracks of nom: 
But when the tedious, twilight wears away, 1 . 
And ſtars grow paler. at th" approach, of day, 
The longing crowds to, frozen MNOUNFALNG vnn, N 
Happy who firſt. c can ſee the > glimm” ring ſun : 
The furl ſayage offspring difappear, N 
And curſe the bright ſucceſſor of the year. 
vet, tho rough bears in covert ſeek, defence, 
White foxes ſtay, with ſeemin g innocence; 
That crafty kind with, day- light. can diſpenſes, 
Still we are throng'd, ſo full an n 35 
That loyal lubjecs, af a an find. a place. 


1 N 

— p "I SS * ” ” — - — 
— 2 23 — pgs . wo bas $75 9 2 a * 
p * — * n 2 


> 


ETSY 


Thus modi with is caſt behind the ob; ; 
| Truth ſpeaks too low, hypocriſy too. loud, 
Let them be firſt to flatter in ſucceſs ; 
Duty can ſtay, but guilt has need to preſs. _ 
3 when oh 'ZEal the ſons of God did call; 
To make their ſolemn ſlew at Heayen's Whitehall, 
The fawning devil appear'd among the reſt, 
And made as good a churtier as the beſt. 
The friends of Job, who rail'd at him before, 
Came cap in hand when he had three times more. 
Yet late repentance may perhaps be true ; 
Kings can forgive, if rebels can but ſue. 
A tyrant's power in rigour is expreſ'd 3 3 
The father yearns. in the true prince's breaſt. 
We grant an ofergrown Whig no grace can mend ; 
But moſt are babes that know not they offend. on 
The croud, to reſtleſs motion fill inclin d, * 
Are clouds, that! tack according to the wind. 
Driven by their chiefs, they ſtorms of hailſtones pour, 
Then mourn, and foften to a filent ſhower.” | / 
Oh, welcome to this much-offending —_ 
The prince that brings forgiveneſs i in his hand ! 5 
Thus angels on glad meſſages appear; 
Their firft ſalute commands us not to fear. 
Thus Heaven, that could conftrain 1 us to obey, | 
(With rev'rence if we might preſume to fay) 
Seems to relax the rights of ſov'reign. ſway ; 
Permits to man the choice of good and Pp _— 
And makes us r by our own free- wh. „„ 
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Wine firſt his ark v was- landed on the b 2 

And heayen had vow'd to curſe the ground no more | 28 uf 
When tops of hills the longing patriot fam, we 4 
And the pew ſcene of earth began to draw, oe: 5 
The dove was ſent to view the waves? 1 9 3 
And firſt brought | back to man the pledge of Peace, 
Tis needleſs to apply, when thoſe appear, Sho 
| Who bring the olive, and who plant it here, 
We haye before our eyes the royal dove, 

Still innocent as harbinger of loye: 
The ark is open'd to diſmiſs the train, 
And people with a better race the plain, 
Tell me, ye powers, why ſhould vain man purſue, 
With endleſs toil, each object that is new, 
And for the ſeeming ſubſtance leave the true? 
Why ſhould he quit for hopes his certain good, 
And loath the manna of his daily food? 
Muſt England Kill the ſcene of changes be, 
Toft and tempeſtuous, ] like qur ambient ſea ? 
Muſt ſtill our weather and our wills agree? 
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Without 


Without our 
Who that is free would fight to be a ſlave ? 
on what can wars to after. times afſure, | Per 5 


Of which our | | + 
All that our 
$ 
Is but t' enjoy the b 
* . 4 
Our land's an Eden, 
While we preſerye « 91 ſtate of } | 
That loſt, then beaſts their brutal force 
And firſt their lord, and then 8 18 
#F ; 
What civil broils have eoſt we know too well; WE, 
% 1 . ? Shs. Fas * 
Oh, let it be « ough that once we fell! | 41. 2 
# $4 n 1 
And ev'ry heart copſpire, and evry tongs, 5 
Me 
till to have ſuch a king, and RD 
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P OETS, like 140 ful monarchs, rul'd the f | 
Till critics, like damn'd Whigs, debauch'd' our a . a 
Mar k how they jump : critics would regulate. Fo 8 8 
Our theatres, and Whigs reform our ſtate: 
Both pretend love, and both (plague rot them i) hats 
The critic humbly ſeems advice to bring, by 

The fawning Whig petitions to the king : Wt 
But one's advice into a ſatire ſlides; 0 
Tother's petition a remonſtrance hides. 1 


* 7 


* The Loyal W or, the perlen Prince, Mr. could 1 firſt 
play, was ated at Drury-lane in 1682, The character of the Loyal 
Brother was a compliment intended for the duke of York. This 
prologue is a continued inveRtive againſt the Whigs, Dryden all 
wrote the epilogue, He was at this time famous for prologue and 
epilogue writing; for which reaſon Southern here begged his aff 
fance at the uſual price, which was either five or fix guineas, Dryden 
refuſed it under ten: the young bard anſwered, it was more than he 
had ever heard he demanded before. 6 Ay (replied the laureat) 
tc but it is not more than the thing's worth. The players have hi- 
ce therto had my work too cheap; and I am reſolved hereafter to be 


{ 


- DAT oN. * 


Ne will 6 


Critics would ſarve the poet, Whigs the ec are 
The critic all our troaps af friends diſcards; . 


Juſt ſo, the Whig would fain pull — | 


Guards are legal, that drive foes away, Ker | 


As watchful ſhepherds, thet fright beaſts of N. 
Kings, who diſband ſueh needleſs aids as theſe, 


Are ſafe—as long as Cer their ſubjects pleaſe: ha ” 


And that would be till next queen * Beſs's night ; 
Which thus grave penny chroniclers indite. 
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corner of Changery-lane, and oppoſite the ne Ce EM 
| principal opponents to the court-meaſures, and the chiefs of 


Whig party aſſembled, under the name of the King' Bead eld, 48 

afterwards the Green“ ribbon club, from tibbons of that colour whith 
they wore in their hats, Here they ſubſerlbed a guinea a-picce for & 
bonfire, in which the effigies of the Pope was to be burnt on the x 54h) 
of November, being the. anniverſary af Queen Elizabeth” birth, with 
more than ordinary pomp ; for it was heretofore an en Fs. 


uſually made without any remarkable parade. The 'procefion now 


conſiſted of one repreſenting the dend body of Sir Edmondbory 
Godfrey, carried on a herſe, with a perſon preceding it ringing a bell, 
to remind people of hie murder; then followed à mob of | fellowsy 


drefſed like carmelites, jeſuits, biſhops, cardinals, r, and ſeveral. 


boys, with incenſe-pots, ſurroundint an image of the pope, with that 
of the devil juſt behind him. In this manner they marched from 
Biſhopſgate to the corner of Chancery-lane, where they committed. 
the inoffenſive effigies to the flames; while the balconies and win - 
dows of the King's-head were filled with pots of arte who 
amatenancel the WHC | 


There's 
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e and lt thr oi ee, ab 
There's not a'butcher's wife but dribs her part. 
And pllies:the poor pageant/from her heart: 
Who, to provoke revenge, rides round the ys. 
And with'a civil congs Rodd cet ft 1 as 
But guiltleſs blood to.ground muſt never: fall 195 
There's Antichriſt behind to pay for all. 
The put of Babylon in pomp appears, 
A lewd old gentleman of ſeventy years: 
Whoſe age in yain bur mercy would . 3 
For few take pity on an old caſt whore, _ 
The devil who brought him to the ame, e 
| Sits: cheek by Jowl, in black to cheer his heart 
Like | thief and pariſon in a Tyburn-caft. 
Phe ward i is given, and, with a loud huzza, 1 
The mitred puppet from his chair they draw ; 
On the flain corpſe contending n nations fall: 
Alas! what's one poor pope among them all py 
He burns ! no all true hearts your triumphs 1 b; 1 
And next, for faſhion, cry, God fave the king! 
A needful cry, in midſt of ſuch alarms, 


When forty thouſand men are up in arms, 
But after he's once ſav'd, to make amends, 


In each ſucceeding health they damn his friends: pt 6] 
80 God begins, but ſtill the devil ends. e ee 
What if ſome one, inſpir'd with zeal, ſhould call; 
Come, let's go cry, God fave him, at Whitehall 2? 

His beſt friends would not like this over- care, 

Or think him cer the ſafer for this prayer. 
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HAT Gree ce, when learning urdh'd,' only ki 5 
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- Wh ficoian judges, you this day r 
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£1 Here too are annual. rites. to Pallas Ln an 


5 uud here poetie prizes | I ron 1756 ae DN = 
05 Methinks I ſee you, crown'd with. alves, + lim! wk 1 
1 nd ſtrike a ſacred horror om the pit, be ae 
\ day of doom is. this pf your decr em, _ 
5 here ew'n the beſt are but by mercy free: | 
? day, which none but Jonſon durſt have wiſh'd toſee. bY: | | 
5 ere they who long have knon the uſeful tage, ; | ; 
ene to be taught themlelyes to teach the age. 

WM be Bartholomew a2, ast more than five identers were d- 


loved to commune together gt une tim 
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For new inſtructions to their princes come; 
So poets, who your precepts have forgot, 
Return, and beg they may be better taught: 
Follies and faults elſewhere by them are ſhown, 
But by your manners they correct their own. 
Th' illiterate ung empiric-like, applies | 
To minds diſeas'd; unſafe chance remedies: _ 
The learn'd i in ſchools, where knowledge firſt bens, 
Studies with care the anatomy of wan; 7 
Sees virtue, vice, and paſſions, in their cauſe, > 
And fame from ſcience, not from 5 arb wy 


1 DS: 


80 poetry, Which is in Oxford m made 1 
An arty in Landen B M 
There haughty dates, Whoſe urifedt eln e e e 
Could ne'er ſpell grammar, would be teading ak 
Such build their poems the Lucfetian wy 
So many huddled atoms make a play; 
And if they hit in order by ſome chance, | 

They call that nature which is — e 
Fi To ſueh a fame let mere town-wits aſpire, © ©. 
ud their gay nonſenſe their own cits ative," 
Os Our poet, could he find forgivenes here,. 
Would wiſh it rather than a plaudit there. 
He owns no crown from thoſe Prætorian hands; 
But knows that right is in the ſerate's hands. 
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And that which was a capon's tail before, 
Becomes a : plume for Indian et 


Low at the Muſes' f et his wreat 
And where he volk it u reſigns his 


Kings make their DRE FRO: 
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D ISCORD Wa 1 Eich have W our . 4 
With the ſame ruin have o 'erwhelm'd, the ſtage. 5 
Our houſe has ſuffer” d in the common. woe, 
we have been troubled with Scotch rebels too. 

Our brethren are from Thames to Tweed be, 
And of our fiſters, all the kinder-hearted, - 

To Edinborough gone, or coach'd, or cart. 
With bonny blue-cap there they act all night, 

For Scotch half-crown, in Engliſh, three-pence thehl. 
One nymph, to whom fat Sir John Falſtaff*s lean, 
There with her ſingle perſon fills the ſcene, - . * 
Another, with long uſe and age decay dd. 
Div'd here old woman, and roſe there a maid. = 
Our truſty door-keepers of former time, = 
There ſtrut and ſwagger in heroic rhyme. | | 3 
Tack but a copper-lace to drugget ſuit, | 
And there's a hero made without diſpute : | 


The Scot who wore it would be choſen 
But why ſhould I theſe 1 negades deſcribe, 
have ſeen a lewder nes 
Teague has been here, and, to this 2 
With Iriſh aden ſlander d Engliſh wi ty 
You have beheld ſuch } Al 'rous Macs appear, 
As merited a ſecond maſſacre : 
Such as, like Cain, were branded with diſgrace, 
And had their country ſtamp d upon their face. 
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Wen ſtrollers durſt preſume to pick your purſe, Webs 


Fo j 


We humbly thought our broken troop not worſe, * | 5 15 
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Ho ill ſoe er our action may deſerve, - OE FS 
Oxford's a place where wit can never ſtarve, | 
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Hor OW comes it, ada, that's now alan e 1 ao 
When all of you ſo ſhrewdly judge of as LEWMET ; 
Our poets tax you ſtill with want of ſenſe??: 
All prologues treat you at your on expen | 
Sharp citizens a wiſer way can go; 4 nay Bl] POO 


5 


They make you fools, but never r f you "9 nzkel 5; 
They in good manners ſeldom make a ps +0 42004 
But treat a common whore with ladyſhip. |. ++ 17 
But here each ſaucy wit at random writet, card? 5 
And uſes ladies as he uſes knights. al 431842 581 
Our author, young, and grateful in his nature, 1 


Nor will he ever draw mean his rhyme,  - a 
Againſt the ſweet partaker of his crime. 3 a nts ps 5 7 
Nor is he yet ſo bold an undertaker, 5 
To call men fools; tis railing at their 1 3 
Belides, he fears to ſplit upon that ſhelf ; . 
He's young enough to be a fop himſelf; | 8 
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You have been lately highly feaſted bete, 


ian to great wits,* that grac'd our theatre, ö 
but, if to feed you often with delight, _ rol bea 4 
Wil more corrupt, than mend, your — + gk 8 
5 He vowes to uſe you, which he much. e 

. others did Foun «SLA r 
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"4 SPOKEN: AT — 


Brawl me, you kinder ſtars ! how are we throng di 
| Alas! whom hath our long-lick-poet wrong d, 
au, That he ſhould meet together, in one day, 
: A ſeſſion, and a faction, at his play? 

To judge, and to condemn : fort cannot be, 

Amongſt ſo many here, all ſhould agree. 
bo Then *tis to ſach vaſt expectation rais d, ; Ne ES 
's As it were to be wonder'd. at, not prais d: Ks btn 15. 
And this, good faith, Sir poet (if I've read 
5 Cuſtoms, or men) ſtrikes yon, and your Maſe, dead! 
Conceive now too, how mach, how. een, 
Hath ſurfeited i in this our 


Beaumont and Fletcher. r 


PROLOGUE 3. 


— nnd 4ocbbaben, >. 5724s, 
4 My fine young comic Sir, ye. are kill'd agen. . ee 
But bove the miſchief of theſe fears, a fore 31 
; _ Of cruel ſpies (we hear) intend a ſport, : "0 Inc 
64> Among themſelves ; our mirth muſt not at all > OS 
Tickle, or flir their hangs, but ſhake their gall, 
So this join'd with the reſt, makes me again i 
Toeyeo fay, yon and your lady Mule within, | | 
8 Will have but a ſad doom ; and your trim brow, „ 
Which long' d for wregths, you muſt wear naked G0 
'Leſs ſome reſolve out of a courteous pride, 
To like and praiſe what others ſhall deride? 
J So they've their humour too; and we in ſpight 
Of our dull brains, will think each fide i th? right, 
Such is your pleaſant judgments upon plays, 755 Bi 
Like parallels thasrys 8 8 the? n mer . 
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SPOKEN: AT THE vure's THLATE EY 
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Wir, which i is all the geld: - poet has, e 
'Can ſeldom far by any ſtandard pas. 5 W 
Nor can great pow'r by any ſtamp enjoin, | $39 3 
Wit to the world as univerſal coin. e oh BUY 
For though moſt nations oft have enmit He 
And in moſt things: yet always all agree, m 


4a lhe ales of one pow , 


Tis by allay, like gold, more current made: 

But poets, join'd with ſtateſmen, ſhould <i> at 
You, our free-ſtates, and all great ſtates t agres | 
How much allay in gold and wit ſhould be, © 

ure wit, like ingots wrought without allay, 
will ſerve for hoard, but not for common 5 
a allay's coarſe metal makes the finer laſt, 
ich elſe would in the people's handlin; * 0 
80 country jigs and farces mixt among 
Heroic ſeenes, make plays continue long. 


But there are ſome who would the world 5 


That gold is better when the ſtamp is bad; 
Aud that an ugly ragged piece of eight, 

|; ever true in metal and in weight ; 

As if a guinea and louis had leſs | 

Jatrinfic value, for thejr handſomneſs. 

do divers who outlive the former age, © 
Allow the coarſeneſs of the plain old ſtage; 
And think rich veſts and ſcenes are _ fit 
Diſguiſes for the want of art and wit. 
dine wit's extrinſic value amon gſt all, 
Has ſeaſons, money-like to riſe and fall ; 

And fince our poet found his did begin. 

To leſſen, he, prince-like, did call it in. 

And then he quickly melted it again: 

For what 1s hotter than a poet's brain! 
He hopes the ſecond ſtamp has brought it forth 
wih decoration, and would raiſe the worth. 


Nhat all may differ in the price pf WIůx. 
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Mp By 1 o 
Cy 25 | 8 illd, dogs get ann 544 7 R e +, | 
Vorm {6 ax as none, hall countenteit . vr . hid 
For as in dearth of money, ſtates grc o path * 
Wich laws, and ſuffer coipers of falſe. gold; . 


So you, our ſtates, i in want of e 5 Me 
A permit ſome public. coiners of falſe pl 3 


73 ten Rint 4 
ö 8 \ [4 


If gliffring ſhows, or jingling nds? = b . 15 
For current plays, we juſtly. pay, xou bras. 
| Well, gentlemen! let him to others * 4 

His wit for gold; I by your ſilxer lire. 

I'm for your party and theſe ſhifts abliar : 

Poets are princes, but are very poor. 

He may, at laſt, endeavour to enjoin 

You, as his ſubjects, to take leather coin. 
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8. that the tyrant nen bears ft. ch ler, 
We would preſent no prologue to our pla; 
Since we have learn'd in prologues all the ſcope 
Is, with weak words to firengther weaker 17 
When with ſad ſolemn phraſe we court each ear 
Not to obſerve, but pardon what you hear: 
Or if there were but one ſo ſtrangely wiſe. 
- Whoſe judgment ſtrives to pleaſe; andi truſt his eyes, 


bv en WS 
Him at an * ide de eva: 1 ; 


Wil n en 
To a kind doom; With this grave dagen, enn 
Now for the over fübtle Ew, we TES 
Themſelves a trivial fame by a dit hon ble e 
or bold opinion is, they: may deſery;. , 5 Us 23 0 
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4 f (When curious drefligg i Nr the court 's great taſk) ic A 


As now young poets 40, in this nice auge, 
. b To gain the frowarq lovers of the ſtage; 1 4x ag-otuet op Fo 
ol beat of hympurs. nothing can Aluggee . ＋ 
The Muſe, diſdard' d, dees as fond e tk 


BY Inſtead of being courted ſhe courts you: 
V'udut women are leſs valu'd when they woo, 


s 
= 
* 8 


And as young poets, like young ladies, fear, 
A concourſe, great as this aſſembly here, 
Till they ſeek counſel how they ſhould _ 


A bo all old poets, like old ladies, my 
be more afraid to venture the ſurvey 
Of many apt to cenſure their decay. 


Both 
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This, gentlemen, is all he bade me Tay,” 


88 PROLOGUE S 


Both know 2 have been out of faſhion bt A 
And, ere they come before a ſhining throng, |; |; 


Wel, our old poet hopes this co 
Will ſomewhat in the fine new faſhion be; 4 460" 
But, if all gay. 9 *twould not win age ages. . ag vir: 


A little he was fain to moralize, - „„ 
That he might ferve your minds as well as eyes; 
"hs pol Robey HR ih 8 


i # ge ; 
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Of his important trifle call'd a play; ho of 
For which, he does confeſs, you dearly, pey - 3 


But he did fear that he could hardly: make 25 8 15 
A prologte ſo in faſhion as might take, 811 
For he does much of 200 much boldneſs "I 

0 es 


He never durſt, hor ever thought it fit, 1 ET 08 ID. 
To cenſure thoſe who- judges are of wit. 16 2c. AION 
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Twill take, and be admir d too, by a few ; $0 25 | 550 . 


With witneſſing his title was ſo hard, = i 0 5 
Bove half our city audience would be loft, 


From that which nought or little. e now 62 


In buſkins, and in ſocks, this thirty year, 
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"Ty worth my ſmiles, to think what inforc'd ways, 
And ſhifts, each poet hath to help his | Plays. 4 
Ours now believes the title needs muſt cauſe, 
From the indulgent court, a kind applauſe, - 
Since there he learnt it firſt, and had command 
T' interpret what he ſcarce doth underſtand. _ 
And then (forſooth) he ſays, becauſe? tia. news! 4 


wi r 


But all theſe eaſy hopes I'd like to have marr d. 


That knew not how to ſpell: it.on the. poſt. 

Nay, he was told, ſome critics lately ſpent Jag ind! 
Their learning to find out it nothing meant: 4 - Y Ys 
They will expect but little (he replies) 


Well, I (your ſeryant) who hath labour'd. bee, 1 61 
P th* truth of my experience, could not chuſe - ; 8 con Wo 
But ſay, theſe ſhifts would not ſecure his Muſe 3, _..-; . | 
Then ſtrait preſented to his willing fear, = —_ 
How you are grown of late, harſh, and ſevere. 
(Excuſe me that I'm bold to ſpeak my mind 
P tl dark, of what fo publicly I find.) 
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. PROLOGUES. N 
| But this hath made him mourn ; Tve left im now, 


-Pancing, and buekler fights, than art, or wit 3" ** 


* 
IS 


As may pleaſe thoſe ho not Speck too much. 


More various changes, buſineſs, or more Fa 


With's limber hat o'er-ſhadowing his brow, _ : 
His cloak caſt thus to hinder from his car, | 
The ſeorns and cenſures he may ſhortly hear : 
Such as fhall teach deſpair, lead him the way, 1 
'Vato a 148 1 l not of bay. oe = 
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Noble: vochpany'! rwe 8. can W/O FAY x Th Wan 1 
Beſides rich gaudy Siri, ſome that rely ne a : 
More on their judgments, than their clothes, ah ray, 
With wit, as well as pride, reſcue our play: e 

And *tis but juft, tho“ each ſpectater knows © 


This houſe and ſeaſon does more promiſe 


5 . 


* 4 TS. 


Yet ſo much taxt of both, as will be fie” ner Ar gon 
Our humble theme, you mall receive, and ſuch 


For when you but ſurvey the narrow ways : 
We walk in, you will ind we could not raife, ON 
From a few ſeatnen, wind-bound in a port, 
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PROLOGUE ron 
THE. LADY. Actors,” 


ben BEFORE K. CHARLES *. 


_ 


An us not with {th bee 
but lay afide the greatneſs of your crown ! 
| And for that look, which does your: dds awe, © 
| When in your throne and robes, you * 5 
Lay it by here; and give a gentler ſmile, : 
duch as we ſee great Jove's in picture, while | | 
He liſtens to Apollo's charming lyre, 
Or judges of the ſongs he does himſelf infoire. 
Comedians on the ſtage ſhew all their ſkill, 
And after do as love and fortune will. W f | 
We are leſs careful, hid in this diſguife z ff 
In our own clothes more ſerious and more wiſe. 
Modeſt at home, upon the ſtage, more bold'z  —\ 
Ve ſeem warm lovers, tho* our breath be cold. K e 
A fault committed here, deſerves no ſcorn, 
if we act well the parts to which we're born. 
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MAID'S TRAGEDY ALTERRD, | 


OY vt 


Pg: ſhould we have the - boldneſs to perl, 
So long renown'd a tragedy to mend: 

' Had not already ſome deſerved your praiſe,” 
From like attempt. Of all our elder plays, 
This, and Philafter,} have the loudeſt fame; 
Great are their faults, but glorious is their 8 
In both, our Eagliſß genius is exprefled > :! 
Lofty and bold, but negligently drefled. 2H, 85 

Above our neighbour? our conceptions * 
But faultleſs writing is th” effect of care. 
Our lines reformed and not compoſed in haſte, 
Poliſhed like marble, would like marble laſt, 
But, as the preſent, ſo the laſt age writ; 
In both we find like negligence, and wit. 
Were we but leſs indul gent to our faults, .. . 
And patience had to cultivate our thoughts; 1 
Our Muſe would flouriſm, and a nobler rage 
Would honour this, than did the Grecian, 3 * 
Thus ſays our author; not content to ſee as tap 

That others write as careleſſly a 
Tho' he pretends not to make things compleat, 
Yet, to pleaſe you, he'd have the poets ſweat. 

Inn this our play, what's new we have expreſt, 
In rbyming verſe, diſtinguiſhed from the reſt; 


# Both written by Beaumont and Fletcher, 
„ 1 


| = ALLER: 
That as ne deter 


Not mingling waters, chro- Gen lake, 6 ite 
$0, having here, the different ſtyles in r | 
You may compare the former with the new. 
u: ve leſs rudely ſhall the knot untie, : | 


Soften the rigour of the tragedy, 
And yet preſerve each perion's charofiers : 3 1 
Then to the other you may this prefer. 8 „ 


Tis left to you. The boxes and the 1 . I 
7 Are ſovereign” judges of this ſort of wh 3 IF 


4 In other things, the knowing artiſt may 
judge better than the people; but a play, 
Made for delight, and. for no other uſe, 
If you approve it not, has ne excuſe. 
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| PROLOGUE ro ; 3 ond 
THE GUARDIAN. 


SPOKEN BEFORE THE PRINCE, AFTERWARDS cnanreern, MM 

\ / HO ſays the times do learning difallow 2 _ 8 

'Tis falſe ; *twas never nnn ſo as now; 5 1 g | 

* This DEI was compoſed by Cowley, when very young, and write 1 

ten in too great a hurry. The author altered it in his riper years, and | 2 

gave it the title of The Cutter of Coleman-ftreet, bo 
8 When 


mm PROLOGUES. 


But our ſcene's London, now; and, by the rout, 


For now no ornament the head muſt year, e ar 


Our only hope is this, that it may be 


Our zgnorance, but our duty too, we ſhow 3 


When you appear, great Prince, our night is Gons, 
You are our morning far, hall be our fun, M a * 


We periſh if the Roundheads be about. 


No days, no mitre, not ſo much as hair. 
How can a play paſs ſafely, when ye know w 
Cheapfide-croſs falls for making but a how 38 7 = ar 


A play may paſs too, made extempore.. le. 

Tho' other arts poor and neglected grow, 1 

They'll admit peſy which was always fo, _ 

But we contemn the fury of theſe days, . Os.” 

And ſcorn no leſs their cenſure, than their praiſe. 8 
Our Muſe, bleſt Prince, does ſole on you relie F; 28h 

Would gladly live, but not refuſe to die. 

Accept our haſty zeal / a thing that s Played, 

Ere *tis a play, and acted ere tis made. 
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I would all ignorant people would do fo! 5 | | T 
At other times expect our vit, or art; Fe J. 
This comedy is afted by the heart, Mx: 


490 
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[if ye be wiſe, it muſt, I'll tell ye why. 
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PROLOGUE ro THE 10 
CUTTER | OF COLEMAN: STREET. 
As when the Mints ſea is no where clear | 5 | 


From dreadful fleets of Tunis and Agia, {vs 
Which coaſt about, to all they meet with, foes, 33 
And upon which nought can be got but blows; * ; 65 re 
The merchant-ſhips ſo much their paſſage doubt, my BE 
That, tho? full freighted, none dares venture out, 
And trade decays, and ſcarcity enſues: 
juſt ſo the timorous wits of late refuſe, 
Tho laded, to put forth upon the ſtage, 
Afrighted by the critics of this age. 
It is a party numerous, watchful, bold: 

They can from nought which ſails in fight, with-hold, 
Nor do their cheap, -tho* mortal, thunders ſpare, 
They ſhoot, alas ! with wind-guns charg'd with a. = 
But yet, gentlemen critics of Argier, _ 1345 
For your own intereſt I'd adviſe ye here, 

To let this little forlorn hope go by, 

dafe and untouch'd—That muſt not be (you'll cry. ) 


There are ſeven, eight, nine,--ſtay--there are behind, 

Ten plays, at leaſt, which wait but for a wind, 

And the glad news that we the enemy miſs ; 

and thoſe are all your own, if youſſpare this. 

dome are but new trimm'd up, others quite new, 

dame by known ſhipwrights built, and others, too, 
3 © 
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By that 3 author made, who' er he be, 


That ſtiles himſelf per/on of quality, f. 
All theſe, if we miſcarry here, to-day, 


Ev'n to their laſt ſafe road, the tyring-room ; 5 
Therefore again, 1 tay, if you be wile, _ 
Let this, for once, paſt free; let it ſuffice 
That we, your ſov'reign power here to avoy, . 
Thus * ere we] e, . . 
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1 aedtiement ; what: I have ſaid, was al. 
But forc'd ſubmiſſion, which Inow recall. 


I' are all but pirates now again; for here 
Does the true ſovereign of the ſeas appear, 
The ſovereign of theſe narrow ſeas of wit, 
'Ths his own Thames; he knows and goyerns i it, 


„Tis his dominion, and domain, as he 


- Pleaſes, tis either ſhut to us, or free. 
Not only if his paſs-port we obtain, | 


We fear no little rovers of the main, 
But if our Neptune his calm viſage ſhow, 


No wave ſhall care to ne, or wind to blow. : | 
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Will rather till they rot in harbour te; 
ay, they will back again, though they were come 
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; | Eon rf rotet Hires 269d Nr 
; Was could ec fuck crowdin bend dry, 
; Merely on the repant.of: a.new.play.? . I 
A man would think you've been ſo often bit, „ 
By us, of late, you ſhould have learned more wit 1 15 
J And firſt have ſent a forlorn hope, to ſpy | — 1 
The plot and language of our comedy : 965 - 
5 Expecting dill fame; deſperate critics had . | 5 
Reſolved you whether it were good, or 1 | 
But yet, we hope you'll never grow ſo wile, „ 
For, if you mould, we And our Comedies r 
Muſt trip to Nena, or for Bala 8 TY We 
And never fix, But! like a a puppet-ſhow lere 47 6 „ 
demove from town to town from fair er, i 
deeking fit chapmen te to put off our ware. Mp 


For ſuch our fortune 1 is, this barren age, 1 58 
That faction now, not wit, ſupports the ſage. > 
10 Wit has, like painting, had het happy fights, 7 FRO 

And in pecufiar ages "reached her heights ;* 4 [X00 
it Tho? now declin'd. "Yet, could ſome able pen 


Match Fletcher? 's ature, or anche art of 3 
e e . 


. This was . pay r 
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al was licenſed at that time, 


PROLOGUBS 


Bo The old fd graver ſort would ſcarce allow | 
Thoſe plays were good, becau/e they're written 
Our author, therefore, begs you would forget, 5 
Moſt reverend judges, the records of wit 3 0 
Ard only think upon the modem . 1 
Of writing, while you're canvaſſing his play. fe 
And, gallants, as for you, talk loud ? th' pit, 
Divert yourſelves and friends, with yaur own wit * 4x1 
Obſerve the ladies, and neglect the play, e 
Or elſe 'tis feared we are undone Gy 5 


PROLOGUE ro 3.3 8 | 
APE MAN oF "MODE. 


+ 


; mW dancers on. the ropes poor © poets E 3 
Moſt periſh young, the reſt in danger ares - 90 f 1 5 
This, one would think ſhould make our authors he 
But, gameſters like, the giddy fools .miſcarry. 
A lucky hand or two ſo tempts them on, 

They cannot leave off play till they're undone. 
With modeſt fears a Muſe does firſt begin, 
Like a young wench newly enticed to ſin, : 
But tickled once with praiſe, by her good will, 
The wanton fool would never more lie ſtill. 
Tis an old miſtreſs you'll meet here, to-night, e 
Whoſe charms you orice have looked on with delignt 3. . 
But now of late ſuch dirty drabs have known . 


A Muſe o th' better ſort's aſhamed to own ye, 


My 


2 


BTHER 


Nature well drawn, and wit muſt now give place. "I 
To gaudy nonſenſe, and to dull grimace; 
Nor is it ſtrange that you ſhould like ſo much 

That kind of wit, when moſt of yours is ſuch, 

But, I'm afraid, that while to Franc? you go, 

To bring us home fine drefles, dance,, and ſhow, - 

The ſtage, like you, will but more foppiſh grow. 

of foreign wares, why mould we fetch the ſcum, <p 
When we can he fo richly ſerved, at home ? 2 * * 
For heaven be thanked, tis not ſo wiſe an age, 

But our own foibles may ſupply the age: 

Tho' often ploughed, there's no great fear the foil | 
Should barren grow by the too frequent * 
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While at your dbors are to be daily found 5 pos pw — 


Such loads of dunghill to manure the ground. | 
'Tis by your follies that we players thrive, 


. A oc 


And as each year ſome new diſtemper reigns, . 
Whoſe friendly poiſon helps t ' increaſe their gains, , 
So among you there ſtarts up, every day, 

Some new unheard of fool, for us to play. 
Then, for your own ſakes, be not too ſevere, 
Nor what you practiſe all at home, damn here. 
dince each is fond of his own ugly face, 
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- (Not to be dragg d to battle) are calld great. . 
But, Oh ! what do ambitious ſtateſmen gain, oP IF ; 


They buz at Weſtminſter, and lie for fees. 
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Thus in a ſullen mood 8 the A 
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What loads of fame do.modern heroes . EY * 


For an inglorious, long, and lazy war, 6, * 51 U 0 puta . 
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Who for ſome'{kirmiſh, or a ſafe retreat, a . 
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Who into private cheſts whole nations drain 7 1 
What An of gold they board! is daily bee 1 
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Your lawyer too, that like an O yes bawls, 3 
That drowns the market-higler i in the wall,” „ 
That ſeems begot, conceived, and born in brawle, ; 5 
Yet thrives : he and his eroud get what they pleaſe, 
Swarming alt term-timie thro? the Strand like bees, 


The godly too their ways of getting have 

But none ſo much as your fanatic knave : 

Wiſely the wealthieſt livings they refuſe, 

Who by the fatteſt biſhopricks would loſe z — 
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us with mort hair, large ears, and mall blue band, 
True rogues, their own, not God's select, command. | 1 
Let pigs then be profane ; but broth's s allowed, : 
poſſets and Ehriſtian;caudles may be god 1 
Meet- helps, to reinforce a brother's blood: —_ Wo 
Therefore each female ſaint he doth adviſe, * | 
With groans, arid hums, and ha's, and gogling cee, 
To rub him down, and make the ſpirit riſes: ' 2 IF 10 4 
While with his zeal," tranſported from tlie e e 
He mounts, and ſanctiſies the W „ Jn 4 
On poets only no kind ſtar e'er ſmil'd, „ar r $598. 2 
Curſ fate has damiid em, den een. ling 2h 
Therefore he warn his brothers of n | 
To write no more for an ungrateful age. A H,, 
Think what penurious eee you hve aa, a 
Taſſo ran mad, and noble Spenſer ſtarw dq. 
Turn then, who eber thou art — mel, T 
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Thy ink to gall, and in lampoons eneel. $143 0 

Forſwear all honeſty, traduce the great, eee 19Þ+- 4 
Grow impudent, and rail againſt the „ „ * RE 
Burſting with ſpleen, abroad thy * Tortr vat e? 


And chooſe ſome libels{preader for thy friends? 
The wit and want of Timon point thy mind. 
And for thy ſatire · ſubject chuſe mankind. 
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. was 100 hes of ae age, 
When truth and love with friendſhip di d engage: 


| When man to man con'd walk with arms entwin a, gt, 
And vent their griefs in ſpaces of the wind z . ++; =, 


Expreſs their minds, and ſpeak their . as aden, 


As eaſtern mornings op' ning to the Tn. t eee 
But fince that law and treachery +0 e 

And open honeſty was made Aa . D 07 expat 
Men wait for men, as:dogs for fins Ma relle Nr 
And women wait the eloſing of the day. K Megs 5 1 | 
There's ſcarce a man that ventures to due 24; #7 
For truth by knaves was never underſtood ; . 5 85 L 


. * 
$ P 
r 


For there's the curſe, when vice o'er: virtue rules, 
That all the world are knaves, or downright fools. - 


So they may make advantage of th? allay, = $940 155 555 
| They'll take the droſs, and throw'the gold away. 201.9 Bl, 
Women turn uſurers with their own affright, 
And want's the hag that rides 'em all the nicht. B 


Thus times are turn d upon a private end, 


There's ſcarce a man that's generous to his friend. 
But there's a monarch on a throne ſublime, 


That makes truth law, and gives the poets rhime ; 
Be his the bus'neſs of our little fates, 
var mean contentions, and their high debates, 
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By ſea * land our: moſt i penal 108, 

with all the praiſes bleſt that hearts brd, 

With laurels crown'd, unconquer'd by the ford: 
William the ſovereign of our whole affairs, | 
Our guide in peace, and council in the wars. 
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8 | PROLOGUE ro = 


ot, LUCIUS) JuntvUs. BRUTVUS. 

= 5 

1 ? Lowe has the tribe of poets on the tage, | 
1 WH Groan'd under perſecuting critics rage; | 

hut with the ſound of railing and of ids,” : 

„le bees, united by the tinkling chyme, | 


The little ſinging inſets farm the more. 
And buz is greater than it was before, 
But, Oh! you leading voters of the pit, 
That infect others with your too much wit; 15 
That well · affected members do ſeduce, 

And with your malice poiſon half the houſe; 
Know your ill manag'd arbitrary ſway 

Shall be no more endur'd, but ends, this day. 
Rulers of abler conduct we will chooſe, 
And more indulgent to a trembling Muſe ; 
Women for ends of government more fit, 
Women ſhall rule the boxes and the pit, 

Give laws to love, and influence to wit, 
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1 r which man a groan, and yt i prod, 
q they can manage, wow'd they please 
Tris not their want of wit, but loye of caſe. 
For, ſpite of art, more wit in them appears; 
Thoꝰ we boaſt ours, and they diſſemble theirs: 
Wit once was ours, and ſhot up for a while, 
Set ſhallow in a hot and barren ſoil; | 
But when tranſplanted to a richer ground '' | 1 
Has in their Eden its perfection found. 
And tis but juſt they ſhou'd our wit nvade, 5 
j Whilſt we ſer up their painting, pat ching —— TOE 4 
As for our courage, to our ſhame tis known,” 
As they can raiſe it, they can fie dor 
At their own wegpons they bullies wen: 
Faith, let them make an -falick la, 
Preſcnbe to all mankind, as well as plays, 9352 £4. Bl r 
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KING OF PON-TUS,. 


N OT careful lids when the trumpets call 
Their martial ſquadrons on, to ſtand or fall, 
Toſs'd with more doubts, than careful poets are, 
When vent rous wit for fally does prepare; 
When humming voices bid the play begin, 


And the laſt flouriſh calls the prologue in. L 


Here you, like dreadful warriors, judging fit x 
And in full council, try all writers? wit. 
To ſome, for ſenſe renown'd, our authors bow; 
And what you doom, for a juſt fate allow 2 | 
But ſure far leſs ſuch; judges poets dread, 
Than thoſe raw blades who will not let em N a 
But, e'er they can be heard, cry, ſhoot. em dead, 
Theſe pirates, that both arms and wits dehaſe 3 
Who fields and poems with their ſpleen * 
Poets and warriors both ſhould have in chaſe: 
Theſe libellers, ; who nobleſt fights deſpiſe, | 

And when a 8 flaſhes ſhut their eyes; 


Who write lampoons, and vilely get a . 


By others infamy, and live on ſhame ; 
Fifes, whiſtlers, of the juiteſt ſenſe not t 
To be the powder - monkeys of true wit: * 
Mimics, like apes, what's ill from A full drain 

And live upon. the vermin of a brain. | et. 
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"346 PROLOGUES. 


Neylefted Mete, and truſting to your aid, SE 
To beauty our laſt yows, like yours, are _ 5 
Beauty, which ftill adorns the op'ning tit, 
Which Cæſar's heart vouchſafes not. to refiſt 

| Fo that alone devoted is this day; 1 
For, by the poet, I was bid to far,, 
In the firſt _—— wat meant the ber. . 


16 PROLOGUE 10 


\ 


CONSTANTINE THE, GREAT. 


SPOKEN BY un. GOODMAR. 175 


| \ Y HAT, think ye, meant wiſe Providence, » whe 1 
; Poets were made? I'd tell you, if I durſt, 
That *twas in contradiction to Heaven's work.” 


That when its ſpirit o'er the waters ſtirr'd, 
When it faw all, and ſaid that all was good, 


The creature poet was not underſtood. 


For were it worth the pains of fix long days, 


To mould retailers of dull third-day plays, 
That ftarve out three-ſcore years, in hopes of n 52 


Ti plain they ne er were of the firſt creation, 


But came by mere equiw cal generation: 


Like rats in ſhips, without coition bred; 
As bated too, as they are, and unfed. 
Nature their ſpecies ſure muſt needs diſown, - 


| . knowing poets, leſs by poets known. 
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Yet this poor thing, ſo ſeorn'd, and ſet, at nought, . ..1. (x 

Ye all pretend to, and would ain bs thought. . Mas HA 

Diſabled waſting whore-maſters are not 5 
Prouder to own the brats. they never got, 1 

Than fumbling, itching rhymers of the town, 

adopt ſome baſe-bora ſong that's not their own. 

Spite of his ſtate, my lord ſametimes deſcends, 

To pleaſe the importunity of friends. 5 


The dulleſt He thought moſt for b fit, DES 1 
n venture his dought place, to aim at wit: 
Id tho' he finks with his employs of ſtate, 8 
„rin common ſenſe forſake him, he Il — 


The poet and the whore alike complains c 
Of trading quality, that ſpoils their. gains; arc 3 
The lords will write, and ladies will bore Grin, 
Therefore, all you who have male iſſue born, 
Under the ſtarving ſign of Capricorn; 
Prevent the malice of thelr ſacs in time, 1 
And warn them early from the fin of rhyme: | 
Tell em how Spenſer ſtarv'd, how Cowley mourn'd, „ 
How Butler's faith and ſervice was return dʒ 85 
And if ſuch warning they refuſe to take,” 
This laſt experiment, O parerits ! make: 
With hands behind them ſee th' offender 9 $ 
The pariſh whip, and beadle by his fide. 
Then lead him to ſome tall that does expoſe 
The authors he loves moſt, there rub his noſe ; 

il like a ſpaniel laſh'd, to know Gn 
He by the due correction uncerſtand, gs 
o keep his brains clean, and not foul the . 
Vol. I. ö | And 
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Salt ſoul and flame, as gy 


I'm told that ſome are - preſent” here, to- 


A bloody fatal play, vou Tee, tonight, 
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| "00 plays; and perfect eenſe as ſcufet are: groum. 
As civil women iii tis damtf'd lewd tO WIH. 28 off 5 bn! 
Plain ſenſe is defpicable as plain clothes: ; 


Tis your briſk fo t at is Jodl waf f A ynibs!) 20 
Yonder he goes, Er kf eribröider d c bat: e 


The genteel fling, che trip and modiſn muffle ß; 
: us any Prince Alem 2417 189571 
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Thus taggs and ſilks make uy your mem of Leif. axes 4a 
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Whoc'er they ſee, reſolve to damn this 'play, 461 Jil 


So much wou'd intereſt with itt 1 hature ay. | 

But ladies, you, we hope, will prove mote Civil, * 
And charm theſe wits that damn beyond the” del "onal 
Then let each eritie here, all belt innert. 
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You have attractions that can lay a pit. 


] vow to God, 't has put me in a fright. © 


od 5 


| Gives breaſt a blow, then hand © on hilt he puts PEO. 
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'Tis a fine age, Aa tearing monat re. Nen 1 * N, = 
Pray heav'n this thund'ring does mt i art - 
This play I like not o 6 | 
And yet for ought I ae SPE u 348 H 
But till T hate this fighting; wounds and blood. 

Why what the devil have 1 to do with donour? re 1 
Let heroes court her, I cry, pox upon s p 53 en bn 

All tragedies, i gad to me found odly, ©! an 24 
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H E 518 ae is ſhown this: nicht to OY 
Beheld me entering and my arm did ſeize, 713. 5 1 7 
Cry'd, Madam, ſtay, ſtay. bve ons minine more: ett bo 
But I your ſervant left him ar the dert 
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From filken doctor home-ſpun Ananias: 


This dæmon lately drew in many a gueſt, 
To ut with en N for — no feat. 
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F Yeo ant 3-,o2's ni al 
HE devil take thi dab een, at II 
has ruined all our plots upon the va alt tn L 11 
dulpicions, new elections, jeulouſies, lb UB 
Freſh informations, new diſteveries, 1 bes liber 
Do ſo employ the buſy fearful town, 23 n 3 105 35% 
Our honeſt calling here is uſeleſs grown £11: 2 = 0 * 
Lach fool turns politician now, and wers 
A formal face, and talks of ſtatelaffüir n 0 
Makes acts, decrees, and a new model ae, fb A's HA 
For regulation both of church and laws Nie er 
Tires out his empty noddle to invettt 1 BeH ad 
What rule and methods beſt 5 in ene, c es 2 
But wit, as if were Jeſui itical, FX HR DAS HTC H 
an abomination to ye all. 0 FIT on . 049 . 
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And piouſly pretend theſe are not days, 


+ Yet not one conqueſt can I gam or hope, 


To what a wretched pa will | oor plays ” comme 45 
ene muſt be dad. the plot 3 is laid i in, dots; nth pa SY 
"Tis hard erh 3 en 
* one age 4 „11 ke” QT 85 1 ve! by 
er thought we'd n for e 0 ute: gre ce 
. wou'd have thou ght thatwou'd have been 1 
Of any eonteſt iti our” "hopeful nation * e 
| For my own principles, Faith, let ne tell „** 19.5 
Pm Mill of the religio oe 110 y willy ; E peat: 1 $hrh. 
And till theſe Ae el le thee note to fix 6%. 


But now are ſomething in mere contradiction, 


For keeping miſtreſſes and ſeeing plays, 

Who ſayz this age a reformation: Wants, eg +2 5 
When Betty Currer's.loyery all turn faints. I 

- Ini vain, alas, I flatter, ſwear, and vow, = 
T0 1 ſcarce do any thing for charity nom .; 
Can wheedle, lye, diſſemble, jilt e gad, „„ 
As well and artfully as &er I did's jj 


No *prentice, nor a foreman of «ſhops! . ala Nes 
So that I want extremely new ſupplies; 0 
Of my laſt coxcomb, faith, theſe were 0 pace; 

And by the tatter d «ofigns you may * 5 4 
Theſe ſpoils wers of a viftoty long ago 

Who wou'd have thought ſuch helliſh aner te hugh fe 
When I ſhow'd be neglected at cigtiteen 2 . 5 
That youth and beauty ſhoy'd be quite ae. 

A poo upon the whore of Babylon. 37 Fe Ny : 
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12 country fquire; ho: yet had never kiiows | 
The long- expected joy of being in town; | 


' Whoſe careful parents ſcarce permitted heir _ 


To ride from home, unleſs to neighbouring fair; 

Turns wond'rous gay, bedizen'd to exceſs, 

Till he is all Burleſque in mode and dreſs, 

Learns to talk loud in pit, grows witty too, 

That is to ſay, makes mighty nojſe and ſhows 
So a young poet, who had never been 

Dabbling beyond the height of ballading ; * 

Who, in his briſk eſſays, durſt ne er excel 

The lucky flight of rhyming doggerel; 

Sets up with this ſufficient ſtock on ſtage, - , 

And has, perchance, the luck to pleaſe * 

He draws you in, like cozening citizen; 


Cares not how bad the ware, if ſhop he fine. 1 5 


As tawdry gown and petticoat gain more, 
(Tho' on a dull diſcas'd ill-favour'd whore) 
Than prettier frugal, tho? on holiday, 
When every city-ſpark has leave to play, 42) 
Damn, her, ſhe muſt be found, ſhe is ſo gay iy 
do let the ſcenes be fine, you'll ne er enquire 
for ſenſe, but lofty flights in nimble wire. 
—What we preſent, to-day, is rione of theſe, 
But we cou'd wiſh it were, for we wou d pleaſe ; 
And that you'll fear, we hardly meant to do: 


Yet here's no ſenſe—Pox on't, but here no f]; 


But a plain ſtory, that will give a taſte, 
Of what t your grandfires low d i” th* age that's paſt. 
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1K all ye Whigs: a Tories of are. 
(Ye furious Guelphs and Gibelins of wit, 

Who, for the cauſe, and crimes of forty « on 

So furiouſly maintain the quarrel on) 

Our author, as you'll find it writ in ee 

Has hitherto been a moſt wicked Tory; tze B 
But now, to th? joy o' th' brethren be it bon. ith 
Our fiſter's vain miſtaken eyes are open; tl mio 
And wiſely. valuing, her dear intereſt now, 

All powerful Whigs, converted is to you. 

Twas long ſhe did maintain the royal cauſe, - 
Argu'd, diſputed, rail'd with great re 3 

Writ madrigels and doggerel on the times, . 
And charg'd you all with your forefathers” "crimes'; //. 
Nay, confidently ſwore no plot was true 
But that fo lily carried on by you's, en _ 1 
Rais d hof rid fcandals on you, helliſh rigs, 5 

In conventicles how you eat young Tories; 

As Jew did heretofore eat chriſtian ſucklinnñ 
And brought an odium on your pious gutiling: 25 
When this is all malice itſelf can ſay, | 

You for the good old cauſe devoutly eat and __" F 
Thoꝰ this one text were able to convert ye, 10 
Ye needy tribe of ſcribblers to the party j 9 
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* * F * * 1 N. . 
Tet there are more die than theſe, : 
For write, invent, and make what plots you pleaſe, 
The wicked party keep your witneſſes ; 

Like frugal cuckold-makers you boget - 


rats that ſecure by others' fires ſhall CY 8 5 
Jour conventicling miracles out do e 16 


All that the Whore of eee PR af DE; 
By wond'rous arts you make rogues en i e 


T5 And when you pleaſe transform em __ gal | 

vil To day a ſaint, if he but hang a papiſt, es 

1 peach a true proteſtant, your ſaintꝰs a Atheiſt pi wd 

8 And dying ſacraments do leſs prevail, Tt 

1 Than living ones, tho took in lamb?” dt {Da hae Þ 

G Who wou'd not then be for a common-weal, e 
ihr To have the villain, gilded with his zeal? 2 
i A zeal, who for convenience can diſpenſe 


With plays, provided there's-no wit nor ſenſe; 
15 For wit's profane, and jeſuiticall 
And plotting's popery, and the devil and all. | 
We then have fitted you with one, to-day, _ _.+ | 
'Tis writ as *twere a reeantation play; ng 
Renouncing all that has pretence to witty, 
I' oblige the reverend Brumigham's o? th* city: 
Lo ſmutty ſcenes, no jeſts to move your laughters, 
© Nor love that ſo debauches all your daughters. 

qa 6 But ſhou'd the Tories' now, who.will defert me, | 
Becauſe you find no dry bobs on your party, 
Be Reſolve to hiſs, as late did popiſh A 

Fer By yea and nay, ſhell throw her ſelf on you, 1 

be grand inqueſt of Whigs, to whom ſhe's true. 

EY Then let 'em rail and hiſs, and damn their fill, 

Vet Your verdict will be :gnoramus „ 8 
45 . | e „ 
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Nay, dear, ſometimes have bought the frippery ag. 
Tbis, widows, you—lI mean the old and e 1 N 


We muſt not e ſuch dull fools as they; 
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LUCKY, CHANCE 1 
Seck with old plays you have fo long — * EY 9 | 


As with a miſtreſs many years enjoy dj. 


How briſkly dear variety you purſue ; 


| Nay, tho' for worſe ye change, ye will ante 4 


Widows, take heed, ſome of you in freſh PRs 
Have been the unpitied martyrs of this youth. 
When for a drunken ſot, that had kind hours, - 
And taking their own freedoms, left you yours $11 

' Twas your deliberate choice your days to pals, 
With a damn'd, ſober, ſelf-admiring aſs, 


Who thinks good uſage for the ſex unfit, 14 Gs 
And flights ye out of ſparkiſhneſs and wit. „ 


But you can fit him— Let a worſe foal _ 
If he neglect, to officiate in his room. 

Vain amorous coxcombs every where are found, 
Fops, for all uſes, but the ſtage, abound. 

Tho? you ſhowd change them oftener than your fafhiq! 
There ſtill wow'd be enough for your ame f 


But ours are not ſq eaſily ſupplied, 


All that cou'd &er quit coſt we have already 8 


Will never think, be they but fool enough. 
Such will with any kind of puppies play; 3 
But we muſt better know for what we pay; 


i 


Shou'd 


SY SHOOUDMHSW) 2 


eee 7 
What they admire at home they won d loath .. SE 
Thus tho? the mall, the ring, the pit is Full, „ „ IOVE 
And every coffeg-houſe fill farms with fool 3 -- 1 / 
Tho ſtill by fools all other eallings live, Fe 

Nay our own women by\froſh cullies thrive, - 1711 
Tho? your intrigues, whiek no A can eure, yy 
Promiſe a long ſucceſſion to enſure ; i 21 6T 
— do pres 
Dire is the dearth and famine on the tage, = 
Our ſtore's quite waſted, and our credit's ſal, 
Not a fool left to bleſs ourſelves withal, I 
We're fore d aa t0 ro, Cd n grew fn, 5 


We ſhow you one, to-day; intirely b 
And of all jeſts, none relifh bke the true. 


Let that the yalue of our play enhance, . 
Then it may prove indeed The Lueky Chu, | 
5 vo 
| PROLOGUE To Try W 

FORCED 12211 
Gaans, our our e have of 0 Hot ye, | 


lg play and prologus too, ſo much abus'd ye, 
That ſhould we beg your aids, I juſtly fear, 
You're ſo incens'd you'd hardly lend it here, 
But when againſt a common foe we arm, 
Each will affiſt to guard his own coneern. | 
| Women 


Lou'll never know the bliſs of change; this art 
| Retrieves (when beauty fades) the YR g heart” 


. © BROLOGUES. 


Women thoſe charming vidtors; i i while che. 


Lie all their arts; and their artillertie s, 
Not being contented with the wounds ey e ait 
Would by new ſtratagems our lives invade. 1 2 ng. 
Beauty alone goes now at too cheap rates iz Of 


And therefore they, like wiſe and politie ſtates, 180 0 
Court A new power that may the old — A 47 Fo {Mb 
To keep, as well as gain, the victory. 6 tr 


They'll join the forte of wit to 6 beauty wow” wow Habes 


And ſo maintain the right they have in ee L e e 


If the vain ſex this privilege ſhould boaſt,” 7 ro SF 
Paſt cure of a declining face, we're loft.” 1 Fin? 19%; . 2 


And tho? the airy ſpirits move no TOO" 
Wit ſtill invites, as beauty did before; OO 0G 
To-day one of their party ventures out, e 
Not with deſign to conquer, but to Wutz! 

Diſcourage but this firſt attempt, and 8 

They'll hardly dare to ſally out again. 

The poeteſs too, they ſay, has ſpies abroad. 
Which have diſpers'd themſelves in every road, | 


P the upper box, pit, galleries ; every face Til 
You find diſguis'd in a black velvet caſe,  =—© 
My life on't, is her ſpy on purpoſe ſent, . or Erna Eo 


To hold you in a wanton compliment; 


That ſo you may not cenſure what ſhe as GREY 


Which done, they face you down 'twas full of wit, 
Thus, while ſome common prize you hope to win, 
You let the tyrant Yor enter in. . 195 
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] beg to-day you'd lay that humour by, 
Till your rencounter at the nurſery ; 


Where they like-centinels from duty free, 
May n meet and wanton with the oath 8 


Eater an Aar. 355 ye th 


How haſt thou u labour'd to ſubvert i in yain, 1 1 
What one poor ſmile of ours calls home again ? „ 
Can any ſee that glorious ſight, and ſay 15 

A woman ſhall not t vitor prove, to-day ? _ 
| | {Pointing 2 to the Lau. 
Who is't that t to their Beaute would ſubmit, _ 

And yet refuſe the fetters of their wit'? 

He tells you tales of ſtratagems and ſpies ;. B 

Can they need art that have ſuch powerful eyes 5 
Believe me, gallants, h' as abuſed you all; 

There's not a vizard in our whole cabal? 

Thoſe are but pickeroons that ſcour for prey, . 

And catch up all they meet with in their way z , | | 1 
Who can no captives take, for all they o 
Is pillage ye, then gladly let you go. 

Ours ſcorns the petty ſpoils, and do prefer N 
The glory, not the intereſt, of the war: 
But yet our forces ſhall obliging Prove, 
Impoſing nought but conſtaney in love; 
That's all our aim, and when we have it too, 
We'll facrifice it all to pleaſure * ge 
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SIR PATIENT FANCY. 


* VI E write not now, as as th antient poets writ, 
For your applauſe of nature, ſenſe and wit ; 1 
But, like good tradeſmen, what's in faſhion vent, 
And cozen you, to give ye all content. 
True comedy, writ even in Dryden's ſtyle, 

Will hardly raiſe your humours to a ſmile. 


Long did his ſovereign muſe the ſceptre ſway 


And long with joy you did true homage pay: 
But now, like happy ſtates, luxurious grown, 
The monarch wit unjuſtly you dethrone, 
And a tyrannic commonwealth prefer, 


Where each ſmall! wit ſtarts up and claims his ſhare ; : 


And all thoſe laurels are in pieces torn, 
Which did e'er while one ſacred head adorn. 


Nay, even the women now pretend to reign; 


Defend us from a poet Joan again ! 

That congregation's in a hopeful way, 

To heaven, where the lay- ſiſters teach and pray. 5A 
Oh, the great bleſſing of a little wit! 
I've ſeen an elevated poet fit, 

And hear the audience laugh and clap, yet ** 
Gad after all, tis a damn'd filly play: 

He unconcern'd, cries only- Is it ſo 7 

No matter, theſe unwitty things will do, 


** 8. 5 * 8/8. „ 
When your fine fuſtian useless eloquence Fits, 165-4 © WM 
Serves but to chime aſleep a drouſy audiente. 2 
Who at the vaſt expence of wit would treat, 
That might ſo cheaply pleaſe the appetite y TR! 
Such homely fare aden Nin woke 8 
Our author 
Knows better how to 8 + 50 to write: 

Alas ! a poet's good for nothing now, 175 

Unleſs he have the knack of conjuring too; ; 

For tis beyond all natural ſenſe to gueſs 

How their ſtrange miracles were brought to N. 
Your Preſto, Jack begone, and come again, 

With all the hocus art of legerdemain ; 

Your dancing teſter, nutmeg, and your cups, 
Out-does your heroes and your amorous fops. 
And if this chance to pleaſe you, by that rule, 
He that writes wit is much the greater fool. 


PROLOGUE ro THE. = 
| EMPEROR OF THE MOON. 
SPOKEN BY MB, JEVERN. 


Lo" ONG, and at vaſt expence, th' induſtrious ſtage 
Has ſtrove to pleaſe a dull ungrateful age: | 
With heroes and with gods we firſt began, 

And thunder'd to you in heroic train: 
Some dying love-ſick queen each night you enjoy'd, 
And with magnificence at laſt were cloy'd : 

Our drums and trumpets frighted all the women ; 
Our fighting ſcar'd the beaux, and billet-doux men, 


* oo 
3 
204 8 


80 f ſpark i in an intiighs * quality, WOW 25 Iu . 
Grows weary of his dead) ee e 
Hates the fatigue, and cries, A pox upon War- 7 880 Ra i 
What a damn'd buſfle*s here, with love * honour ? | | 
In humble comedy, we next appear. 81 
No fop, or cuckold, but, flap-daſh, we had him here N Ni | P. 
We ſhew'd ye all, but you malicious grown, 
Friends' vices to expoſe, and hide your own ; 9 | . 
| Cry, Damn it ——— this is ſuch, or ſuch” a one. 5 . 
Yet nettled, plague, what does the ſcribbler maan? 
| With his damn'd characters, and plot obſcene. 1 5 
We No woman without vizard i in the nation, : EY 3 
Can ſee it twice, and keep her reputation — 2 of 
That's certain, forgetting — 3 . 
That he himſelf, in every groſs Lama. TEST 
Her lewder ſecrets ſpread about the town; 
Whilſt their feign'd niceneſs is but cautious fear, 
Their own intrigues ſhould be unravel'd here. 
Our next recourſe was dwindling down to farce, 
| Then, Zounds—What ſtuff is here? Is wit ſo Karte 3 
vn Well, gentlemen, ſince'none of thoſe has ſped, ' 
5 Gad, we have bought a ſhare in the 1 head. 
80 there you'll ſave a ſice, 3 3 
You love good huſbandry i in all but 1 vice; 3 TY 
9 and drinking only | bog a Price, 2 
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he bead riſes bon a twwi fed PR on a Bhs from under 
the Rage, After Jevern 2 to its month, | 


Si - Oh oh I- Oh! 
GS Stentor. Oh! !—Oh oh! 
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An- ebis it fogs Saw y. langhs, crys God Bleſs the ting | 
in _ ws | 

a yp ester ſens N 5 


Shea louder, _—_ if you'd habe We peat: 
gn of this rogue,. he will betray the cheat. 


A 
i Bt W 2 
«; 4 bh | 
f b Rais bud, aasee fa 1 
r ne rice Dark 
—Hum- There tis again, e e OT TO a 
Pox of your echo with a northern, firain,. „ 


Well — This will be but a nine days wonder. too; 1 
There's nothing laſting but the puppet- how. . = oy 4 
What lady's heart ſo hard, but it: would Ore „ 
Jo hear Philander and Irene 3 love?: , ee” 3 
Thoſe ſiſters too, the ſcandalous wits ge 25" „ 
Two nameleſs keeping beaux have made ſo 275 "Cp 5 ; 5 
But thoſe amours are perfect ſympat hy, 1 FF 
Their gallants being as mere machines as che” cit il 
Oh! how the city wife, with her nown nin, 7414 
Is charm'd with, Come into my coach ——Miſs Jenny. 
But overturning alin 917 i 
The jogling rogue has murder'd all his kides. 
The men of war cry, Pox on't, this is dull. 
We're for rough ſports, dog Hector, and the . 8 
Thus each in his degree, diverſion finds, ! 
Your ſports are ſuited to' your mighty . 

Whilſt ſo much judgment in your choice you 1 
The puppets have more ſenſe than ſome of ou. 
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| Ix0L060%. 70 THE 
AMOROUS PRINCE. 


©2 
4 th 1 


1 TE 1 a 8 to the play, 


And you expect i it too petition way ; En” 
With chapean bas beſeeching you i uss 


A damn'd intrigue of ah unpraftie'd Mae 3 


Tell you it's fortune waits upon your ſmiles, 


And when you frown, Lord how you kill, the whilles? 0 


Or elſe to rally up the fins of th age, 
And bring each fop in RS er TE We 
And in one protogue run more vices oder, 

Than either court or city knew before 

Ah! that's bender which will pla you to, 
But my commiſſion's not to pleaſe you now. 
Firſt then for you, grave Dons, who love no 
But what is regular, great Johnſon's way; 
Who hate the Monfieur with the farce and droll, 
But are for things well ſaid with {ſpirit and ſoul: 
_ "Tis you I mean, whoſe judgment will admit | 
Ne intertudes of footing with your wit ; 

You're here ted, and anon will cry, 
death! word *twas treaſon to write comedy. 
so l there's a party loſt; now for the reſt, 

' Who ſwear they'd rather hear a ſmutty jeſt, 
Spoken by Notes or Angel, than a ſcene 
Of the adimir” d and * n'd Cataline ; ; 


* Two comic actors of that time. 
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EO "MAS. 5 * U R. 


Who na comic hat, the Jig and d 

Things that are ſitted to their ignorance : 
You too are quite undoue, for here's no AY 
An uſeful ſupplement when wit is ſearee, = 
Not ſerious, nor yet comic, whiat' ist then = 


Th' imperfect iſſue of a lukewarm brain: 

Twas born before its time, and ſach a wr. 
As all the after - lickings could not help. 

Bait it then as ye pleaſe, we'll not defend i it, 

But he that diſapproves'it, let him mend it. 


PROLOGUE ro THE. 


YOUNGER BROTHER, 


ACTED AFTER uns. ds DEATH... 


As rivals of each tas Ain W 1 
And both ſtrive which ſhall gain the lady's ny 
So we for your affections daily vie: 88 
Not an intriguer in the galler r, 8 
(Who ſqueezes hand of Phillis maſk'd, that "= 
Ogling for ſale, in velvet ſcarf and hood) _ . 


Can with more paſſion his dear nymph purſue, 586 ; 
Than we to make diverſion fit for vou. 


Grant we may pleaſe, and we've our utmoſt aim, 

'Tis to your favour only we lay claim. 

In what can we oblige ? Cou'd we preſent you 

With miſtreſs young, and ſafe, it wou'd content you: 
Then huſbands, weary'd out with ſpouſe alone, 

And hen-peck'd keepers that drudge on with one, 
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FROLOGUES. Be Des. 
1 fancy hither won d i in crouds reſo 2 EG 45 TID 925 5 7 855 = + I, 


* 5 


As thick as men for offices to court: JH: mn nie? . 
1 +: SW 0 
 Who'd ſtay behind ? the beau aboye — Got . 


Wou' d hobble on, and gape for one bit n id ku tr of 
Men of all ſtations, from the nobles, down... . be 
| To grave Sir Roger i in his cap and gown, - ' 4 
Wou'd hither come. But we ſome time muſt Yo way N 
Eer we a project of ſuch moment make; 

Since that's laid by, for your derten then, 26 nafds 35 1 
We do invite the brothers of the pen; 57 1 4 
The courtier, lawyer, ſoldier, player won; 4 
wit neer had more encouragement than now; 

- Tho? free, or aliens to our ſtage, we take em, 
Not kick em out, but native ſubjects make em. 
The ladies too are always welcome here, 
Let *em in writing or in box appear. 

To that fair ſex we are oblig'd, to-day, * 

Oh ! then be kind to a poor orphan-play, SO 
| Whoſe parent while the liv'd oblig'd you alli _ an 
You prais'd her living, and you mourn'd her fall. . 
Who cou'd, like her, our ſofter paſſions move, 
The life of humour, and the ſoul of love? 


+ 


Wit's eldeſt ſiſter; throughout every line, 5 
You might perceive ſome female graces ſhine. - 


For poor Aftrea's infant we implore, 
Let it then bye, thay ai is now no more. ; 
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PROLOGUE ro ru 


SULLEN, LOVERS. 


10 
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SPOKEN! BY. wn, 4 CHARACTER IN rus. e 
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Hor OW e are poets; Wees det 1 

Who can more men at their firſt ſummons a 
Than many a wealthy home- bred 2 
By all his intereſt in his country can. 
They raiſe their friends; but in one day ariſe 
Gainſt one poor poet all theſe enemies: 

For ſo he has obſery'd you always are, 

And againſt all that write maintain a war. 

What ſhall he give you compoſition now? 
Alas ! he knows not what you will allow. 

He has no cautionary ſong, nor dance, 

That might the treaty. of his peace advance; $4: 
No kind Romantic lovers in his play, 
To ſigh and whine out paſſion, ſuch as may 
Charm waiting-women with heroic chime, 

And till reſolve to live and die in rhyme : 
Such as your ears with love and honour feaſt, _ 
And play at Crambo for three hours at leaſt: ' 
That fight, and. woo, in verſe in the ſame brenn 
And make ſimilitudes, and love in death: ; 
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. FROLOGUES. 
But if you love a fool, he bid me ſay, 
He has great choice to ſhew you in his play ; 7 
(To do you ſervice) I am one fo day, © 
Well, gallants, tis his firſt, faith, let it g0, i 
Juſt as old gameſters by young bubhles do: Fon 
This firſt and ſmaller ſtake let him but win 
And for a greater ſum you'll draw him in. 
Or uſe our poet as you would a hare, 
Wich, when fhe's hunted down, dee you furs 
At length take up, and damn no more, for | 
For if you only at the quarry aim, 


This critic n il e 425 game. : 


rx6L06ne ro 
"THE HUMOURISTS/ 


Speck you are fil e be 8 ; 

To laugh and rail at every thing you n 

I know not why a prologue ſhould forbear. 

Firſt, we declare againſt the wary wit, I 37, 
Who, having had the luck of one good hit, 

Dares not appear again before the pit. 

Some have done well; yet, to remove all doubt, 
Men muſt fight more than once, to be thought ſtout, 
Others are too much in a ſcribbling vein, . 
As if they had a looſeneſs in the brain: x 
Theſe catch at every little ſhght occaſion, 

As our gay empty ſparks at each new faſhion : 


Pepe 


rpetually they fumble for the bays, - | 
With poems, ſongs, lampoons, and long dull plays, 
Aman would wonder what the devil they meant, 
(Like ill nos'd curs, that only foil the ſeent, ) 

To mangle plots, : and they Il. as boldly dot, 


As our Sir Martin undertakes the lute. 8 es | 
Now for the women 1 5 . 
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The little fools into £ 


Either they are: one cold, er Sai Boe: 4 445) i ol 
dome, peeviſh and il-bred, are kind to hone ; 1 go: il 01 
Others ſtark mad in love with all the town. 114.4699} & E 
The famous eater had his' worm to ago e £7238 DEL 
Theſe rampants have a hungry worm indeed a a HERE, 
And as his ravenous ſtomach made him gee! = n 


Tripes, livers, and the coarſeſt ſort of meat: 
Our craving damſels, rather than ſtand * % An 
With any raw-bone coxcombs run about * * 11 I 
Making no difference of ſize or age, n 
from the grim Hector to the beardleſs pig 
Learn, little ones, for ſhame learn to einn 
he not ſo very rank, nor yet ſo niee. 
Who buries all his wealth, and never lens 
h more a wretch than he that wildly fpetidh, e 
And ſhe, who is ſo coy to fancy no man, | 

| yet a viler thing than ſhe that's common. 
If you will own yourſelves concern'd, you may 3 
ud for a ſaucy prologue damn the play. 
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Ox: of the poets (as t they afl may, 1 l 4 
| When th' author's dead). has ſtollen nd =o 4 
Not like ſome petty thieves, , that can endure. Wesel dc. 
To ſteal ſmall things, to keep their hands in ure. 

He ſwears he'll die for netnigg: in our times 

Small faults are  ſcorn'd, the great are en, crimes, 
Only for noble ſparks, v. ho think it fit ei en! 
That the baſe vulgar fhould mean eee LOSE, 


But *tis your fault poets ſuch, Feeney are -gromn: 
For that injurious mercy, you have ſhown 08 . 
To ſome great malefactors heretofore, -- lib on gol; 

las, for each thief you've pardon'd, mn] ten more. 

- This for the bold purloiner of the play: 

Tis fit I ſomething too of that ſhould Fes” 197 of 70 5 10 
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It is a virtuous play, you will confeſs, . % =. 4.10 Ou 
Where vicious men meet their deſerv'd 1 1 Yo 
Not-like our modern ones, where ſtill we find „le 
Poets ate only to the ruffians kinda; 1 7 4 To 
And give them ſtill the ladies in the 5 ita 77 But 
But faith their ladies are as bad as they. 1 N 

or 


They call em airy, witty, briſk and wild, 


But, with their favours, thoſe are terms too mild. hefe 
— But (what is better yet than all the reſt) At] 


In all this play there's not one K and And 
5 2 | To 


D Oe UND 1. 2 


8 K* 


vo make the ladies bite their li ba, and e: bad. ah A 
ah To be applauded by the gentlemen. mot l ta Yall 
- J £42 41 £4 AT 


i Bawdy's a private' joke, but her. 


3 public it is impudence, not n Sod) N 
| But yet we vow'd: (if it were to be had, Ant 
For love or money) we'd have what ab bad; 
we've ſtuff'd in dances, and een e es too, t e 
0 As ſenſeleſs as were ever ſung to you- n ict 


If all theſe things will not ſupport our bay, 6315235 N 
Then, gallants, you may damn it - yes, you may; 
But if you do, you'll ſuffer ſuch a curſe ! | 
Our poet one] he 'U write one 0 0 times worſe. 
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PROLOGUE. To. * | Ya 
1 5 VIRTUOSO. 1 
Y oo aut via ſuch an tl appetite 2 
| To a late play, which gave ſo great delight, 
Our poet fears that by fo rich a treat, 
Your palates are become too delicate. 
Yet ſince y' have had rhyme for a reliſhing bit, 
To give a better taſte to comic wit. : 


But this requires expence of time and pains, 

Too great, alas, for poets* ſiender gains. 

For wit, like china, ſhould long buried lie, 
Before it ripens to good comedy 31 | 1 
A thing we ne'er have ſeen fince Jonſon? $ days: 

And but a few of his were perfect . 


EY 1 Now 
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| da the ben en pre mdf! 
* They muſt be found tg ſoribble twice a 5 * _ 0 * 
: Thus the thin thread - hare vicar ſtill muſi rol, | "= 

5 Whilſt the fat lazy doctor bears the ſpoil. 1 ak 1 0 45 
0 In the laſt comedy ſome wits were Heyn; Br M te ont 
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5 


Plenty of fops, grievances of the age, 

Whoſe nauſeous figures neꝰ er were on a 4 tat nf 
He cannot ſay they'll-pteaſe you, but ey nn new 

And he hopes you will ſay he as drawn Tow true. 

He's ſure in wit he ean't excel the reſt, 

Heꝰd but: be thought to write a fool the beſt ; 

Such fools as haunt and trouble men of wit, 
And, ſpight of them, will for their pictures ſit. 

| Vet no one coxcomb in this play is ſhown, 

fi No one man's humour makes a part alone, 

: But ſcatter'd folhes gather'd into one, | 

He ſays, if with new fops he can but pleaſe, 


He'll twice a year produce as new as theſe, 
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b PROLOGUE ro v 
| P. I. 8. 0 en Winn Bos: | 
As a young wanton, when ſhe firſt Ratio | H 
With ſhame and with regret of conſcience A H 

So fares our trembling poet, the firſt time RR BY 

| He has committed the lewd fin of rhyme, © WEE Bi 
| | While cuſtom hardens others in the crime. BEAR 5 Ir 


(BAD? * 


o 
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7 


jt might in Kit that bel cs too bebe, 0 200 
To lay about him without fear or wit : 40 Mm e BN 
Byt humbly he your pardon! does Were * 6 
Already he repents and ſays he'll fin no —_— 
His buſineſs now is to ſhew ſplendid ſcenes, | 
' interpret *twixt the audience and machines. 
You muſt not here expect exalted thought, 
Nor lofty verſe, nor ſcenes with labour wrought : 5 
His ſubject's humble, and his verſe is ſo J) 1 
This theme no thund'ring raptures would allow, 
Nor would he, if he could, that way purſue. 
He'd ride unruly fancy with a bit, 
And keep within the-bounds of ſenſe and wit 
Whoſe bounds no boiſt'rous fuſtian will admit. 
And did not gentle hearers oft diſpenſe 
With all the ſaered rules of wit and ſenſe ; 
Such tearing lines, as crack the writer's brain, 
And the laborious actor's lungs o'erſtrairi, :} £aſy 
Wou'd, on our ſtages, be roar'd out in vain. 
In all true wit a due proportion's found, 
To the juſt rules of height and diſtance bound. 
Wit like a faulcon, tow'ring in its flight, 
When once it ſoars above its lawful height, 
Leſſens, till it becomes quite out of fight. 
But of ſuch flights there is no danger now; 
He would not ſoar too high, nor creep too low 3 | 
Howe'er, he hopes you will excuſe his haſle, 
For he this gaudy trifle wrote ſo faſt, 
Five weeks began and figiſh/d the deſign, 
In thoſe few hours he ſnatch'd from friends and wine; 
P4 | And 


es rn 01 . 6 Gu "3 


And dana in better things he 'ag ſpeni his tie, 
With which he hopes ere long t: attone ee, a be by 


But he, alas! has ſeveral pow'rful foes, 
Who are unjuſtly ſo ; and yet he knows 


8 They will, whate'er he writes, though vos Ty 


If he the honour has to pleaſe the beſt, 
"Tis not his fault if he offends the reſt: 
But none of them yet ſo ſevere can be, 


As to condemn this trifle, more than he. 


PROLOGUE IO 


THE. LIBERTINE. 


Ou author ſent me hither for a tent 


To ſpy what bloody critics were come out; 
"Thoſe Picaroons in wit, who infeſt this road, 


_ And ſnap both friend and foe, that come abroad. ö 


is ſavage party crueller appears, 
Than i in the channel Oſtend privateers; 
You, in this road, or fink or plunder all; 
Rimorkelch as a ſtorm, on us you fall : 
But as a merchant, when by ſtorms diftreſs'd, 
Flings out his bulky goods to fave the reſt, - 


Hoping a calm may come, he keeps the beſt ; 


In this black tempeſt, which o'er us depends, | 
Near rocks and quick-ſands, and no ports of friends, 


Our poet gives this over to your rage, 
The moſt irregular play upon the ſtage, 


As wild, and as extravagant as the age, 


an .i.9 0 ˙— — — £5 


A »7 
* — N 
* ” 1 2 p 
- 4 200) my — A 5 
N 1 HS 1 * PR * * 
4 4 K. 4 4 8 a 33 7 * 
n aN * = i” a. F - - 
2 = . 2 10 x 8 4 ; « f 


Now, angry then; to all your hides 8 15 
When all your fury has on this been ſpent, 
: WH flewhere, you with much worſe will be cantent. | 
| The poet has no hopes you'll be sppeas'd, 5 
3 Who come on purpoſe but to be diſpleas'd : 
Such corrupt judges ſhould excepted be, | 
Who can condemn before they hear or ſee. 
Ne'er were ſuch bloody critics yet in den 1 
You damn by abſolute predſtinatiosn. vs 
But why ſo many to run one man down? 1 
It were a mighty triumph when ye have done 5 
Our ſcarcity of plays you ſhould not blame, 
When by foul poaching you deſtroy the game. 
Let him but have fair play, and he may then, 
Write himſelf into favour once again. 
If after this your anger you'll reveal, 
| To Cæſar he muſt make his great appeal; 
There mercy and judgment equally do meet, 25 
To pardon faults, and to eee wit. e 
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PROLOGUE TO 
EPSOMWELLS. 


WRITTEN BY SIR c. SEDLEY. 


P OETS and thieves can ſcarce be rooted out ; 

*Scape ne'et ſo hardly, they'll have th' other bout. 
Burn'dan the hand, the thieves fall to't again; 
And poets hiſt, cry, They did ſo to Ben 


Like 


„% - .'PROLOGUES. - 


Like boys, who have at ſchool too oft been dripp's, - 


They have no feeling in the part that's whipp'd. 
They're for your pity, not your anger, fit; _ 


They're e en ſuch fools, they would be thought! 65 e 


Elſew here you all can flatter, why not here 855 
You'll ſay you pay, and ſo may be ſevere. 
Judge for yourſelves then, gallants, as you Pay, 
And lead not each of you his bench aſtray.: 

Let eaſy cits be pleas'd with all they hear, 
Go home, and to their neighbours praiſe our ware; 


They with good ſtomachs come, and fain wou'd eat: 3. on 


| You nothing like, and make them loath their meat. 


Though ſome men are with wine, wit, beauty, cloy 2 


The creatures till by others are enjoy dt. 
"Tis not fair play, that one, for his half-crown, 


Shou'd judge, and rail, and damn, for half the town, 5 | 


But do your worſt; if once the pit grows thin, 
Your dear lov'd maſks will hardly venture in. 
Then we're reveng'd on you, who needs muſt come. 
Hither, to ſhun your own dull ſelves at home: 
But you, kind burghers, who had never yet 
Either your heads or bellies full of wit : 

Our poets hope to pleaſe ; but not too well; 

Nor wou'd he have the angry critics ſwell. 

A moderate fate beſt fits his humble mind, 

Be neither they too ſharp, nor you too kind. 


PRO- 


* TRY 55 | e 
8 K:A DW A LI. 


© 
a 75 + * 2 * 4 
. 1 FE + 


| PROLOGUE ro 
I H E 8 A M $f 
| ADDRESSED * THE 
KING AND QUEEN. 


# | 
SPOKEN AT WHITEHALL. 


Pa and ſoldiers us'd to various chance, . 
Cannot expect they ſhould each day advance 
Sometimes their wreaths they miſs, ſometimes obtain 4 
But whenſoe'er one lucky hit they gain, 

Loudly the triumphs of that day they boaſt, | 

And ne'er reflect on all their battles loſt, 

So, royal Sir, the poet of this night, 

Since he contributed to your delight, 

No thoughts of former loſſes does retain, 


But boaſts that now he has not liv'd in vain : 
His tide of joy will to ambition ſwell. 
He, that wou'd think his whole life manag'd well 
Once pleaſing him 
T' whom all the pleaſures of our lives are due, 
Has now liv'd twice, fince he has twice pleas'd you. 
If this for him had been b others done, 
After this honour ſure they claim their own. | 
| Yet, to compleat his wiſhes, does remain | 
This new addition, which he hopes to gain, 
- WH That you, the other glory of our iſle, | [To the Queen. 
4 Would grace his labour with your royal ſmile. 
hb e is 3 Though 
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. PROLOGUE, * 
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Though he has faults, yet, Madam, you will fave 
The criminal your royal lord forgave j 
And that indulgence he will much prefer, 

To all th' applauſes of the theatre. Ny, 

A common audience gives but common praiſe ; > 
Th' applauſe of princes muſt confer the bays. 
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Glen a. the bare a of the "I are . 
The only portion for briſk wits o' th town, 
(We mean, ſuch as have no crop of their own p |: 


| Methinks you ſhould encourage them that ſow, - 
Who are to watch, and gather what does grow. 


Thus a poor poet muſt maintain a Muſe, 
As you do miſtreſſes, for others uſe : 
The wittieſt play can ſerve him but one day, 


Though for three months it ſinds you what to ſay. 


Yet you your creditors of wit will fail, 
And never pay, but borrow on and rail. 


Poor echo's can repeat wit, though they've Beg ; 


Like bag- pipes, they no ſound have of their own, 
Till ſome into their emptineſs be blown. 
Yet = 8 


Jo be thought wits and judges they're ſo glad, 


And labour for't as if they were wit mad. 
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gome will keep tables for the wits 0? th” nation, | 
And poets eat them into reputation : 
Some ſcribblers will wit their whole buſineſs make, 


For labour'd qulneſs grieyous pains will take; 
And when with many throes they've travail'd long, 


They now and then bring forth a fooliſn ſong: * 
One fop all modern poets will condemn, . 


Wit is a common idol, and in vain 


F ops try a thouſand ways the name to gain. «7 eit 


Pray judge the nauſeous farces of the age, = 109 
And meddle not with ſenſe upon the tage; . 


To you our poet no one line ſubmits | 2959799) 


Who ſuch a coil will keep to be thought _ 
"Tis you, who truly are ſo, he would Poole 5 

But knows it is not to be done with eaſem 
In th' art of judging you as he int han] f 
As, in their choice, ſome ladies of the town: 
Your neat ſhap'd Barbary.wits you will deſpiſe, 


And none but luſty Aus auy writers prize: 10 an 


Old En gliſh Shakeſpeare -ſtomachs you ; ſtill, 
And judge, as our fore-fathers writ, with Kill. 
| You coin the wit; the witlings of the town 
Retailers are, that ſpread it up and down. 
det but your ſtamp upon't, though it be braſs, 
With all the wou'd- be- wits *twill current paſs. 
Try it, to-day, and we are ſure twill hit; 
All to your ſov'reign empire mult ſubmit. 


And by this means a parlous due eng _ 20 HU % 
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THE Aurhon' 8 NAME. NOT BEING THEN. KNOWN, 14 7 


Our poet never PECTE the Shed FR 


Of farce, that's in half French, half Engliſh ares; 97 ; 


And this was made with little pains and ike 
As any cobbling poet ever writ, 


And therefore he's reſolv'd not to ſubmit. mg Met 


The fortune of his fellows he has ſeen 
Who in dull farce have ſo ſucceſsful been, 
That could he write true wit, he is in doubt, 
Whether you would endure to fit it out. 
But though he has no wit, he has ſome name, | 
And, ſtealing from the French, conceals his name, 
French plays, in which true wit's as rarely found, 

As mines of filver-are in Eagliſß ground; 

A fooliſh Marquiſs, or his knaviſh man, | 
Or ſome poor pudden fool's the beſt they can FA | 
But ſtay, I've been too bold; methinks I fre 
The Engliſſ Monſieurs riſe in mutiny, 


| 


Crying, Confound him ! does he damn French plays, 


The only pieces that deſerve the bays ? - 


France, that on faſhions does ſtrit laws impoſe, 
The univerſal monarchy for cloaths, 


That rules our moſt important part, our dreſs, 
Should rule our wit, which is a thing much leſs, 
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But, Meſfeurs, he ſays, fatther to proyoke a p 
He would as ſobn he author of | Tu Au,, 
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As any farce that e' er from France was ſent * 

And, all conſider d, tis a compliment. 

And yet he hopes th' advantages they gin, 
That he may pleaſe. you with ſmall ſtock of brain: : 
For our good-natur'd nation thinks it fit ö 
To count French ern. 1 waTres ; An cb nonſenſe, wit, 
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PROLOGUE To THE 


LANCASHIRE WITCHES. 


Orr poet once cfolred to quit the 1 ; 

But ſeeing what flight plays {till pleaſe the age, 

He is drawn in; and thinks to paſs with eaſe : 

He cannot write ſo ill as ſome that pleaſe, a | 
Our author ſays, he has no need to fear = 
All faults, but of good writing, you can ber. 
The common eyes all paintings pleaſe alike; [> A vu 
signs are as good to them as pieces of Vangvle. = 
Our author honours th' underſtanding fer; 
And from the many he appeals to you: 
For (tho! in int'reſt moſt- fhould Judge) tis fit 


There ſhould an oligarehy be 1 in wit. 
Falſe wit is now the moſt pernicious weed, 3 
Rank and o'er-grown————and all run up to ſeed. | 


od The name of an old ridiculous play. 


PROLOGUE 


In > n bh ur is employ'd, Bt 92 
With naſty ſpurious: ſtuff the town is 8 * 
Which daily from the teeming prels ye have found „ 4 
But true wit ſeems in magie fetters bound. 
Like ſprites, which conjurers Circles do trend,” Sr had 
The age's ſores muſt rankle ne when ne TRA oy 
It cannot bear the cauterizing pen: 4067 2870 208 
When fatyr, the true med'cine; is declin 10 A, 10292 
hat hope of cure can our corruptions find ; 
If the poet's end only to pleaſe mult be, 
Jugglers, rope · dancers, are as good : as ; he. 
Inſtruction is an honeſt poet's aim 
And not a large, or wide, but a good, 1 A 
But he has found, long fince, this would not do, 
And therefore thought to have deſerted vou. 
Poets, like wenches, value not abuſe 
- Thoſe keep the pit ſtill, theſe frequent the ſtews ; E 
Their former itch will, ſpite of all, perſuade, _ 
And both will fall again to their old trade. 


Our poet ſays, that ſome reſolve, in ſpite, © 

To damn, tho” good, whatever he ſhall write, 

He fears not ſuch as right or wrong oppoſe ; 

He ſwears, in ſenſe, his friends out-weigh fuch foes 2 1 
He cares not much whether he fink or ſwim, * 
He will not ſuffer But we ſhall for him. 


We then are your petitioners, to-day, 
Your charity for this crippled piece we pray: 
We're th' only loſers, if you damn the play. 
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ſe tin will pn. 
For ſolid dulneſs they muſt all defign; / Fuad ben < 


When wit won't ſell, and they ſhall loſe French, vine. 
And what can players hope for, in theſe days, * 7 9 £4 
When e'en the idle youth forſake our plays 2... en 3 ba 
The empty head, that never thought W pods. 171 
But on new faſhions, or à freſh. new. whore: 2 1 
Who, without us, no afternoon, could ſpend, | oat 


— 11 n 
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Nor ſhew himſelf, nor meet a ſecret friend; antes e 
Whom mounting from the pit we. us'd to ſee... . 
(For dangerous intrigues) to nen 1 9-725 adT 
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For news i now walks gravely up. 5058 down, hat; i" 
And every fop's a politician n. 5 FE 
Inſtead of — 8 


Fox! here's no company, let's to White-ball, 
Or to the Park; or, where is there a ball? 

What news! ha? you been at Weſtminſter, to-day 5 
How move the French ? What do the great ones ſaß? 
Thin gs go not well; we wiſh we know not what +> Tf 
But there are ſome can tell——we're ſure of that hs 
With politic ſhrug, and notable wiſe look,  * 

They cenſure councils, w who ne 'r read A book, 
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The eit, ah with his wife and hopeful "TEE EN 
Would come t' a merr 2 . wy d 


Others their ſhops rr e wares ne bY 
Ev'n bulks all day of tenants are bk. > 7 


| And when we iti © your own | 
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When, with our king reſtor d, i it firſt aroſe, _ | Ne” bi 
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With their wiſe heads the nation to prot 
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For news} ftilctäng and Hrtging —— 
coffee · houſe is MPd with ſubtle fi 
wiſely talk, and pelitielyſnioak, | - 
To them, right it i, ere, Ha bag 
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And come to us; we'll giveFou all 6 $43 £59 4818. 
Full theatres; ke overflowing Ny, Ty. brad '& Ja 115 5; - 


erity in this happy e. 
The nation's weather-gtais '#'pfay-houſe „ 10 


Shew peace and plen 


Fear not thafwelll offend you with much wit, 
This day we een eee, N i3%s 
And have a pla) for men of buͤſineſs fit: 
And though you cruelly flioul4 damn that n. 
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Hoy W have we, in the ſpace, of e one e poor age, 
Beheld the riſe and downfall of the ſlage ! 8 5 
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40 did each day . "Y old play expo ſe 4 ad 
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2 A TJ $ C5 4 5 * 1 ee 
| And then it fouriſhed : till, with manna *rd,  * 
For wholeſome be nauſee tram defir'd.” =o 


Then roſe the Whiffling {eribblers'6f ches dupa, * bn 
Who fince hay H to baty all thei _ 7 olg 
And had their iis fülf as Hume A alter al 
As Priam 55 they Wee er badge NN EN ? 5 N 
With what pfedtg jous fearcl 5 
Did the new aytho tae th ne 
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Infected by the Fren one you muſt k DATE 
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Which long, to 9 — 5 ladies « tut 
Soon after this came ranting Pans in, age tar oy 0. 
And none but plays upon the fret were feer has 
Such roarin g bombaſt ſtuff, which 8 Pruiſe, 
Tore our beſt actor i cut ſhort their ds. + 
Some in ſmall time po this diſtempe nper? itt; DW IO 
And had the ſavage authors gone 65 fill, — 
Fuſtian had been a new diſeaſe i th bill. | 
When time, which al things tries, had laid rhyme dead, 
The vile uſurper, fare , reign'd 1 in its ſtead. 
Then came machines, brought from a 1 h nation 7 
Oh, how we uteri under:decoration. | | ren St 
If all this ſtuff has not quite ſpoil'd your ws TT 
Pray let a comedy once more be grad, 41 4p 
Which does not monſters repreſent, but men, 12711 
Conformiing to the rules of maſter Ben,. 
Our author, ever Having hin in vier. 
At humble'diffine@'wotla Nis ſteps parts, Wer 
He to correct, and to inform, gk + DaAf<. 
If poets aim at nought But to delight, e 1 
Fidlers have to 3 equal right. wo 
rn row... aſs: Fits 5 3 
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Our poet. ach your ge TS; 5 51 
And now, ſome of bis works: your favour: find. 4 1 e 
He'll treat you fill 1255 ſomew hat that, is n Boxes Wha: . ct 9 een | 
. But whether gogd ar bad he leaves te * - 
3 15 Taw dry the niceſt ladies need nat. far s . 77 15 e 
The quickeſt fancy. mall extra none her re. 2 oath e wie 
We will not make em \ 
How much their bought red. differs from the 2 5 HR I 

No fop, no beau, ſhall 5 juſt excep! e 3 „ 
None but abandon d Fee offence In fal D i 


U 1189 5 "4 4543 noo? 
Sen knaves g be. induftrjoufly oltends Yi ' 4 


Gerte 9 rf 20 be 
be v ene 3 A 


10s # Rage r 18 1958 


For you, „Phe bring good-humour 9 the 7 Fi Po =” 
| 12 e'll do\ our e make you hugh, 4 F Sy 


WW = ea 92 o wow mw 


N 3 
FLA 8 


. 472 + „ JISS3% 5 
hg . | - : $#=4 +. +4 TY yet? 246 145 * ds To 497 r yy ; 36: bad £1 
18 Hic d „ _ "FJ 
1 1 rf wyt ate 11 k 

| : «*32% wa. 4 Att ws 18 259 OY 805 * þ 31 1181 118 8 45 5 N 
5 Pu a C 1 
LORE * * * * Py ante role ro 72 71 * 4 85 12 of 12 - tt *. bv N 

+ 2 4 | 

85 3 v R IT A Temes Beli cr A 
bt ae bh wr is { Sen 8 Fine 1 T i 0 
O what CES BW you comie raking! rad a0 1 


Who muſt at every turn new humour find; 1 $211 lin I 
Tho! the great maſters of the former age, Nl 
Had all the theice'vf, humour for the ſtage ey 
And they that plenteous harveſt reap'd ſo clean, 102 
Their ſucceſſors can little elſe but glewaeg. 1 1 
Frolick and Cockivoed yet were good. and new: 110 +þ 
And the Plain-dealer, and Sir Foplin you l e 
Have ſeen, and juſtly have applauded A 
Our author ſome new humour did produce, „„ 
75 But look not for an unexhauſted cruces b | * 


nk 


8 An A, D v. n 

| r 

The taſk each day roms harder than 5 
For as good poets have brought forth gres 


80 fellows of nd genius, with much'toil, * + 


Still ſweat for 1 which they always ſpoil: +; vas } 


And by their hints good comic pens prevent, 
As whelps, ſtaunch hounds, by foiling of the . 
Thoſe wretched pozritos, who got praiſe . 

For writing moſt confounded loyal plays, 

With viler coarſer jeſts than at Bear Garden, 

And filly Grubſtreet ſongs worſe Thus Tom: Farthing, 
If any noble patriot did excel, 0 0-7 

His own and country's. rights def nding well, 

' Theſe yelping currs were ſtrait loo'd on to bark, 


On the deſerving man to ſet a max. 


Theſe abject, fawning paraſites and Rang 

Since they were ſuch, would have all others flaves. 

_ *'Twas precious loyalty that was thought fit, 
T attone for want of honeſty and wit. 

No wonder common - ſenſe was all ery'd down, 


And noiſe and nonſenſe ſwagger'd through the town. py 


Our author then oppreſt, would have you know it, 


Was filenc'd for a non-conformiſt poet: 

In thoſe hard times ] e bore the utmoſt teſt, 
And now he fears he's loyal as the beſt. 1 55 
Now, Sirs, ſince common - ſenſe has won the day, 


Be kind to this, as to his laſt year 's play. 2 | : * 


His friends ſtood firmly to him when diſtreſs'd ;_ 
He hopes their number is not now decreas d. 
He found eſteem, from thoſe. he valued moſt ; | 
Proud of his friends, he of his foes, could ad. 8 3 


To all you Bury ſparks, he bid me. ſay, on 2 m 


That every part is fiction ! in his play: 
Q 3 
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3 ebe eee not one in all your t un. „ 
Ik̃k any has ſo very little wit, 25 1 hoe 
} To think a fop's dreſs can his perſon, 3 
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TEAGUE, » 


is of our author* 8 Fecal f friends will 1 f 
That the whole audience i is trepann'd, age 
And for a new, ial find a damn'd old, play. 
He on a Spaniſh plot once writ before, 
. And ſome the prieſt with great impatience bore ; 3 
But tho' the party took it much amiſs, N 
They had not the good breeding then to hiſs, e Obs Os * 
Y Our own Sir Roger on the ſtage appears, © 
And why ſhould not a fooliſh prieſt of Gin Ore A. 
On that foundation then he built, 'tis true: 
But, like Dra#?'s ſhip, *tis ſo repair'd, tis new god of... | 
Newer than his cotemporaries ſhow, ö 
Who all to novels or romances owe'; 
And from whoſe native ſprings gle eber did flow, 
Nor ſhould you him of barrenneſs accuſe, Wn 
Who grac'd the thefts of any other Muſe, 


* 


wr . 
Nor tie him up alone to new 3 $ 
And if to want of wit tis no pretenſion 
To loſe, he's ſure tis none to gain, the penſion. _ 
But hold; my bufineſs now is to declare 
— Againſt Bear-garden Riſſers open war? 
He dat is after hihing in this plan, „ 
P11 ſhing Lilli-burlero in his fab. .. 5 
Not the brave Wolſey can do more in quelling g 
Thoſe nimble Teague with men of ee | 
Than 1 ſubduing theſe; for at the head” » 7 
of our brave party, I will look them dead. 
But to prevent much brutal hiſd and amp, Maw of 
Send out the fierceſt champion of your camp: 8 110 
Let me the proudeft of the hiflers fe, 
V1t make him know he is no mateh for me 
Soon ſhall the liſts your doughty warrior quit, of 
Taught, by my Angle courage to ſübmit⸗ 18 . 
Lou might have better words, wete it not plain, 
The gentleſt uſage of you is but inn: 10nd 
Een take your courſe, our poet bid me tay, G36 
If all of you be ſuch dull fools, to paß, 15 e 
For being diſpteas'd, come and hifs, every day. 
If good the play, your hiſſes will be vain; 
If bad, no claps its weakneſs can fuſtain. 
If this be loſt, he's not of all bereft, 
He hopes he Kit” ſhall have ſorne credit left: 
He s ſure by this his friends. he ſhall not loſe, 
And keeping them, he « cares not for his foes, 
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How mall we bear the lewdagk of this play 5 bs 1 


| The author begs the title may not fright, #52 
Of what he dogs to yirtuous ladies write. 
Others thro? guilt may bluſh, or rage look PR: | 
And, as they us d, maliciguſly may! rail, 1 r 
Tho' he expoles vice, the play's fo den, 2 
The niceſt {ball not tax it for obſcene CER 
Though ſome have been ſo tickliſh i in the mind, | 3 
They cquld find bawdy which he ne'er defign'd, 8 
Nor can he think he gave the leaſt TAK 505 
Wanting their vigour of imagination, 
But they their ends had in ſuch falſe report, „ 
And frighten'd whom he moſt would pleaſe, the court, 
To you h appeals, the witty, fair, and good. 
Whoſe ſovereign pow r can never be withitood ; 3 
To all the audience he | bid me fay, .. hy 3 ke 
He of the. .gout lay in, and of this play j „ 
Not long continu'd his poetic fit, 1 aide wy „ 


The other grief | he cannot part with yet; 1 _ ILY 


But give him eaſe, ang let who will have vit, 4 = 4 
Your kind indulgence ſure he wig on to gain, 
Mho for your pleaſure an be a of pan 3 7 

1 | Oo. : You 
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' They would, like 


And hou'd n not Jas Hit in his lattet 
Though loyal writers of the laft 

Who tir'd their pens for popery and: ate, 
Grumble at the reward of all hie panss 
ne, the benefit enjoy,” * 
of what they vilely tabour'd to | 
They ery him down, as for his place unt, 


Since they have all the roar a and the wit 3 


Till they have ſhewn you more 3 
Of natural, unſtolbn 8 
By you at leaſt he ſhould protected beer. 
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Till then may he that mark of bounty hve, 
Which his renown'd and royal maſter gave ; 
Who loves a ſubject and contemns a ſlave: 
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Our pou; 3 by you, Sirs, dept 


Whom heav'n, in ſpite of belliſn plots, ackgn'd. 
To bumpie e "nn exalt manki d 


„ 
7 Lb 1 $207 
by 3 7 * ” * 
* * "y - *. — 
* 
* 
K - 
7 " * ” 
5% * i Þ LA : — 4 e 
3 * * 
* * 
4 * 
9 i 7 4 
* . 
i 4 
* * 
* 
a 


Vs "= y "LY Ay F ; * 1 
1 A * 2 
i ; 
PROLOGUE ro 
* 5 4 * 4 > # i * * N F % 


LY 7 * 2 * * * 
EY * 
% 
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All rule, contemns the witty and the wiſe: 


And to the high and mighty fops/Par . 
With his addreſs and humble compliment. 
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The fop in them Ja mpch. the pleaſant'ft part. kes 1 
Bleſt thoughtleſs men! all others you've run dow n, 


Our poet yields to your moſt ſov'reign Away, 5 : A S 
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Oh, fop ! the happieſt of all damen kd 
In all the empty corners of his mind, 


Not one ill thought, he of himſelf] can 554. 
The wiſe have anxious and harre "99d $. 45 
In men of wit is mela 
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ut you eee, the TY 

Not but that ſome of \you;are witty too. 
And more tranſcendent. fops for being ſo: 3 
Let wiſeſt men ſpeak; freely from the heart, 


And now before ye carry all the town : 

Who is ſo pert, ſo witty, at a play? 

In town ſo briſk, and at the court ſo gay? 
Who in the city grow moſt rich, and thrive? 

In town, who on their wits, like fops, can live ? 
Who can ſo ſoorr into preferment Jump? * 
For whatſoc'er the game is, fop is tramp,” 
But above all, wh6-have the fineſt parts, 


| With ladies ? Who, like them, can charm their hed? 
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As well the wit, as the dull edmtiion „ 
Though not much learn'd, T have} philoſophy. 1 8 
Enough, to teach me ftis in Vain to, ery; e e 
Sad thoughts then in our : aut or's s grave Aber, 1 — 
And mine the work | in hand: to mals you merry 5 N 
So ſhall I to his genjus give 3 juſt due, eee 
And pleaſure what fill 1 8 to \pleaſu are yo you: 4 3 EEE 
I mean all you that can good. fatire bear, 3 3 
Let the reſt look grum, wake "mouths, and ES fear, 
We by the hiſs ſhall ſoon know who is hit, 

Nor can that noiſe offend the men of wit; 

There ſtill muſt be ſome fools in a full pit: 


Among ſo many judges met, to-day, 5 TY | | ö c 


The bullion ſenſe wou'd break in the aſſay, 

Were there not ſome groſs metal to allay. 

Ho many *ſquires could I this inſtant ſhew, 
Well pleas'd to ſee our author” s head laid low! | 
1 dare ſay 1 ſee EDN in one TOW. | 
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1 Tu honeſt rakebe// ant get drunk, ee 1 

| Break windows, ſcow'r the watch, bully nor roat :: 
But freight a character ſhall plague him fort: 
Rot him! I'm glad he's dead with all my heart. 

A man may now get ſomething by the age, 
Without being laugh'd at for't upon the ſtage, 

Mon Dieu ! ties "Miſe, as Tight as ever-twang'd, 

Theſe rhyming ſatire rogues ſhonld all be i 
Ihe by law, a'proteſtant true bine, OE 7 
All taxes pay, and am to church io true, "AY 
I make my aflignatjons i in a pew, 

From crimes like theſe to make an audience laugh, . 
Who vices dare 5 —— both kinds are gh 
For th? poet, mate— —by proxy does, today, "i 

Entreat you all to guard his orphan play; __ 

His facred boon above we hope he Il have, * 
His wit below, his friends he hopes will ſave, 
1 F of gone : but devils damn beyond the . 
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Firſt, you who ſcribble, yet hate all that 1 50 ee 
And keep each other chmpany in ſpite, A Weea is A 
As rivals in your eommon miſtreſi, Fame.. 
And wich faint praiſes one another dnn? „. M 
'Tis a good play (we 'knaw), you can't forgive, 21 28 211 
But grudge yourſelves the pleaſure Jour receiye e Fra 
Our ſcribbler therefore bluntly bid me fen,, 1. 
He wou'd not have the wits pleas d here, to-day, "Fe bug 
Next, you, the fine, loud gentlemen, o ch, pit, don at. 
who damn all plays f yet, if y. ave any wit, K 
- 'Tis but what here you ſpunges and daily, get. 8 188 a: 
Poets, like friends, to whom you are in debt, 4 
' You hate; and fo. rooks laugh, to ſee undoge 5 Z a Tn 
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Well, you are ſparks, and till will be 12 th” faſhion 5. ; 3 
Rail then at plays, to hide your obligation. 3 1 
Now, you ſhrewd judges, who, the boxes Way, ES 
Leading the ladies“ hearts and ſenſe aſtra , 


And, for their ſakes, ſee all, and hear no play ; 
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The dreſs and breeding of the play niger mind. 
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Yowll hate it here, as in a dedication. © f | 
And your fair neighbgyrs, 3 in "# mnjng poet,” 


Noc more than in a painter, will allow it. 
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But though our Baz##battles oft Tu bought, 
And with bruis'd knittkles their des deaf, LINE 


Nay, never yet fear d adus upon the ſtag ec, 
In prologue dare not hector wich the Age; woc gi Rc 


But wou'd take quarter from your ſaving dt, 15 ene 
Though Baye? within all yielding deb eee id 
Says you confed'rate wits no quarter gr, 
Therefore his play f han” t aſk; your leave to the . an 
Well, let the vain raſh fop, by buffing ſo, In 


Think to obtain the better terms of vou; 55 is . 


But we, the actors, humbly will ſubmit, 1 
Now, and at any time, to a full pit; | 4 15 
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Om: acthe (like us) finding twould ſence & 
At t' other end of the town, is come eee 2 A 
And fine tis his laſt trial, bas that wit 
To'throw- himſelf on a ſubſtantial pit. oy Marr Bd 
Where needy wit, or critic dar e not dome, n _ 


Shou'd prove a dun; „„ 


Where punk i in vizor dare not. rant and tear, | F |. | 5 
To put us out, ſince Bridewell i is ſo near; EDN BIO, 
In ſhort, we ſhall be heard, be underſtood, ' rv TOY 
If not, ſhall be admired, and that's as good S 5 ; 1 


For you to ſenſeleſs plays have Kill been kind 5 


Nay, where no ſenſe was, you a jeſt wou'd find ; if | 
And never was it heard of that the ro * 2:47, 5p 208 


Upon dull poet, or ſtiff player's action, "In ee 
But ſtill with claps — the hiſſing faction. 
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All thoſb chat comè to make and ſee him hahg; 

Wills the damn'd poet {though he knows ny ou 
To greet you, &er' his ec „An. 
Not having fear of exitie fore his eyes, n e 

But ſtill rejecting wholeſome, good advice ; 

He e'en is come to ſuffer here, to-day, 

For counterfeiting (as you judge) a play; 

| Which is againſt dread Phebus higheſt treaſon, 

Damn'd damning judges, therefore you have reaſon ; 

You he does mean, who for the ſelf ſame fault, 

That damning privilege of yours have bought; 

So the huge bankers when they needs muſt fail, 

Send the ſmall brothers of their 12 to gaol ; ©. 
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And firit profeſſors live of raillery, e 
' Defying porter's lodge, or pillory : | Oe Ba 
For thoſe who yet write on, our poet's fate, ha 
Should as co-ſufferers cammilerate.; + 
But he in vain their pity n now would crave. 3 
Who for tHenife}ves, alas? no pity have, © 
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Mongſt us by your ſeverity unden: 
Though we, alas! to oblige ye have done as" 

And bought ye pleaſures at our own ſad coſt ; 

Yet all our beſt endeayours have been loſt, 

So oft a ſtateſman lab'ring to be good, x 

His honeſty's for treaſon underſtood : - 

Whilſt ſome falſe, flattering minion of the court, 

Shall play the traitor, and be honour'd for't. 5 4 
To you, known judges of what's ſeuſe and vi 

Our author ſwears he gladly will ſubmit: # 
But there's a ſort of things infeſt the pit, 
That will be witty ſpite of nature too, 

And to be thought ſo, W ant ge e | 
Hither ſometimes thoſe would · be · wits repair, 

In queſt of you ; where if you not appear, 4 
Crys one—Pugh ! Danin me what do we do here EE 
Streight up he-ſtarts, his garniture then puts 
In order, ſo he cocks, and out he ſtruts, ds a 
To thꝰ coffee · houſe, where he about him looks: 5 
8 piey friend, cries, Fack=T've been to-night at th? . 
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The filly rogues are all undone. my dear, 


I gad! not one of ſenſe that I ſaw there. 2 
Thus to himſelf he'd reputation gather 5 
Of wit, and good acquaintance! but has neither, 
Wit has indeed a ſtranger been, of late, 
Mongſt its pretenders nought iv ſtrange as that. 
Both houſes too, too long a faſt have known, 
That coatſeſt'nohſenſe goes moſt glibly dowh. 
Thus though this trifler never wrote before, 


Yet faith he ventur d on the.common. ſcore Tk 'S 73 
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He doubted much, and long n une, nnd 5 
He knew the fame and memory of kings, 
Were to be treated of as ſacred things. 
Not as they 'ce repreſented i Mufin ß 
Where they appear the lumber of the "apy 1 
Us'd only juſt for reconciling tools, is nee 
Or what is orſe, made villains all, or foals? 1 ne 3 
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Till this his judgment ſafeſt underſtood, 
To make em both heroic as he cou'd; | 
But now the greateſt ſtop was yet unpaſt, 
He found himſelf, alas ! confin'd too faſt. 
He is'a man of pleature, Sirs, Ark you, 291 T 
And therefore hardly could to bufineſs bow, . 1 
Till at the laſt he did this conqueſt get, 41.1) N 
To make his pleaſure whetfts 6: his wit, +7 bags 7 8 
So ſometimes for variety he worit· 29. dif satt agg wh 
But as thoſe blockheads'witsdifeourſe by rote; 7 
Sometimes ſpeak: ſenſe although they rarely:know”t 2! c:.\ 
So he ſcarce knew to what his work would: le rd 
But *twas a play, becauſe it would he ſo : ba, 
Yet well he knows this — 2 F197 143: v8 
For idleneſs is the worſt want-of ſenſe 
Let him not now of careleflneſs;be.tax'd, '/ Ao river bn A 
He'll write in TIN when he writes the dert 1 
Mean while: ² 
Prune. his ſuperfluous hea ions e, 4113 101 3 
Yet do it kindly, be not tòo ſevere 3+ 51 47 oligo bog! 
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(FALLANTS, our author met me 


Aud begg'd that I'd ſay! fonething for his ova P to 


\ You waggs, that judge by vote, and damm by rule, 
Taking your meaſures from ſonde neighbour 1 72 
Who has impudence, a coxcdmb!s. uſeful tool: e 


That always are ſevere, you know not hy, of D #99 = 


And would be thought great eritica, by. _—_ oÞ 

With very much ilknature,/and no wit. 
Juſt as you Are, we kumblybeg'you'd fit, F #1: a | 
And with your filly ſelves divert the pit. WOT FONT SELGTE 55 
You men of ſenſe, who heretofore allo e 


Our author's follies, make him, ance more, proud. ava 
But for the youths that newly are come from Frau, 
Whoſe heads want ſenſe, though heels abound mh | 


Our author to their: judgment: won't ſub wit. Nan 
But ſwears, that they, who ſo infeſt the pit, 
With their own follies, ne'er can judge of wit. 


ow bene he AP favour would implore ; 


125 the Boxes. 
And, fair ones, pray oblige him, on my ſcore ; 
Confine his foes, the fops, within their rules; 


For, ladies, you know how to manage fools, 
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Hows uttodanrerant at wes 
That ſtrives to pleaſe in this. taſtic age ! 
It is a thing ſo difficult to hit, 
That hei > Hof Mit Wik, 66 a0 t by wht 3” © © 
Therefore our author bid me. plainly ſay, .- 
You muſt not loo for any in his play. © ' 7! 280 
I th' next place, Jadies,there's' n bawdy int, 
No, not ſo much a8 one ach- meaning line; 
Nay more, twas written every word, he „„ 
On ſtricteſt vigils, and on faſting das, 87 Fre | ak 1434 4 
When he his fleſ to penarice-did enzoin, | - 1 tans 
Nay, took ſuch cate! comarki hae ads, 
He diſciplin'd himſelf, at every line./ 1, 
Then, me helena. $114: 4158 
. him ld kb fans 5 
And poets have ſo very few of thoſe, - 
They'd vpn make cur hats en e n. 
Who'd be a poet ? Parents all beware, 7.73 A 
Cheriſh and edupate-your ſons with care; 125 - 12 
Breed em to wholeſome law, or or give em trades, 
Let em not follow th muſes, they are * > oF 
How many very hopefub-riſing cits 7 70 
Have we of late known: ſpail'd, by — 2 5 
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q Than on the bank-fide butchers do a . A. 

5 Faith, Sirs, be kind, finee now his time is be, Yet 
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1 Bear the hard fate of our abandon d ſtage; — * E 

i With grief, we ſee, you raviſl'd from aur arms, a0 \ 

N ( | And curſe the Subbed eee 0 nad / 

1 Curſe your: falſt hearts, for none ſo: webs: cit = 

| fn curſe the eyes that ſtole thoſe haarta aw yen: 

| Remember, faithleſs/friends, there was a timo, 1 | 
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When to our arms with eager· joysiye few, 20 ſs . 
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As cer was nymplrof ours. to ane of un: 
But a more pow'rful * ſaint enjoys ye know IF ci | 
Fraught with ſweet ſins and nme t my* ban 
To her are all your pious vows addreſt: . 
Bhe's both your love's; and your religion =Y 
The faireſt prelate of her AS 
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Yet 'twas unkindly done to leave us ſo: | 
Firſt to betray with 10%, and then undo, N 

A horrid crime y* are all addicted co. 4 

Too ſoon, alas! your appetites are cloy' d, 
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Deſerted thug by futh. ungrateful x de ated oil co 
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To me the caufe Ke, "cathy eee Eto, 
For poets are more plehty, tan Wb dd g 
Who, like baſe fign:- poſt daubers 's, wanting nun. 2 > 
Steal from great maſtetb“ hands, and copy . Wan 


us, if by chance, Befbre in noble feaſt 55 ng 


If gen'rous wit, to whit and fit your ale. . 
Some poignar 1 3 in 1 -profo gue rife, 
ch — — . ae led aarrF} 
And ever after ville ye downright fo... 
"Theſe marks deſcribe bim.— - 


Writing by rote ; ſmall wit, or none to _ ; 
Jingle and chime's his ſtudy, toil and care: 


He always in one line upbraids | the age; 
And a good reaſon why ; it rhymes to ſtage. 


With wit and pit he keeps a hideous pother ; 


Sure to be damn'd by one, for want of t'other : 


But if, by chance, he gets the French word raillerie, 
Lord, how he frgues the vizor-maſques with gallery ! 
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To come in two great planets lately join; d. 77 
From our two houſes joining, moſt will hand | 
Vaſt deluges of dulneſs were Toretokd, vat» 
allads;now:bei borne awry; = WED 
By tides of duller medrigabthan they; © 5 
Jockeys and Jennys e airs, .. rib Shed! 71 
While! y Thelpis chaunts, at at co 7 fais, Eoold e 
Politic ditties, full of ſage debate, 7 5 OP A 7 ww ct; 
And nierry catches how. to rule the | A ett Hi; Ps 
Vicars neglect their Hocke, to turn tranflators,.;.. mn IV 
And barley-water whey-fac'd beaus write Satin j 
Tho? none can gueſs to which moſt add bobs: + 5 
To the learn'd verſions, -ANQALS,. or eee e N 85 
For all things now by contraries ſucceed ; ... 8 FS 1 Luk 
Of wit or virtue there's no longer need - fo 1's bo 
Beauty ſubmits to him, who. loudeſt Mt + 70 a r 
She fears the ſaucy, fop, and ke preyails,.. . 1 
who for his beſt preferment would deriſe, 805 So 
Let him renounce all honeſty, and ric. ola : 7 li * 
Villains and paraſites ſucceſs will eim 1-17 5, 2H 
But in the court of Wit ſhall — 70 10849 20 
No: let th* angry '{quire give his lambict's vets 2 20 H 
Twirl e 9 A 
Fhuymeſters get wit e er they pretend to ſhow: 1 my 
Nor think a game at crambos ra ic 55 
Elſe is our author hopeleſs of ſueceſa : W 
But then his ſtudy ſhall be next dais; mY rr ery $ref 
He'll find out ways to your applauſe more eaſy; 
That is, write worſe and worſe, dill he can pleaſe xp. 
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When we had fear'd the] years we k 650 306 a wk 0 
N witneſſes beg! K to Ute 6 rb FOES een. wx an * 
What 3 SEE edel Weg fury Lis Bin 
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| $ For there's Ar £0 ae ; ba Las 
But ' tis, he ſays, to reaſon plain and kene; 3 ” 
And that he thinks à Plaufible defence. 85 
Were truth by ſenſt aht feaſon't to be ed, | 9 

Sure all our ſweareld Hülght be laid alide. NI l 505 
No; of ſuch toölt öür author”! has no RE 5 
To make his plot. or make his play, Ricoeed K 
He of black bills Has no prodigious tales, 
Nor Spaniſh pilgriths caft aſhofein'Wales's © 
| Here s not une murder'd lagiſtrate, t leaſt, 1 22% 8 
Kept ran like vemſbn; for a eity feaſt, FF 

0 Grown four days ſtiffp the better to p Peepare Nee 
And fit his pliant imb to ride in cha oooh Tal 
Vet here's an army xais d, tho! underground, 


But no man ſeen, nor one commiſſion yd oh 0 
Here is a traitor too, that's very old, Bun 1 a8 
Turbulent, ſubtle, —— ee tene 1% . $6686 
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Bloody, Fvengeful, and to crown — i quod T 

| Loves fumbling with awench with all his heart: 
fill, after having many changes paſt,, 1540 »1{ 197 
In ſpite of age (thanks t. heav n) is hang d at laſt; 
Next is a ſenator, that keeps a whore A. 1270 
In Venice none a higher office bor qs 

To bade Ge CES G 29590 ** _ 
Match him at Mother Creſwell's, if you can 
O Poland ! Poland ! had it been thy lat,c, 
T' have heard in timę of this Venetiam plot, 

Thou ſurely choſen hadſt one king fromutheneey , ne 
And honour'd them, 11 Rane Se tnc. « 198 
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Ta you, _ hate in this writing age, 
The ſons of wit, and patrons of the ſtage, 

With all thoſe humble thoughts, which fill have bo be ; 
His pride, much doubting, trembling and afraid, 
Of what is to his want of merit due, + ;.- 
And aw'd by every excellence in you, 
The author ſends to beg you will be kind, 
And ſpare thoſe many faults you needs muſt find, 
You, to whom wit a common foe is grown, 

The thing ye ſcorn and publicly diſown. 
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0 For he ne er call'd ye yet inſipid tools j i e | 
Nor wrote one line to tell ye-you were bn. 1 e 
But fays of wit ye have ſo large à ſtore, Tp 


And happineſs again begins to dawn; 
Since back with joy and triumph he is come, 


That always drew fears hence, ne'er brought em home 


For then freſh laurels flouriſh'd-on. his brow m /) 


Embrace, the _bleflings which he. — + 8 
Such quiet as your foes ſhall ne'er deſtroy ; 1 
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He fa zone e ought to be his _ 


v5 $1, : 


$0 very much you never will. Mie, 18891 
He ne'er with libel treated. yet the town, 4 9 8 ch 
The names of honeſt dia waitin... 

Nay, never ance lampoon d the harmleſs e 

Of ſuburb virgin, or of city wife. l 
Satire's th' eſſect of poetry's diſeaſe, 5.287 berg 3 >" 1 
Which, ber of a lend age, be vents for eaſe, 0 
But now. her only ſtrife ſhould be to pleaſe ; 
Since of ill fate the baneful clouds ien, 


Oft has he plough'd the boiſt rous ocean o er, 
Yet neꝰ er more welcome to the longing ſhore, 
Not when he brought home viRtories before. 


And he comes crown'd with olive-branches DOW-$: 544 
Receive him—Oh, receive him as his friends ; 4 
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Theirs may BCA. oo Ming 975 our 


Some weak amends this thin town might «ord, | eee | 
If honeſt gentlemen woyld keep their word. 5 EY 
But your lewd Tuabridge-ſcandal that was. moving, 5 


Foretold how ſad a time would come for loving. , 8 f Fg 
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Sad time, indeed, when you begin to write: F 
"Tis a ſhrewd fign of wanting appetite, 
When you forget youſelves, to think of wit. 
Whilſt thus your itch is only to beſpatter, —- | 
Your Cupid is transform'd into a fatyr : | | 
Nothing of man about you, all o'er beaſt ; 
Submitting your chief pleaſure to your jeſt. . 
The time will come (for /reland falls of courſe, 
And muſt ſend back her conquerors, and ours) 
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When each of us, our loſſes to wee rt, 
Will mend her fortune in a ſoldier lover: 
They Il uſe us better much, than you have dane, 
Take us in, paſſing, like Ae " 
And plunder, do their buſineſs, and begone. 
Or if, at leiſure, they kneel down to woo, 5 
They'll rather make us w——=; than call us for „ 
Not ſend a whiſp ring libel chro?.the towny. + - 
To blab the | out, before tis one: 

And maul the ladies only in lampen- 
But if they write in a ſententious ſtrain, 0 
Two lines conclude the travels of their pen; © 
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One, only to know, Where, and t other When. 
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Then I might a& 3 it, on and off, 29 8 mY act 
When once the child was turn'd into 1 teens, i 
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G n dens, er e cheer: 

If you have brought your Znglifſtomachs here, 
We'll treat you, as the French ſay, chere entiere. 

And what we want of humour, or of wit, 

Make up with your ſhe-neighbours in the pit ; 

For on the ſtage whate'er we do, or ſay, - : 

The vizard maſks can find you better play 

with all our pains, we can büt bring em l 

'Tis you muſt take the damſels out again 

And when we've- brought. you kindly. thus abe, 

Tis your fault if ie ene eee 

We hope theſe natural reaſons may e 

In every whoremaſter, a kind excuſe eh PEG 

For all our faults, the poet's, and the = BA 8 at 

You'll pardon ours, As . 

WY [To the — 


3 


But to the gentler men, who love at fight, 
And never care to come to cloſer fight,  _ 
We have provided work for them to-night. 
With ſafety they may draw their.cannon dawn, 
And into a ſurrender, bomb the town. 
From both fide-boxes play their batteries; 3 


And not a bullet ſhot, but burning eyes : A 
: Vow I. 8 e 


= be, ,%hee 


; +: Thoſe they diſcharge with ſuch ſucceſsful arte, 
They fire, three deep, into the ladies“ Dee 
Since each man herE finds hi- "i, 8 
Let not the damning of our play be ene. . 
But to the ladies, who muſt fit it out, . F. 
To hear us prate, ait ft 3 e 
Begging their favour, we have this to ſay, 

In hopes of their protection for n. 
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Tur A bai ber e a, 
Should make it it their whole Tidy how to * 
And that's a thing our àuther fam word de A F 
But wiſer men than be; fut tell Him How + N 
For you're fo changeable, chat every] moon 
Some upſtart whirhfy Ike HAS f been Gow A 4.9107 
Sometimes bluff heroes pleaſe by dint of arms: _ 
And ſometimes tender houferiſt Hav ith clinns; 
Now love, and honour, Mit bun vert: þ 7-17 1,808 
Then, at one leap, you akk ate furdee 1 
Like true fanatics, never long ebntent 5285 gt. 0 
With any ſettled forrii of government put e oni bags 5 
Eager in choice, as eager EE 5 9 75 | 
Tout firſt blaſpheme tfle god of your — 
4 1 
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8 S bhr̃nαν⁰ 
Let poets hencefortls IR ande 3 
And take ſome ng: 8 
No more frequent | their Am d Parnafſe? big ; | 
Unleſs it be.to place their teleſcopes : 
For ſuch av hope to merit your eſteem, 
Muſt quit their Horace, and erect 3 ſcheme, _ 
Thus they may find a way to pleaſe the pit, 
rovitled they inſure their plays from wit. 1 
Our aurhor this way e doubtfuf of ſucceſs, _ ONS 5 x 
(For ſome men haye 0 s, as Lilly 99% „535 
Himſelf and play, upvh the boxes throws, = 5 | 255 
From perfect beauties, to imperfect beaus. 1 JE : | 
: To you, fair Sirs (for I muſt call you ſo, VS 
Since art, in ſpite of nature, makes a beau) 
Who in ſide- box, in ſeeming judgment Ned 
Like barroti-tell-clocks to attend the pie; oo 
In all humility he does fubmit. . . 
Not that he needs to daubt you for hiaplay : 
| We know, your” courage lies another Way. 
8 Nor will he court you, like ſome ſervil | 
Who flatter you as much as you y wr, 
Let them proclaim the conqueſt, of your looks; ; 
That bug bear word hall never burn his books. 
Lou, ladies, he adores, and owns your charms, 
More powerful, than the greateſt monarch” arms. 
Hopes the kind heay'ns will all your wiſhes grant, 
| Whether they be for kiband, or gallan n 
Nay Bay a N Welbs, eh, if both you want. 5 


'Let him write «well, or ill, tis "Ul the lame; Ne 3 
For critics now-a-days, 1 li Hacks of th thee Gag 
Al follow, when the firſt, has made the leap. _ > 
And, do you juſtice, moſt are well inclin d 
To cenſure faults 3j you know not how to find : FN 
Some cavil at the ſale, and ſome the actors, ; 
For right or wrong, we Paſs for malefaQtors, —_ 
Some well-bred perſons carp at the decorum, 4 
As if they bore the drawing g-room before em. 
Sometimes your ſoft reſpectful ſpark diſcovers, 
Our ladies are toq coming to their Iovers; 3 
For they who till purſue, but neꝰer enjoy, 5 
In every caſe expect a fiege of Trey. : = ; 
There are ſome others too who offer battle, > TR 
And with their time, and place, maul Alen. 14 
Aſk what they mean, and after ſome grimace, 1 % 
They tell you, twelve's the time; and for the place, 3 
The chocolate-houſe, at the looking-glaſs. Mp. 7 N 
To pleaſe ſuch judges, ſome have tir'd their brains, ot 4, 
And almoſt had their labour for their pains: 
After a twelve month vainly ſpent in , 5 Ro 98 x 
Theſe mettled critics cry, *tis good for nothing ; 1s | 
But wiſer authors turn their plots upon you, 
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Strive by themſelves, and their confederates „ 
The war at firſt is made with aukward 1 


And ſoldiers clumfily each other kill, 


Till time at length their untau ght fury tames, 5 7e ooh 


And into rules their heedleſs rage reclaims: 
Then every ſcience by degrees is made 
Subſervient to the man- deſtroying car 
Wit, wiſdom, reailng,/ gbſrration, art;;.. . | 
A well-turn'd head to guid 
$0 it may prove with our contending ſages, 

If you will kindly but ſupply their wa ges : 

Which you with eaſe may furniſh, by retrenching 
Your ſuperflyities of 1 vine and wenchin 3 


Who'd grudge to ſpare from riot and hard drinking 


To lay i it out on means to mend his thinking? 
To follow ſuch advice you ſhou'd have leiſure, 


Since what refings your ſenſe, refines your- abs : 


Women grown tame by uſe each fool can ok 
But cuckolds all are made by men of wit. 

To virgin favours fools have no pretence :, 
For maidenheads were made for men of fab... 
*Tis not enough. to have a horſe well beds; 
To _e his mettle, he muſt be well fed: 

IV 8 3 


a generous heart. 
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Nor is it Wi in provender and breed, 
[SEK try'd and ſtrain'd, to meh Ns Yer 
* A favour'd poet, like aqpamper d horſe, 1 
Will firain his eye- balls out to win the courſe. 
| 5 
Do you but in your wiſdomis ; vote it t | 
70 yield due ſuccours to this war of wit, 22 f 
{he von wi moi grace Thall tread the age,” 28 
,ove e figh i in e e Heroes lefs e 2 c 
= And comedy tall laugh your fops to mY ee hg 
And ſoar in ferch r ancient Ghee, and Roms, | nf ne 
And fince the nation's in the conquering fit, 995 cl 
As you by arms, well vanquiſh Fyance in wit 1 
The work were over, coud our poets write 1 V 
With half the ſpirit that our ſoldiers fight, 
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On bard veſdhd to dun mn wicked n, :i e 

And all poetie offices lay down:; 10129803 
But tlie weak brother was drawn in again, ee 
And a caſt. mĩſtrefs tempted him to fin, 

Thus many a cautidus galant in this threng, 

May wed, when old, whom he debauch'd when youlig. © 
Thus the repetiting fair ones vow in vain ; | 
From cards, from Nove, from ſcandal to refrain; 

s For, 4 oa oyer, they - . ? 
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Fo write well's hard, but 1 appeal 20 . 
_ Ir)t not muchiharder not to.write at all? 

Some menial write, for writings dir ils, 

| And evi poet's ſyre one man. to pleaſe, _ 

Some meddling coxcombs. rather than fit fü, 

And perfectly do nothing, muſt do ill. 

Some are with buſy dulneſs ſo Oer run, 

They ſeem defign'd by heay'a to teaſe the town. 


Yet when theſe fools have ſpawn'd ſome fickly play, 


We have ſo.many greater fgols thau they, 
They'll pack a crowgeg audience the third day. 
This poet has no Ny inveigling —_. 

He Il try to gain, but he H not fled! your hearts. 
His muſs is ruſtic, and perhaps too plain, 85 
The men of ſqueamiſh taſtes to entertain : : oy 
Who none but dutcheſſes will deign to to, 

And favours only from front-boxes boaſt. ' 
That's all grimace : When appetites are good, 

Be the dreſs coarſe, the air and manners rude,” 

You can take up with wholeſome fleſh bleed. 
But he deſpairs of pleafing all che nation, s 
"Tis ſo debauched with whims of reformation. 
He's done his beſt : here is no wanton ſcene” 

To give the wicked Joy, the golly, ſpleen. 

Not one poor bawdy jeſt thall dare appear; 

For now the battef d, veteran ftrumpets, here 
Pretend at leaſt to bring a modeſt ear, 
Here is ſome love, tis true, ſome noiſe, ſome war, 
Enough to pleaſe the 3Hler, the beauæ to fſeare. 
Some buſtling patriots-too, ſome rabble rout, 
And ſenators of the weak fide thrown e out.: 
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1 2 But in all this; ; hero's nothing can 0 
Nothing to loſe one ancient midnig 
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Old chiefs, reflecting on their former deeds, © : 
Diſdain to ruſt with batter'd invalids ; 5 6 5 
But active in the foremoſt ranks appear, 8 . e 
And leave youn 8 ſmock-fac'd beaus to guard the Tear, 1 | 
So, to repel the Vandals of the ſtage, V 8 
| Our vet'ran bard reſumes, his. tragic rage i 1 . | 3 : | | — 
| He throws the gauntlet Ou us d to W „ 
And calls for Engliſhmen to judge the field: | g | ol 
iN Thus arm'd to reſcue nature from diſgrace, Is 1 3 
| RS Maſteurs / lay down your minſtrells, and grimace: : 3 a — 
j The brawnieſt youths of Trey the combat. er e > 
i! When old Entellus in the liſts: appear'd. -. 3 
Vet what avails the champion s giant bas: -. 
When pigmies are made umpires of the prize * 
Your fathers (men of ſenſe, and honeſt bowlers) 
Diſdain'd the mummery of foreign ſtrollers: 
By their examples wou d you form. your taſte, 
The 199 age might e the „ 5 1 
„„ os + 1 We 
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we hop'd that art and genius had ſecur'd you 3 


But ſoon facetious Harlequin allur d you: 


The muſes bluſh'd to {ee their friends exalting, 
Thoſe elegant- delights of jigg, and-vaulting : -. - 


80 charm d you were, you ceas'd. awhile to doat 
On nonſence, gargl'd in an eunuch's throat. 


All pleas'd to hear the cher fig Haspe ſpeak, © 


As old wives wonder at the parſon's Greet. 


Such light ragouts and muſhrooms may be good, 
To whet your appetites for wholeſome food: 


But the bold Briton ne'er in earneſt dines 


Without ſubſtantial haunches, and ſurloins. 
In wit, as well as war, they give us vigour ; | 
Creſy, was loſt by kickſhaws, and ſoup meagre. 
Inſtead of light deſerts, and luſcious froth, 2 
Our poet treats to- night with Spartan broth; 13 5 


To which as well as all his former feaſts, 
The ladies are the chief-invited gueſts. _ 
Crown'd with a kind of Glaftonbury bays, 
That bloom amid the winter of his days; 


He comes, ambitious in his green decline, 
To conſecrate his wreath at beauty $ ſhrine. 


His Oroonoko never fail'd to engage 


The radient circles of the former RYE 4 


Each boſom heaw'd, all eyes were ſeen to ay” i 


And ſympathize with 7/abells*s woe: -_ 
But fate reſery'd, to crown his elder fame, 
The brighteſt audience for 2 Spartan Dame. 
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58 Fron the dull h 
This author, for the ſubject of his play, 5 3 7 
Does every ſect and every nation —_ 


That never let Imoinda weep alone, 
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So fubtle chymilts 1 to, import ; are known, Fre OT = 


From different climateg, med'c cines far, their own: It 5 | 


This is his ſcheme—But much, he. fears, at e 


Is waſted of his fire and wonfke ſtrength. 


The ſuns decay ; the brighteſt” Tuftre Wains ; 


Nor is he all he was in former. reigns : = 
Then was his day to court th” inganſtant ſtage ; „ 
Enfeebled now, and diffdent with age, | 5 3 


To you, ye fair, for patronage he ſues: 


0 t laſt defend, who firſt inſpir* d his muſe ! of 


In your ſoft ſervice he has pals'd his days, 

And gloried to be born for woman's praiſe: 
Depreſt at length, and in your cauſe decay d, 
The good old man, to beauty. nds for ad; 3 
That deautr, he has taught ſo oft to moan « 


And made his 1/abel/a* s griefs. i its own ! 
Ere you aroſe to life, ye blooming train; 
Ere time brought forth our pleaſure and our pain; ; 


He melted hearts, to monarchs' vows deny'd ! 


And ſoft'ned to diſtreſs unconquer'd pride: 85 
| | V 
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O then protest, in his declining years, 
The man, that fill'd your mothers* eyes with ten! 
The laſt of Charless bards ! The living name, 
That roſe; in that Augu/fan age, to fame! | 
And you, his brother-authors, bravely dare 

To join to-night the ſquadrons of the fair ; 
With zeal protect your veteran writer's page, 
And ſave the drame's father, in his age; 

Nor let the wreath from his grey head be torn ; 
For half a century, with honour worn: 

His merits to your tribe to mind recall; 

Of ſome the patron, and a friend to all! 

In him the poets' Nefor ye defend! — 
Great Oœ˙ s peer, and greater Dryder's friend. 
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